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that charity which is kind, which lifts up the 
head that hangs down, which binds up the 
broken hearted, which even weeps over the 
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Max's nature is the ſureſt index to his wants, 


It is only from what he feels he can beſt know | 


what he needs. In this manner inferior ani- 
without danger 


mals are gui 7 


ceit, in the habitual purſuit of appetitg . The 


beaſts of the field, the fowls of the air, and the 
| fiſh of the ſea; never heſitate in preferring the 


food fitteſt for their palates and their health. * 


And to that hereditary corruption which de- 


- 


preſſes and deforms our race, and of which the 


great and good have always and every 
bitterly complained, it muſt be owin g. that 
dictates of reaſon are not uniformly as 1 
ble and direct as choſe of 
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"or may be, and without which he cannot be 


„ THE HUMAN wo HE, 


Fo. Conſult, 0 man ! thy wonderful capacities, . 
propenſities, and proſpects, and do homage to 
the genius by which thou art exalted above 
every living thing! Thy intelle& is but a lit 


tle lower than angels, brightened by the linea- 


ments of its Maker, and impregnated with the _ 


ſeeds of immortality ! Among all the curious 


and diverſified forms of animated duſt! which 0 8 
float on thy fight, and compoſe the vaſt circle | 
of material exiſtence, which of them, in its 5 
nature, powers, or tendency, approximates to 


that principle within thee; which perceives 


and compares, reaſons and concludes ; which 


bears not the 8g diſtant reſemblance to the 


properties of body, and which cannot originate 


in any indication of e or VE callifion 
of atoms. 0 


e474 Mild cdnſtitutes the individual, is all he is 
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happy. It is not the eye that ſees the be 


ties of creation, nor the ear that is cn 
with the ſweeteſt muſic, or flung into ecſtaſy | 
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machine derives its primary.imp! 


| Fel ect 


vun VAN . 
dings of 0 d things to come. 
Theſe are adds 55 the e 5 alone is capable 


of enjoying and ſuffering. What! is that curi- 


imates and 


ous ſyſtem of organs which ſhe anim 
exerciſes, but the vehicle of her. pain, or the 


- miniſter of her. pleaſure! F rom her the whole 


ul © 271 its unity, | 


its direction, its dignity, and its uſe! Among 
tho objects of ſenſe, what ſo baſe or loathſome 
without a ſoul! And it is her's to 


Pa the uglieſt. with beauty, the weakeſt 


with ſtreng oth, and the deſpicable with 
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| 5 . 1 1 all corporal beings are inteinfieally 
frail and periſhing. Like the flowers. of the 
field, they are ſoon ripe and ſoon rotten ! The 


univerſe exhibits no quality apart from ſine; 
that is not corru ptible. Diſſolution terminates 


ermanent compoſitiow | 


the proudeſt and moſt 


of the elements. Every animal has a ſpecific 
Ts time. allotted. for the con | 


letion of its 


e its taſk. Productions i the . 5 
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| | but the more > extended and TIE” . 


For  . run HUMAN 5ovt.. Wo 


lar circle and are 


e world deſcribe aft 


The nk faculties of i man are < hen to 


bet no ſuch limitation, but evidently ſuſceptible of 

| improvement, without meaſure and without 
end. All exceſs of indulgence! terminates in 
5 ſatiety and pain. The purſuits of the paſſions | 
are deluſive and fatal, in proportion as they are 

: ardent and violent : and every acquiſition and 
temporary is an inſult to thoſe wiſhes which 
are neareſt the heart. But of the acceſſion of 


uſeful knowledge, and the growth: of ſubſtantial | 


worth, the progreſs i is as delightful as it is gra- 


dual; and the more we attain, our deſires and 
capacities for further and higher degrees are 


This is the great n in our 57 
tem, by which the happineſs and perfection of 
the individual and the race are ultimately ſe · 
' Cured. We are impelled by a ſucceſſion of in- 
er powers, | which "oP our heads and 
al > I 
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| hearts in perpetual ferment, toreſt in no acqui- 
 ſfitjon. Objects of ſu perlative excellence con- 
| ſtantly bear on our view, and excite purſuit. 
And though the e eye be weary of ſeeing, - the 
ear of hearing, and all our ſenſes. of their re- 
ſpective functions, the heart js never debili- 
| tated by new deſires, while the underſtanding 
actually GO __ fog: Gre Tae | 
| of nee. 


80 far os i are able to comprehend the 
ths machihery of the univerſe, its conſtituent 
parts, various and complicated : as they ares ap- 
. pear admirably calculated, not 'only for acting 

in concert with each other, but alſo for an- 
ſwering with aſtoniſhing exactneſs their ſeve- 
ral deſtinations! It is this wonderful and uni- 
| form fitneſs in whatever comes under our cog · 
nizance, that forms one of the moſt ſtriking 
and diſcriminating features of nature. Nothing 

amidſt an infinite multitude of worlds and pro- 
ductions ſeems without deſign, or unequal to 

: W obvious i intention of its being. Eyery hing 
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t object for which it was fort med. d. 
All is harmony, conſiſtency, proportion, 2 


_ yracs, through the Whole of the divine 3 : 
and from the meaneſt to the moſt magnifcent 
| works of Gov. The adaption or contiguity 
: between cauſe and effect is every where the 


fame, and in all things equally exquiſite and | 
perfect. The lily is calculated to embelliſ th 


bank and parterre with its charms, the roſe to 
| perfume the air with its fragrance, the vine to 
. ſupply the vintage with grapes, the ſun to rule 


the day, the moon and ftars to illuminate-the 


night; ; and the ſeaſons, as they run their ſuc- 
ceſſive rounds, to chetiſh and mature the fruits 5 
of the earth, to crown the year with the good- 


neſs of Gon, to gladden our hearts with plen- 
17 and fill our e with e 


- Thele TREK IS ory account of the | 


means by which they are accompliſhed. Their 
perfection, like ours, confiſts in performing that | 


ey 88 They: As art Their exil 
8 a therefore 


ru HUMAN. „„ 7 7 


7 he fore ceaſes with ahve ut 
with her uſual frugality, -EnanD OQVsS/ 
: Mt her work is finiſhed. 
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ber een | 


2 Dat far ce capa of 0 the Gin —_ Gow 
its eee e there can be no adequate ſo- 
lution. Not all the agg of arts and Gre | 
which adorn and enrich ſociety, and all the. 
monuments of legiſlative wiſdom which diſtin- 
Sau the moſt enlightened nations, ages, and 
individuals; nor even all the virtue which, i in 
ſome of the happieſt ſituations, occupied by the 
fineſt talents and bleſſed with the higheſt culture, 
have ſhed peculiar luftre on human 2 an 
hauſt the powers ſhe inherits an ationally 
diſplays! They are few nen amon 8 : 
the children of men, who arrive at any ſhare in 
the exerciſe of theſe ſuperlative endowments. | 
Such a cultivated ſtate of intellect as is oompe- 
tent to the production of effet thus eminent 
become general in 


and illuſtrious, can never 


this world. But as one may certainly be as ca- 
> og as another, and there is no difference in 
B 5 e individuals ; 
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| 2 ow or sas or ""_ Wedel it idee 

with the invariable economy of N ature, and 
the immutable goodneſs of her Maker, that be | : 
ings thus qualified ſhould be thus ſhort. lived, 


or that the duration of their exiſtence 4 


” not 8 Re their 


hh, 18 that ſoblime e of. intelli« 


i gence which imparts immortality to - mortals, 
and cheers our benighted habitations with 
the dawnings of eternal day! And yet there 
are, even among the votaries of genius and 


philoſophy, who would rob us of this | glorious 
diſtinction, and all the conſolations it involves. 5 
Enemies of our hopes and of yours, what plea- 
licity enjoy in the creation of miſery? , Cruel 
men! Ve improve and occupy your talents. - 
to debaſe them, and are wiſe and witty to your 


con ruin! Ye would deprive the lame of his 
or e the blind of his guide, the we 


pled in a ſlormy ocean with want and weak - 
neſs, of the friendly port which invites him to 
ſafety and repoſe! Your dogma! 
the ſweeteſt breathings of the heart, leave 
ſiſpecies deſtitute and deplorable, impeach the Y 
| benignity | of Nature, and charge the ę governs 2 
. of the world with ant — 


foirit which the great Father of Spirits breathed 
into the firſt man, and which, notwith 
the degeneracy of his offspring, is ſtill more 8 
leſs in all, as the inſpiration of the Almighty? 3 
E compoſed of the groſſer elements,  _ 4 
| is of the earth, earthy... Me dwell in houſes of | : L J 
clay, whoſe foundation is in the duſt; but. the. Dl, 
ſoul is evidently of divine extraction, ſpiritual 3 4 
. in her nature, and heavenly in her aim. Fa  _ 4 

KB are curiouſly and wonderfully made in every part 
| of our external frame; but, like r 180 

N daughter, all glorious within l. The one ſeems - 
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bene Wa . the other, ack 
and confined | by mortality, is like a bird in 4 
cage, a capt ve in a foreign land, or a 
ſcones the. prefers, perhaps as low and OY 
od, as i111 uſed, a8 5 diſconſolate, 


Here let us pauſe a moment and conſider well 
| this curious. pitome- of the intellectual ſyſtem. 
Abſolutely independent of all thoſe elements 
which conſtitute the eſſence of ſenſual things, 
** partakes of the nature, the freedom, the im- 
ality, and the intelligence of Deity. What 
iohamaly reaſon wtich moſt: improved and beſt 
applied, in its higheſt perfection and brighteſt 
| N but an emanation of infinite wiſdom, 
ced and darkened by the groſſneſs 
of the medium through which it is ſeen, yet 
clear enough to demonſtrate whence and what 
it is, to whom allied, and by whom beſtowed! 
It is not in this ſtate of mental debility, or with 
5 5 capacities 


F 


. TR nunan SOULs 

_ Eapacitie imperfect and e roneous, we 
tend to meaſure its force in actit 

| ſentiment, or extent of talent. Here its natu 

eludes our cloſeſt inspection; a __ the more we 

ſearch the more it is involved in impe | 


cold ſhell which bid it oe: our views a aids 
movements clogged and circumſcribed by the 
chains and fetters of mortality which drag and 
- faſten it to the earth. Its various energies are 
more or leſs bounded by this ſphere 


from its preſent fituation it ĩs neoeſſarily at- 
tached; or this is the cell to which it is com> 
demned for a time, and Where it continnes 
inviſible, but not inactive: for all its thoughts, 
notions, ſentiments, reaſonings, and ooncep- 
tions, are in conſtant exerciſe, and preſs hat- 
ever they ſelect, prefer, or purſue, with the 


elaſticity of a ſpring, in ee pen ag the pd | 8 | 


ſtacles that would reſiſt their impulſe 
mits can be. ſet to its workings, eee 

its motions, the ſublimity of its courſe, or the 
5 n of its views, while n | 
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| may it not b 
felt! How ſhall we compute an improvement 
which inereaſes as it proceeds, and to the pro- 


by any rniechanic: 
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2 1 f 1 5 — 
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jet -thus fired and directed; to hit noble 
-exalte purpoſes does it colle& and apply 1 


des diverſified talents ! 'of what alacrity and vi- : 
Sour, enthuſiaſm and Readineſs, is s it capable ! , 
7 how ample, comprehenſive, and a the 15 


Iti eee e 
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h x all its glen impetfeations; theſe 


of our rational nature, what : | 


0 where they are no longer | 


eſs" of which chere is no end! But nothing 
more eminently. enhances its excellence than its 


« 


n, as it acts from choice, has the power 
of ſelf· deter 


8 


nation, and is never contracted 
reſtraint. To all this may 
bs added the'ſolid conviction and well grounded 
aſſurance that it ſhall never die; that it is totally 
independent of every vieiſſitude and contingency | 
indidental to matter; that its duration i is eter- 
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Te FR chat WOE: ages roll e capaci- 
ties will continue to expand, e bſt 
. ſitions to waves better. „ > 
1 
> Indeed: tha out Goat Lie AC 
” Fea and revolutions of nature 8 her as 
the ſun in the heavens, who, ſurviving all the 
Changes incident to his ſyſtem, remains himſelf 
unchanged, and to this day raiſes and calms the 
winds, forms the ſeaſons of the year, brings 
the fruits of the earth to maturity, warms our | 
bodies, and enlightens our paths as ani as - 
ever. While all other creatures, and ever: 
ſpecies of exiſtence within our obſervation, are 
liable to viciſſitude or fluctuation, ſhe: in like 
manner retains her original eſſence entire, un- 
adulterated, and immutable. | Whether in a 
| rude or cultivated ſtate, with or without the 
means of exciting her exertions or occaſioning 
her improvement, her ſpiritual, immortal, and 
rational capacities, are the ſame. The pleaſures 
and the pains of which ſhe is ſuſceptible, ariſ- 
ing from her various ſenſations and reſlections, 
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5 inexhauſtible are the ſources of our 
luappineſs or miſery, and ſo immenſe the fund 
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„„ © is THE nuMAN: so. 
ſtrongeſt! The genius of man ſubmits to no 


ſiuch laws: it differs effentially both in its attri- 
: butes and activity. Who can number or name 
the inventions and productions of the human 0 
| intellect? The world, in all its compartments, f 
is but the theatre of her operations. The 


* 


earth, the air, and the ſea, are ſeverally crowded 
with the wonders ſhe hath wrought! What 
ſpot in the whole ſurface of the globe has been 
viſited by the leaſt cultivated NS 
is not ſtamped with her impreſſion, or retains 
not the ſymbols of her preſence? The ſump 
| tyous cities, palaces, and temples, which mark 


the progreſs and grandeur of poliſhed life, ex- 3 


hibit her ſignatures as ſpectacles of general! 
curioſity and aſtoniſhment ! The very ſea is in 


| ſome degree obedient to N her will; as ſhe EX= : 


tends her. empire to the water as well as to the 


land. By the virtues of a ſtone and the twink- 


ling of a ſtar, ſhe binds that turbulent element 


with navigable laws, and rides ſecurely on the 
wings of the wind! By the falling of a leat 


and the motion of a ſhadow, ſhe has traced the 


latent 


| 
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But her ey faculties, and. effects, are Jn 
beſt diſplayed. in the various forms, revolutions, e 


it that gives merit, diſtinction, and utility, ho. 
| letters, but genius and taſte? What is the 
ef nations. and, ages but che actions of 5 
5 Wen are all the uſefu 9 


e 


from experience - and, aa, , of | „ 
* 1 Nature f Z 
video them eee es the inclems „ 


the 8 arc 


= 4 ſecreted in the boſom of the deſert ; 


8 the top of the mountrin, or 


by her miniſtry to our eaſe, our p 


our 1 She ſelects, bine. and 4 conveys, Es 


or cis. Hom countries the moſt ont; 
and climes the moſt hoſtile, to ſatiate the calls 
of appetite, and anſwer the demands of capfice. 
All that clothes the naked, or decorates the 
fine; all that ſupplies the wants of the poor, 
and the ſuperfluities of the rich; all that ſolaces 
the former with content, and augments che equi- 


page, adorns the manſions, or loads the tables 


of the latter; whatever adminiſters to taſte or 
comfort, or even extravagance, and renders life 
eligible, we owe to her provident contrivance 


155 eee 


The influence of the ſoul extends to a 
as well as ſenſual objects. We are ſometimes 
5 ſtruck by particular inſtances of might. They 
furprize by furpaſſing the former effects of a 
fimilar agency. The proweſs of the champion 
| who has alten fought and never been over- 
5 „„ come, 


run HUMAN auf. „„ 


* 


£10 ms abnax sour „„ 

volnez we ſeldom contemplate without a mix- | 
| ture of admiration and wonder | But what are 
| the feats of the moſt extraordinary corporeal 


N vigour to thoſe bf pure intellect? It is by 8 


man's underſtandin g that he has been enabled 
to aſſert, extend, and maintain, the dominion 
. aſſigned him over the inferior creatures. The 
ictories of heroes, of armies, and navies, de- 
pend more on {kill than ſtrength. How often 
does the greateſt brutal force ſhrink before the 
influence of reaſon! This is the true Her- | 
culean club, which, in the hands of genuine 
philoſophy and religion, has always triumphed 
over the groſſeſt inſtances of human barbariſm 
and abſurdity, The rude paſſions of the mul- | 
titude, which, inflamed with rage, are as fierce 
and unmanageable as the felleſt monſters, a8 
irreſiſtible as a torrent, as loud and as furious as 55 
a whirlwind, are ſometimes huſhed into a calm 
or ſoothed into ſilent acquieſcence by the charms | 
of perſuaſion, It is thine, O intellect! to con- 
quer our wildeſt inclinations, regulate our paſ- 
ions, nortity our appetites, and eſtabliſh- a 
9 Ca. | throne 


„ rue nb 6b. 


throne more permanent, more Hetiburabley: 4 
more blefſed, than that of the mightieſt mo- 
narch on earth, in the virtues of moderation 


* 
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1 Kiste being oily e are Eier- to bog, 
ll C1. -.t debility. The ſun is never weary of ſhin= 
Ss ing, the ſea of ſwelling, the ſeaſons of ks N 
ing, the earth of yielding her increaſe, or Na- 
ture of ſupplying the wants of all her creatures: 
-But the ſwifteſt bird is ſoon weary of mo 
the fleeteſt animal. of running, the ſtrongeſt of 
AK ghting, and even the fierceſt of devouring its 
prey. Impotence and fatigue are the inſeparable 
condition of all corporeal z agency. It was his 
apology for human frailty, who beſt knew what 
is in man, f what he 1 18 made, and for what 
be is fit. The Jpinit is willing, but the fleſh is 
weak, There is a pleaſure in thought which 
grows with its ardour; and in the intellectual 
as in the vegetable world, heat is generally 4 
ſource of ſtrenigth. With what eagerneſs and 
"TS ght do mathematicians pore over their lines, 
f Ds their 


: 


— 


| Pons Nn are eee FR enve ce 


in propoſitions, problems, and ſolutions, as to 


appear totally inſenſible to the moſt common re- 
quiſitions of life. This abſence, which i is fre- 
quently ſo ridiculous to the giddy. and thought- 
leſs, may probably ariſe from the celerity of 


the ſoul's motion in purſuit of truth. or excel | 


lence, which always increaſes in proportion ta 

her ſuperiority to ſenſe, and her freedom from 
its fetters. The pleaſure is the ſame wherever 
the object. of preference or purſuit. is mental. 


Men of ſpeculation and genius, in collecting, di- 


geſting, and poliſhing, their reſpective compo- 


7 ſitions in ſculpture, painting, poetry, eloquence, 


or muſic, have enjoyments unknown to leſs 
cultivated minds, and which, upon the ee 
beſt ant their labours. 


— 


in the 8 0 exertions of a being 
thus perfectly diſſimilar to any of thoſe with 
| whom our ſenſes habityally communicate, we. 
C2 > 
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are . bb hae har ws ihe eine r 
preference, or with whom does ſhe principally | 


.  affociate? Truth and virtue are as congenial to 


| the ſoul as food to the ſtomach 
eye. The preſence of theſe 

and their abſence difappointment. * To what- 
ever or whoever accoſts her in the garb of fin- 
cerity and ſimplicity, ſhe is ſtrongly and inſtan- 
taneouſly attached, Theſe are Nature's liyery; . 
and it is only with her family ſhe cultivates and 
cheriſhes an intimacy. Angels, though elder 
brethren of the houſehold of faith, are but mi- 
 wiftering ſpirits to the heirs of ſalvation. With 
the whole ſociety of the bleſſed, the general = 
aſſembly and church of the fr t born, whoſe names 
are written in Heaven, ſhe is entitled to be en- | 
rolled, qualified to bear them company, and, in 
her own right, both by her nature, origi 
and capacity, as f. piritual, as "noble, * as hea- - 
oo as 1 


N 


4 * 
of 


the 12 5 aſcend in the” er fea of moral ex- 


3 ; cellence, 


* 
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ae what fublimer degrees of divine en a 
be learned f fm the dir eee ne 
fes, from the redeemed rum among men, and 
from all the ages of eternity! It is in theſa 
holy and exalted ſcenes where her powers will 
have full ſcope to operate, and her virtues to 
mature: where ſhe will ſee ſuch proſpects, be 

| s, form ſuch at- 


aiflgence of ſuch examples, as muſt afford the 
- beſt exerciſe to all her beſt qualities; and where 
the will be placed in no ſituation to which ſhe 
is not equal, have no duties which the catnhot 
perform, and do nothing by which the will not 
be made better. Heaven is her native land, 
and her father's houſe. The buſineſs. there aſ- 
ſigned her will ſuit her nature and inclination 
It is her element to be abſorbed in the contem- 
plation and imitation of divine perfection, and 


to make habitual progreſs in knowledge and vir- 
tue, without any interference from the pollu . 
dious of life, Ignorance, iniquity, or impeni- 

5 C 4 tence! 


ou - ru HUMAN Sol. 
| tence! - And when ſenſe 18 W for - 


7 
8 
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fight, a wavering faith for open viſion, and au 


_ - evaneſcent-hope for full fruition, -ſhe will prove 
herſelf capable of ſuch: things as eye: hath not 


ſeen, ear hath not heard, nor hath it e * 


eee. a bi lod 


+ ne 5 1 75 8 
Who. ended nat W duet bbs fublims and 


| Hiritwal: properties ſhould be. doomed to ſhare. 
e ſame fate with the brittle tabernacles they 


inhabit? But from every aſpect of nature, from 


every ſentiment of the human heart, and from. 
every page of divine revelation, we have the 
| deepeſt and moſt ſubſtantial aſſurance. that the 
| ſouls of men have a much ſuperior deſtiny. We 
cannot even ſuppoſe the poſſibility of their ceaſing 5 


__ to. be. Every thing in them and about them 


The ſoul moves of herſelf, and all her move- 


ments and exertions are thoſe of an agent per- 
fectly free. Without any ſuch parts as can he 


diſſipated, ſhe.admits not of either meaſure or 


 - diviſion, can act upon herſelf, ſend forth her 


ideag 


images, conce 
eee ot wi vario | 
of an eſſence e Aled Apart from 
15 her immortality, her natural em i NCY „ ends, 
and uſes, all are involved i in ablurchty and myſ- 
Wa 3 ifs: works of the CORO are without 
his Bath 1 Deſt eee | 
with futurity, and you render the whole creas 
tion unintelligible. Better put out the light 
5 of; heaven at once, and wrap the univerſe in 
impenetrable darkneſs, than deprive us of the 
EN cordial which can ſupport our ſpirits when | 
our hearts and feſp both. faint and fail. But 
all that plenitude of argument which reaſon | 
and philoſophy have diſcovered, the accordant 
= yoice of all civilized nations and ages, the accu- 
mulated ſuffrage of all the greateſt and beſt men 
in the beſt of times, and the whole body of evi- 
dence by which we believe in a God and a provi- 
dence, ſub x: atiate alſo the ſoul's immortality. - #, 


This 
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„ wa ns, 
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| Gud Here flood of divins light breaks in ven 
ed minds, and diſpels that awful. 


able dread. | Under all but 7 
zbout what is now to come, we no 
| knger walk in darkneſs, but have the light of 
| . By this earneſt of better things, this he- 
venly inſtructor, this new guide to glary, honor, 
and inmoriality, the myſteries of providence, the 
tranſactions of hereafter, the government and 
- cataſtrophe of the univerſe, theſe deep things g 
God, are all unfolded, brought within the ken, w 
| mos of anortals. | 


I 


NT 

high renown, for their ſplendour, their at- 
. chievements, and inhabitants; the very ſpot 5 
| | . where the * battles have been fought, 5 
br | . | where 


* 


ven thoſe places which have been conifec 


— 


how emphatically illuſtrate the mutability of 


or ſo diſguiſed by the rudeneſs 4 — 
ages, and the ignorance of barbarous natives, 
as hardly to retain a trace of what they once 


were! Whatever genius, in its happieſt mo- 


: ments, could ſuggeſt or create, the moſt exqui- 


fite taſte refine, orthe aculties of man, in their 
beſt condition, perform, have all iſſued from theſe 
e erl. But, alas! how few 

rceptible the remaining tevenctials of 
n _ _ 


Ah! eee do theſe veſti- 
ges of fallen grandeur hold up to human pride 


human ſociety! in what af 


King coloers pie- 


ne the final reſult of things! Is not that prin- 


WOE. - _ * epple 
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to Fame by philoſophy and letters, where 2 
and — Rtyr3n to elevate and adom 


. * 7 8 
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— Ot Ee Os 
ol 


2% rue woman so. 
6iple of corruption which has [lai 


of inſpiration. prock: 
Sand! How, much more does it become us, in 
theſe 1 wh o hk for a ne beeven ande- | 


nie ed ite 


of men, and of nations, in Glendia heaps : 


of ruins, even now at work, as it ever has been, 
in ſipping the foundations of the-univerſe ? Ce 


turies upon centuries have elapſed ſince the voice 


imed the end of all things at 


$2 


It is chiefly 3 0 this + awful, this — 5 


ſhe deciſive deſolation, that the ſoul of man ſhall | 
demonſtrate her ſuperiority to the beggarly ele- 
ments of mortality, The diſſolution of worlds, 
andh af all that is material in nature, ſo far fm 


xdangering her 
fiery, hall but 9 bows triumph over 
time and the grave. The creatures around her 


are doomed to periſh, but ſhe ſhall endure. They 


ali wax old as a garment, and as a veſture are 

folded. up, and conſigned to the duſt that pro- 
ee them; but of her years there all be no 
{Ws 8 . inter woven with, the vitals of every 


THE human sour e 29 . 


W . there is a principle, however ob- 
ſcured by the groſſneſs or debility of its preſent 
organs, however flu ggih and booed by the preſ- 


— 


| ſure of infirmity, however diſtracted and debaſed 
by the oppoſition of He/b and ſpirit, which ſhall 
continue ſtable and im 


1 um 


ments melt with ; German Sa: the pillars of the 


earth are ſhook to its baſis, and the everlaſting 5 
hills uprooted, when the heavens are rolled tage- 
11 as a Arg and even 0 n with a wes | 
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PART THIRD, 


Tux value of objects are generally eſtimatod— 


4 


by comparing them with others—by the opinion 


entertained of their excellence - by ſuch as beſt 


know them, and—by the price they ways whe 


* 


8 . a 


diy n form of material being, there is 


not a ſingle point bf reſemblance. Their natures 
and qualities are totally diſtin& and heterogene- 


ous. The preſent is to the one the laſt, and to 
the other, but the firſt ſtage of exiſtence. Now 


they meet but every ſubſequent moment, and 


4 x: JE 


every 


THE HUMAN: sour. 
every ſlep of their progreſs remove 


2 wider diſtance from each other. Indeed their | : 
| | entrance, Mar pet and their _ Ne 


wee. 


eee . 7 
3 the moſt exquiſitely formed, and  - | 
combines in one point more ſymmetry, grace. _ * 
fulneſs, and utility, than any other. But the - 
foul is the ſource of all its excellence, and: reigns 
within it as the ſun in his ſyſtem, filling all its 
_ faculties with light, and all its functions with 
life. From the plaſtick hand of nature, it derives 
its ſhape, its parts, its proportion, and probably 


its upright poſture. | Theſe diſtinctions however 5 
are only material and periſhing. But the luſtre | 5 
2 the eye, the tone of the wien the animation Wy 


cou 2 aid the hne gear 
of geſture, are expreſſions of pure mind. 


7 = 


IE AN 0b 


What chen ſhall we thi k of her ns: 1 5 
1— in all that the eye ſees, or the ear hears, 
there is nothing like, nothing equal. The cri- 

minal inſenſibility of millions to t ieir dw LE 
welfare, and their own conſequence, does not 
invalidate the fact, that their natures are endowed 
ne n with powers of more initrinſio ex- 
ellen an _ Se e or want 


| 1nanirr ate creatures, however _ ious 

from place, or uſeful from the end they are 

+ deſtined to ſerve, are inconſcious of themſelves, ; 

and incapable of enjoying whatever they are 
or poſſeſs. The ſun, at once the moſt glorious | 
and moſt beneficial of all creatures, gives life to 
all, but is himſelf without life. IIe is ſaid, 
indeed, to rejoice like a giant 10 run en, 
but is en andi faction 
e Our {fouls e contra 

or miſerable, from . alone, 
poſſeſs a fund of pain or pleaſure, totally inde- 
pendent of every thing around them. In fact 
N ; their 
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| 3 own "hk ghts and inventions zare inex- 
hauſtible ſources of men or enjoyment. 


- 


>Seuni hit 3 are, 8 . 1 
ful ſagacity; but how narrow, how imperfect, 
how poor is this faculty, in the moſt docile 
among them, compared with that of man His 
improvement is perpetual and unlimited. He 
inveſtigates, | analyſes, and applies the laws of 
the univerſe, to enlighten his mind and govern 
his actions. Inferior creatures ſoon arrive at the 
goal which bounds their deſtination. They 
ſtop and are perfect, the moment, the ends for 
which they exiſt are anſwered. Senſe, which 
is their governin g principle, has but a confined 
operation. Its objects are few, and groſs in 
kind. It moves in a cirele and grows more 
feeble and inſipid from every round. Depend- - 
ing on a certain arrangement. of organs, it de- 
= as they do, and partakes. in their diflolu- 5 

But man, conſcious of nobler faculties, is 
in > purſuit of more exalted objects. All 
divine truth occupies his e - the 
1 | beauties 


; HUMAN $OUL.. 


| 3 and moral worlds com- 
1 mand his admiration and regard; and the attri- 


butes of Deity, manifeſted in the wonders of 
i creation, providence, and rede mption, inſpire him 
th aſtoniſhment and gratitude, give ſublimity 
to his withes and expanſion to his heart. What 
10 natural and becoming his rational and immor 
tal capacity, as thus to explore the principles, | 
mark the order, admire the benevolence, and 
trace out by unwearied diligence all the various 
 excellencies and utilities which diſcriminate the 
benignity and wiſdom of God in every part of 
| his works? Nor is there any end or meafure to the 
pleaſure and improvement which reſult fromtheſe 
elevated contemplations. In the moral ſyſtem, he 
ſurveys with deeper ſenſibility and intereſt, a fill . 
higher order of things—ſuperior attention and 
greater power, in conduQing the myſters 
kingdom of providence; in rendering darkneſs 
ſubſer vient to light, weakneſstoſtrength, and evil 


to good; in harmonizing the moſt oppoſite and 
unconnected events, reducing contingencies to 
order, and directing all the energies and iffues | 
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© all en; ond; and piritunl 3 
the moſt beneficial and the moſt general er ends. 
Impreſſed by a ſenſe of right and wrong, virtue 
and vice, bea ity and velineſs, he feels himſelf 
reſponſible for whatever he is or does. | Capable 
of knowing, adoring, and obeying his Maker, he 
regards him with terror or confidence, in propor- 
tion as conſcious of deſerving his dif) pleaſure or 
protection. And whatever his adverſities or 
misfortunes may be, ſomething within, ſtill 
ſupports him by the kindeſt intimations of what 
is to come: nor is his nature, even in the 
eritical and trying ſituations, ever altogethet 
. bdurce, that all the miſeries of tlie 
preſent may be ultimately com e 0 the 
ee of the future. ; 


in common 10 e of the manifold 
and decided advantages which ſuperior parts. 
give one individual over another. When 
comtnencernent of civil ſoctety, do ſages and phi- 
lofophers command ſo much reverenes and at- 
tention ? It is a certain greatneſs of intellect 
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which. 8 overawes,. and. e the 
multitude, .. who are formed to regard every 
ſpecimen of tranſcendent talent with admira- = 
© tion and confidence. In rude ages, or among 
1 people of unpoliſhed manners, it is aſtoniſhing | 
with what eagerneſs they cling to every one 
older, wiſer, and ſtronger than theraſelves; | 
. - Eminent. ſagacity begets affiance and truſt as 
5 . me as ivy adheres to the wall, or the 
of | braod takes ſhelter under the wings of the dam. 
By mind alone, men have ever been united, and 
led forth to enſlave or be enſlaved, to defend 
their own or invade the freedom of others. 
This active and powerful principle, ſanctioned 
and matured by experience, organizes the body 
politic; to the functions of a regular ſyſtem : 
adds civilization of manners, and lays a founda- 


tion for every ſpecies of excellence and gran- 
deur which diſtinguiſhes the taſte, the ſcience, 
or the morals, of men and nations. From the per- 
manency of its operations, and the fertility of its 
reſources, life, in all its orders, degrees, and 
: aſſociations, i 18 continually furniſhed with every 
5 needf 
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- needful appurtenance. It raſtibubed hd ates pep 
the whole machinery of government; 2 affords „„ 
protection to the weak from the outrage of the ; 
ſtrong ; ſhields the innocent and puniſhes the 5: 
guilty ; dictates laws, and provides for their eſta- 

5 bliſhment, energy, and execution; directs our 
| public counſels, fights our u and manages 5 
. urintereſt; 8 8 


More eſpecially, in circumſtances of extreme 
neceſſity, are not our rational faculties ſuperior 
to all other reſources ? Who but that provident 
genius, which, for the wiſeſt and ſublimeſt pur- 
poſes, is the privilege of the ſpecies, could reſcue 
or protect them from the numberleſs inconve- 
niencies and wants which environ and haraſs 
the helplefs Nate of infancy ? How precious is 
the phyſician in the abſence of health, which 1 „ 1 
the wealth- of the Indies cannot compenſate 
otherwiſe .than by: procuring the beſt ſkill and 
the beſt medicine! How acceptable in emer - 
5 gencies of ſtate, under the preſſure of general 

. when ſociety is convulſed with fac- 


„„ tion, 


7 - 


. 2 „„ wa nun 500. | 
tion, and a fearful anxiety broods in every. | 
countenance for public ſafety, are the prudent- 
| ſuggeſtions of wiſdom and experience! With 
What ardour, ſolicitude, and tenacity, do whole : 
armies in the hour of battle hang upon the word 
of command] How. preferable then is ſuperior 
intelligence to ſuperior numbers That word is 
the ſpring of all their movements. Whence 


the origin and director of all thoſe energies on 
which the fate of the action depends but in the 
ſoul. of the general; and. what are theſe but 
exertions of intellect, and thy triumphs, O 
mind, over the moſt formidable 8 
corporeal: force! 


In all that ſeries of things which conſtitute 
the ſyſtem of the univerſe, we perceive nothing 
but attributes. of an Omnipotent, All-wiſe, and 
of art, which, in its higheſt perfection, is but aa 
imitation of nature, appears beautiful to the eye, 
or harmonious to the ear, is an effulgenee or 
emanation of the human ſoul. | 


Thus 
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7 Thus from the ſuperior excellence of the ef= 4 


mee e e 
8 =} | | „ 


Bas: e 18 dei « opinion of this W 
3 principle, who are beſt acquainted with 


its nature and faculties? From the exteribr of 


x ience, and : 


nature, from philoſophy, from 
from all the uſual reſources: of dee We 


derive but a ſcanty portion of knowledge con- 
cerning tlie real eſſence of the human mind. 
Of a being purely ſpiritual, out ſenſes yield us 

no adequate account. We inquire not after the 
good or bad qualities of any thing tangible, viſi- 


ble, or mortal, or hope for ſatisfaction from ſuch | 
objects. This were literally to ſcet the living a 


among the dead. But, in the world of ſpirits, ours 
are as famitiarly known, as we are to one another. 
The myſteries, however, of an inviſible ſtate, - 
are not to be explored by ſhort-ſighted reaſon... | 
is to human wit, divides between 
ues intellectual and n conſtitution of the ; 

D4 | Chuiſtians . 
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N en are pledged to the bekef of the 
goſpel, and ſuppoſed to live under an habitual | 
im preſſion „that the whole ſcheme, it exhibits, is 5 
abſolutely and infallibly true. With the 1 6 
ticiſm of licentious or the ſophiſtries of bad men 
' we do not now contend: and among the vari- 
ous diſcoveries of this auſpicious and ſublime 05 
diſpenſation, the luſtre which it ſheds on the 
nature, condition, and proſpects of immortal 
ſouls, is none of the leaſt. To depreciate their 
worth, or treat their ſafety with indifference, is . 
throwing a ſlander upon the infinite wiſdom of 
God, and even vilifying that benignity i in which _ 
75 the redeinption of the 1 * | 


It is not in W rte a6} to conſe- 
quence the wiſeſt of men are uſually engaged. 
Deep and ſolemn deliberation indicate ſerious 
| buſineſs. General conventions of the moſt libe- 
= el and enlightened individuals ſeldom meet but : 


5 when emergencies of great national moment 
1 cCull them together. But in the oracles of truth 
our rational natures are exhibited, as employing 

x | | the 
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i 


cs the thoughts and; purpoſes: of God f from eternity. | 
8 For their welfare the counſels e _ 
faid to have been held, 'and we, to have been 


choſen in Chrift before the world began. Infinite 
wiſdom and mercy are there repreſented, in o con- 


deſcenſion to human conception, as deviſing the = 
the wrath 70: 
come. This even ſeems to be che grand aim of 


means of reſcuing. our race fron 


Providence in all its ſubſequent manifeſtations, 
and to which every other is palpably {| ubordinate. 
a Indeed, from the beſt notices of Deity which 


conceive, that the deliverance of men's ſouls from 


their reſtoration, to purity, perfection, and friend - 


ſhip with God, muſt be the governing and ultimate 5 


deſign of all his works. To this intereſting 
truth, the whole body of hiſtor y, both ancient and 
modern, bears witneſs. In ſcripture particularly, 
which more than any other record preſerves the 
tranſactions of antiquity, we behold a ſeries of 
events detailed, which gradually unfold the pro- 
| pitious 


and revelation afford, we are taught to 


= 
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5 moſt part in dee, by their ee 
exception of a few impoſtures, which may be 
W — of fa 110nable _— we look 


b _— Pia this rae how 
eminently excellent muſt not the inmate of a 
frame ſo worderfully a froorfally made as ours 
be? For the comfortable accommodation of this 
moſt exquiſite piece of divine mechaniſm the 
earth and all its fulneſs is appropriated. At the 

eſurrection of the juſt his mortal ſhall put on im 
| mortality. When the material fabric of nature 
is-diffolved, our very 'Bochis e eſtined to ſur- 
| my ame: . anion: 
nes 8 the Anbei are in re- 


ſerve for ee where, we are well 
n. 


el their dwelling forever: ſhall) be a "toys 

anna with TOs” W eauο. 
From their W FRAY and GE 

tinguiſhed deſtination, the worth of the ſoul is 


a natural inference; But the proviſions made for 
her welfare extend far beyond thoſe of the body 


On her account the world was reared and eſta - 
 bliſhed as a ſchool, in which ſhe miglit go through 
all ſuch ſtages and degrees of diſcipline as the 
improvement and felicity of her nature require: 


| the fixed ordination of heaven is, that the 


.nfiibations' ſhould: ceaſe when its object is ac- 


conbpliti 
things is no more, in the ſcripture account of it, 
than the apparatus or theatre on which the 


| great Artificer of the univerſe rears and finiffies 


this maſterpiece of his works. And when tlie 
moral, which is the end of every other ereated 


ſyſtem, is brought to perfection, and the image 


of God completely reſtored in the ſoul of man; 
matter in all its numerous and vaſt afſociations 


win become uſeleſs, and in the rapit᷑ viciffttude. 
% : , f : ' 2 : ; | of 
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Indeed, the preſent viſible frame of 
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4 8 which ſhall then take as be ſue⸗ 5 
ceeded by thoſe new heavens and that new earth, 
which we are taught to 1 5 with Ws e glorious 


5 ranges lr _ 0 8590 yy 


eee ne e their acl 
the cn of what is of no importance 6 


uſe to themſelves or their ſubjects. It is only 


for _ of the moſt general intereſt, that the 


| wiſdom of nation, expends the property or the 


blood of the public. How ſolemnly then do 
they, who have no value for their ſouls, impeach 


the conduct of heaven! The redemption of them 
#5 ſa precious, aac its contri vance, proceſs, and 
completion conſtitutes the ſupreme plan of 


Divine Providence, and i is the leadin g fact which 


diſcriminates and runs through the whole reve- 
lation of God. The ranſom laid down for them 
was not filver or gold. or any ſuch corruptible. 
things, but the precious blood of Chrift as of a 
: Lamb. without pot. Think ye, who deſpiſe or. 


negle& your own ſouls, how dear they are to 


heaven! See the Son of the great God die that 


they 


they may live! Who but i how Saviour 
loſt ſouls, who. kneweſt them ſo well, could 
have valued them ſo high, bought them at ſuch 
a price, or aſcertained their welfare by ſuch 
means? To ſave us with an everlaſting Salvation, 
he who is the brightneſs of the Father's glory, 
and the expreſs image of his perſon, was actu ly 
mad feſb;—affaulted by every human infirm y 
though far above every creature, —in that humble 
form ſeen of angel. though | equal to: God, ſlain of 
men—and while Lord of the living and the dead, 
laid in a grave! What a ſpectacle of infinite love 
and infinite power! in which mercy and j aſtice; | 
weakneſs and omnipotence, ma majeſtyand humility, gf 
all the ſplendours of honour and all the ſhades of 
ignominyare combined, and blended inthe ſweeteſt 
luſtre! He who, out of his vaſt ſtorehouſe, ſupplies 
our bodies with every thing convenient for them, . 
draweth them wine out of the vine, filleth their 
mouths with bread out of the corn, and ſpinneth | 
them garments out of the bowels of a-worm and 
the fleece of the flock, gives up the ghoſt that our - 
fouls * breathe the . of life, and literal 


# 
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mſelf that they may be filled with all 


” the fatnſ of Go, 1 It was this eee 6g 


: — throne, on which the divine Saviour 


eee of our immortal ſouls! In the 


eſtimate put on our ſouls by him who knows 


ubſtantiated his final conqueſt over 


of the creature which converted the croſs into 


them, who perfectly comprehends their nature, 


capacities, and | 
full extent- of their worth, all theſe ſcenes of 


humiliation and ſuffering, ſoaſtoniſhing, ſo myſ. 
 terious, and ſo awful, took their beginning, and 


- F * ultimately terminate. Of this ſolemn 


ion a thoughtleſs world was too little 


aware to be ſuitably impreſſed with the cha- 


raters of majeſty and grace ſo legibly tam 


on every part of it, or by the numerous and 


ſtriking conſequences it was likely to produce! 
But the moſt ſtupendous creatures in the whole 


kingdom of inanimate nature did homage to the 


— 8 a * ene with the e 


Was 
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25 was fo feces and terrible; the Agony endured i 
that critical hour ſo awful, and ha debt. thts 


rigidly exacted ſo immenſe, that our Whole 


. globe ſeemed to feel the ſhock, and was palpa- 


bly ſeized with a fit of trembling; — the ro KS 
were rent, the dead raiſed, the bow 

earth convulſed, the ſun eclipſed, and the hea- 

vens wrapped in a n of mournſu and 

| e darkneſs. .. 


Ne great 0 or benefici achiqvament 0 ever took 
. 0 on earth, where the agents were not ſeri» 
= All diſcoveries and improvements in arts, 
| = banner, and life, ig ate in this temper. of 
mind. Whenever we find ourſelves forcibly 
impelled to action, or have any material . 
at ſtake, or are by ar Cal | 
every indication. and dere of bar 1 
mind is ſeldom or never - ha eee Which 
we enter on buſineſs, of importance. On ſuch 
occaſions, ſagacity and prudence are inſeparable 
aſſociates. It never was for any good purpoſe, 
Or 


or with any pure intention, to tame the fury of 


Paſſion, ſtrengthen the energies of reaſon, exe 
tend the empire of virtue, or-curb the exceſs of 


vice, that wiſdom Was coupled with dulneſs, 
or that the ſentiments of decency, gravity, and 
moderation have been decried in the ribaldry of 


detiſion or contempt. From the critical ſitua- 
tion we fill, the ſtrong ties we are under, the 
deepneſs of the game we play, and the conſe- 


_ quences which depend on the preſent part we 


. act, the concern which ought to be neareſt our 


hearts is awful and important! In all the deal- 
ings of God with us, this is the object about 
which he is moſt in earneſt. The, ineſtimable 


value of our ſouls engroſſes all his thoughts, as 


| it ought to do ours: and in a tone of the moſt 
ſerious importunity we are addreſſed in behalf 
ol that part of us which can never ſee death, by 


every divine and ſpiritual being in the whole 


drama of revelation. Why hath the Almighty 
Father of ſpirits taken all along ſo much care of 
ours, charged his Son with their ſafety, his 


qt with their convenience, his e 
| with 


#5 
4 


with 


_ ratte n ee with tl ö * reſent 
and ultimate happineſs?, Why did be be is 
heir of all things, to fave them, relinquiſh all? 
Did he not for their ſake partake of fleſh and 
blood in all its weakneſs and all its wants; Wr 
to the inſults of the worſt and the baſeſt; 

dure every pain and ſorrow nature can pas or 
cruelty inflict; and even ſubmit to the death of 
the croſs in all its bitterneſs and horror? Why 
but for the ſame reaſon does the gracious Spirit 
; of God expreſs ſuch a fervent ſolicitude about 
us, and every where take fo decided and ſo * 
an intereſt in our conduct and our deſtiny? He 
offers on all occaſions to be our guide and 
counſellor; ſtrives with us for our benefit, by 
oppoſing the beſt to the worſt propenſities of our 
natures; habitually puts us in mind of the duties 
we are moſt apt to forget; gently encourages us 
in every thing right and laudable; and kindly 
reſtrains us from actions and e that are 
en and wrong. 
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s Every part of the -divitie government, 
every fiep in the aviue economy, ate tnark⸗ 
ed dy the Worth of fouls, Te protect chem a 
Fl ap the various perils which Gin and erivi- * 
1, all the attributes of Deity are i con- | | 
ſtant exertion; and all that is good in heaven 
ant earth, and in the hole efeation of God, is 
m arms for their reſcue from every harm te 
_ Which"they are liable. For their entire trappi- 
Neſs,” theit accommodation here and perfection : 
fieteaftet, their preſent improvement and their 
future gory, every thing has been aQually- done 
Which terey could ſuggeſt or power accom 
plith. And, it may well be added, the very 
uffiduities of thoſe infernal ſpirits who inceſſantly 
labour to undo us, is © proof, v we are in been 
of ſomething deſirable, ſomething | 
trouble, ſoimething we bange loſe without 
loſing Aves.” Bo een FTE 
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There is yet another n 
matter to the teſt. In the mercantile work 


who ng 1 1s worth __ ſo much as it will fetch. 
85 What 
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What an inf does this one e conſidera- 


_ tion affix to a rational and immortal ſpirĩt ! How 
precious muſt nee in every man's idea, 
which involves all the enjoyment and happineſs 
of which his nature is ſuſceptible! Hoy can he 
bear the deprivation of what is better to him 
than all worlds, and abſolutely dearer and mo e 
intereſting than all that life can give, or or the 
want of life take away! On the ſoul, or the 
mind alone, depend all preſent poſſeſſion and 
all future expeQation, the life that now it and 
| that which; is to come, the pleaſures of ſenſe and | 
the anticipations of hope, the ſhadows of time 
and the ne of eternity, whatever God 
beſtows or man receives. Be your diſtinctions, 
your preferences, or your attainments, what they 
may, your rational faculties, formed on the prin · 
ciples, and purified by the genius of the goſpel, 
are the fountain whence all thoſe living ſtreams 
which beautify and adorn, and fertilize your 
natures, do flow. Have you more holineſs or 
better morals than the world which Jieth/in wick- 
auge And this you may certainly know by 
: 5 Bo = 
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1 that « conſcious nannt) of: heart which is the 
conſtant! aſſociate of true worth. Vou owe both 
_ eauſe and effect, which can never be ſeparated, 


to a mind happily diſpoſed for improving the 


means appropriated for theſe purpoſes with ſupe- | 
ior ſneceſs. The ſoil which received the ſeed | 
profitably, is interpreted by unerring wiſdom, | 
that goodneſs of heart which is ever available in 5 
the fight of God. The ſervants. in the parable 
were Hiverally: rewarded ; in proportion to the | 
number, as well as improvement of their talents. : 


Capacity, as well as application, is there made 
the meaſure or ſtandard of diſtribution. He was 
the greateſt favourite, and . beſt employed what 
he had, who poſſeſſed the greateſt ſhare of gifts. 
And the leaſt endowed was alſo moſt idle, the 

worſt dif] poſed, and received, as he well en, 5 
N the ſevereſt puniſhment. oy 


E is Mays chins that talents properly o oecu- 
le will be ultimately found moſt advantageous, 
and productive of the beſt effects. No pain, or 
Kane, or miſery, is ever a eee of 
15 their 
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15 wer exertions, but hem proſtituted or -miſap- 


+] ME 
+ Sir 


plied. In kheir life we live, and fro 


vigour and activity derive. the beſt ſpecies of 
health and ſtrength. So excellent, ſo capacious, 


ſo wonderfully accommodating, and ſo pregnant 


of reſource, are the various powers of « our ſouls, 
that little as we eſteem and / cultivate! their 
excellence, by the bleſſing of God, on the 
means of his own inſtitution, for enlightening 


| ſanctifying, and repleniſhing them, with the virs: 
tues and graces of religion, they will be found 
adequate to the completian of all aur wiſhes, 
the relief of all our neceſſities, the ſupply: of all | 


our defects, and the conſurnmatian of * ar. | 


* 
* - 5 
5. 


Why, O children of duſt, and heirs of im- 
mortality! is not a principle thus uſeful and 


divine, as it is your higheſt excellence, alſo your : 


ſupreme concern? How ſoon may the plea- 


Tures, the honours, and the profits, of life periſh 


with it, and of all you poſſeſs, and all you de- 


bre a and adore, leave you nothin g but * ſouls! 
E 5 ; 
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anxiety be proportionate to the worth or im- 


I groſſes it? Alexander of Maced 


Ad where wilt you flee for refu ge, or find al 


aſylum from the ruin that overwhetms you, if | 
theſe are naked, without God or without hope? 
In all the moſt diſmal abodes of human degrada- 


tion and woe, there is not ſuch another ſpecies 
of melancholy madneſs as theirs, who can even 
now ſupport the idea of braving the mifery | 
which a mind intrinfically depraved, abandoned, 
and black with efiminal enen ultimate 


204 ee etal! 


Does any OY on which your "oaks 
en it fo much, or promiſe to repay 
it ſo amply, as the ſalvation of your ſouls? Of 
all other objects of predilection or purſuit, is not 
this the one thing needful? Should not our 


portance of whatever attaches, exerciſes, or en- 

on deemed an 

thing in his poſſeſſion ſufficiently eee for 

the box of the Perſian Monarch but the works 

of Homer: the ancient Chriſtians, with much 

better reaſon, RY their eſteem for the ſa- 
| cred | 
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ered ks by adorning them with the aol © 
lieſt ornaments of jewels, and gold, and dia- 
monds. Men of high rank: and large property 
have ſometimes ſelections of rare thitigs, which, 
from their antiquity, their former owners, 
or certain cirenmſtagces connected with them, 
are, in their partial opinion at leaſt, of ſuper- 
lative value. Theſe are not expoſed every where, 8 
at random, to vulgar inſpection, always open, or 
looſely toſſed about with veſſels or tools of com- 
mon uſe, but treated with delicacy and reſpect, 
and ae in aer en for Wen | 
and ar AH | 


2 
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Where os ſhall we find a iner N 
tent to the ſafety of our precious ſouls! Or 
| where can they fo carefully or ſo happily repoſs 
as in the boſom of God! We truſt the lawyer 
with our eharters, our bankers with our money, 
and our -phyficians with our health; but in the 
ands of none in all the world, can we N 5 
eee eee . fidence, 


but io > thine, 0 thou Godgf rrupbl! 1 1 
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of a poor peaſant, a laboures, 
© @ carpenter, or any other low mechanic, among 

| us, without the intereſt of friends, the influence 
ö . money, the patronage of the Steat, or the 
W advantage of a liberal education, all on a ſudden 
to ſtrike the public attention by an extraordinary 
ual worth, which 


ſo uncommon a. phenomenon? If the nations 

of this man, notwithſtanding an obſcure birth, 
manners, and a mind 

htened by literature, ſeience, philoſophy, or 

| a knowledge 
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of the world, were —— 


hitherto diſcover: 

—— ae ee ſtantly and 
inevitably become an WY of the moſt ben ; 
and og th 534 0.9 36% 


| Thi a xa ets of th ga, The 
| — in which the: auth 2 5 


mw Noris is it any on: to 75 gathered or 
collected, in genuine authenticity, but PAY | 
conduct and declarations, as ſtated and detailedin | 
” the ys of his x 


Wh That you ae e the real jet of the 

argument, giye me leave to ſuppoſe you as per- 

fectly unacquainted with the Chriſtian revelation 
as if it never had exiſted, that you have no bias 

againſt it, and are under the influence of no-pre- 
ee opinion to divert Nr atte 1 on fr 


CES 
tab 


give you an option of p. 


* 
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its nature, firoplicity, and excellence. | With 


this honeſty, or ſingleneſs of heart, take the 
matter into cool and ſerious deliberation, and 


weigh, every word which has fallen from the 
mouth of ons ſo uncommonly circumſtanced. 


with the fame caution, you would an inſtrument, 
which, inveſted you and yours with an inherit- | 


ance of the greateſt value! The documents ; 
neceſſary to ſubſtantiate ſuch a deed, could not 


be too critically examined, or too explicitly eſ- 
The evidences. of religion, challenge 
a deciſion from motives infinitely more ſerious 


Uſhed. 


and impreſſive: they ſuppoſe no property, hows 


ever precious or extenſive, of any conſequence, 


compared with the value of immortal ſouls: 
they urge your conſent 


ith the Propitious 
terms of mercy by every conſideration which 
can "intereſt or awe the human heart: they 
fee eee tin and 


and acquieſcence, to emancipate you Kenn all 
the complicated evils in which vioe, infirmity, 


or 8 m involve you: chey addreſs 
you 
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you. In a knguage ſo ne fo anequivocal, 
and ſ decided, as to leave thoſe unhappy per 


ſons who finally reſiſt their importunity, and 
obſtinately prefer the indulgence of paſſion to 


the” performance of ehen ee we 
excuſe; rt MOLDED NI SOL EISY | £1. . LE. 


Saline treats of 8 a as itt, b but at 
the ſame time recoverable. It is a ſyſtem of re- 


form which, in its own nature, ſuppoſes de- 
bility, derangement, and imperfection. On this 


baſis the whole divine ſuperſtructure reſts; eon- 
8 fequently the only effectual mode of foren 
the neceſſity of revelation, is to prove the nature 
of man, in its preſent ſtate, competent, without 
any ſuper atural ad, to all the ends for Ate 


he Was made. 5 


n 25 hefe; % irate) and incontrover- 


tible fact, that on the Advent of Chriſt the far 
b greater part of all nations grovelled in a ſtate of 
the grofſeſt ignorance. and depravity. They 
were not more barbarous in their mantiers 'than 
„ OS abandoned 
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ture eee FO nick tg 


3 to diſcredit this cireumſtance—a taſk 


ſufficiently arduous from the numerous and | 
"ROWING hots of n to be bannt. : 
1 3 ; FE ; 
"The. 5a _ eg pong jy b e 
. repeatedly aſſerted by every Eva - 
geliſt who ſtates the tranſactions of his maſter 
as conſiſtent with the experience of contempo- 
 Faries—as an object of common obſervation and 
gonviction —as an incident in the hiſtory of the 
ſpecies Which the worſt could not deny, and 


| which the beſt could only regret. 


They give it, as the moſt gracious and illuſ- 
trious character of Jeſus, that he is a hight to en · ” 
tighten the world. But where there is no dark- 
neſs, no obſcurity, . no error, where every truth 
{ ential to the conduct of life, the comfort of 


the 


7 Mfg And dit 
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the human heart, and the ultimate hapf 
poo of wan, appear WER n 


ö Pe 


which was off. None of his opponents; in 


days of his fleſh, preſumed to aſſert or even in⸗ 


ſinuate, that ſuch an errand was either chir 


rical or uſeleſs. Its neceſſity and urgency are 


uniformly admitted -by all who oppoſed him- 


They reſt their ſole objection, to his miſſion, on 


the reality of the powers, with which he en 
himſelf inveſted for giving i it effect. Qt: 


7 
3 j 


The bebe u in which bike DOES mn : 
kin gdom are foretold, from the figurative lan- 


| guage they adopt and the various degrees of hu- 
man ſuffering to which they allude; obviouſly 
' ſuppoſe the general and prevailing corruptions 


of mankind. They deſcribe him as the Sun 


eg whom Heayen, in the ae of 


merey, 


175 The Saviour hat 8 
himſelf declared, hecameto ſeek and to Nee | 
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marry, epmanſſions to * lain bee. to the 
: ik es bhi rode Je guilt and folly. to 
thelaſt extremity ; as a phyfcian, to heal the fick 


diate ruin, the whole 


and to open the eyes of tbe blind; as a God, to com: 5 
municate life to the dead. The deep degeneracy of | 


our nature is palpably implicated in the progreſs 
and ſplendour of truth, to which theſe features of 
the en del ſo een refer. 


? 


10 the "OR ages we meet ahh 55 fame 
lamentable ſtate of thin gs. Here we find till 


_ fuller, more direct, and more convincing proofs | 


that the whole fabric of [evangelical truth is 
fountled in the fallen condition of man. In 
many paſſages of the epiſtles, in what deplorable 


and ſhocking colours are the manners of the 
ancients exhibited, particularly thoſe nations 


who were moſt diſtinguiſhed by their tran- 
ſcendent acquiſitions in ſcience, philoſophy, 


and the fine arts! EW piQure is ſtriking, pro- 


minent, 


SOT + 


mineht, mllevery line ſore 5 
a maſtert but, From what we kn ef the: 
bavock which luxury raaltes in religion and mo- 
als among ds WET 16 
charged. 1 507 angle e 5 11 


Lien +0 eds Wilitze 3 211. Loma l 
Phe eee times did else Bb e 
me gentle end ſimple aſpirations of gratitude for 
benefits received, or hopes of more ſubſtantial 
| happineſs hereafter to be conferred, but of every 
| horrid form the gloomieſt ſuperſtition could-m- 
vent, or aſſume ; of imaginations groſs, debaſing, 
and <himerical; of rites ridiculous, unintelligible, | 
and flagitious ; of ceremonies fantaſtic and expen- | 
five; and of a ſeries of devotional exerciſes which 
had no connexion'with goodneſs of heart or purity : 
of life, public utility or private comfort. The 
characters of the populace may be eaſily gather- 
ed or doneeived, from a 11 of ee * 
di and monſtrous. 96th 


ba the mant 1 
in theſe a 3 4 e under any a © $ 


principles of as poſſeſſed the energy aka Aa 
control. The opinions even of their 
as they were, in 
many reſpects, had vet no /anitharity-; over t tho 
public mind, as they were left to oper ate by 7 
tags without the ſanction of the 
nd the conſcience of the low, the 
 vnotiligtitenad, and the vicious, is at beſt but a 
feeble! barrier againſt the preſſure of . or 
ale e of _ 


a ** 8 HAR 5 e and deſperate ſtate 
of mankind at the period of our Saviour's appear- 
groſſeſt idolatry. The gods they adored were 
patterns of debauchery, and the fouleſt paſſions 
of their votaries were warmed at their altars. 
And though their philoſophers are to this day 

famous for the beauty of their theories, the wiſ- 

5 ES, | dom 
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dom of their fayings, | 
livened their converſation, they generally lived 
| like other men; and their characters OR 
for the moſt part, the ſame contraſt of good and 
bad qualities which prevailed in the leaſt culti- 
vated minds. The knowledge of the true God, 


and all its beſt conſequences on ſociety, were 


| almoſt extinguiſhed even in Judea, where it 
had been ſo long and laudably cultivated. So 
that, in the capital concern of moral worth, 


\ 


all nations, and all men in every nation, were 


then on the ſame deplorable level ; and to all the 


moſt important purpoſes for which the ſpecies | 
had a being, the world was literally loft. This 
affectin 4 circumſtance is not only taken for 


granted, and expoſed in various intereſting 


lights, by all the writers of the New Teſta« 


ment, but in the ſame manner, and to the fame 
extent, though not with the ſame view, by all 
the . of raab 


with a Perſon who appeared, nearly two thou- 


5 : 
2 © > Ws 2 W 1 * Kan 57 2 3 : 4 
the wit which en- 


The doe introduce us to an e 5 
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* years ago, for no other n but to coun · 5 


teract the conſequences: of a 0 


>generacy. thus 


inveterate and univerſal. - Who _ was—how © 


he was accompliſhed—what he did, and taught, 


and ſuffered to whom he delegated his autho- 
rity and powers —and what were the effects 1 5 
both of his perſonal and vicarious miniſtry—are ; 
queſtions to which his hiſtory affords plain and b 


ſatisfactory anſwers. 


Of this man we know nothing but from. the 


New Teſtament, which details every particular 
concerning him with ſo much brevity, that the 


hole may be read in a few hours. There 1 we 
learn, that he was by parentage a Jew, by birth 


a peaſant, and by trade a carpenter. His coun- 
trymen were become the moſt contemptible on 


the face of the earth: his parents had neither 
rank, nor property, nor friends: for thirty 


years of his life he was buried in obſcurity, and 


the powers of his mind engroſſed in contriving 
and effecting proviſion for the body; and the 
: pages of mental imme amidſt the 
toll 


Y 
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wils TY a laborious occupation, may be ſuppoſed: 


do have been then as flow and imperceptible as it 
is now. The world at that time could afford no 


inſtruction adequate to the purpoſes of the miſ- 


| ſion he avowed, no materials for the ſyſtem he 


_ eſtabliſhed, no examples from which his con- : 


duct could take its ſhape or its colour: he was 
not even in circumſtances to avail himſelf of the 
little affiſtance which the various ſchools of let- 


ters and philoſophy were calculated to yield: 


he claimed no connection with the great, the 
popular, or the wealthy; contracted no friend- 
| ſhips but among the ignorant and laborious ; 
had no party but the lame, the maimed, the 


blind, the naked, and the needy ; formed no 
intercourſe but with the poor! 9 88 


Theſe diſadvantages, calculated, as it appears, 
to diſparage every thing mortal or human, were 
totally abſorbed in the luſtre of an underſtand- 
ing which embraced and diſcloſed whatever is | 


moſt uſeful and intereſting to man. He poſ- 
med no requiſite of human ambition, and Was 


6 


F 2 5 deſtitute | 
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deſtitute of fortune and all its . wid 
gries and concomitants. No ſpecific art, qua- 
lity, or embelliſhment, calculated to render 
him acceptable, or make an impreſſion in his 
8 favour but that which was purely intellectual 
and moral, ſeems to have diſtinguiſhed him 
from the maſs of the people. Little in the ha- 
bit, and leſs converſant with the objects, of ſpe- 
culation, he was equally without leiſure for 
applying to knowledge, and the means of ren- 
dering ſuch an application effectual. Secluded 
from all intimacy or communication with the 
gay, the great, or the buſy, by acting his part 
in a ſubordinate capacity, he was deſtined to 
grapple with all that diſreſpect which attends 
indigence, thoſe deceptions which dog ſimpli- 
city, and thoſe contumelies which inſult de- 
pendence. His character, his pretenſions, and - 
his powers, were all excluſively his own. De- 
barred of acceſs to the council of the wiſe, the 
circles of the poliſhed, or the claſſes of the 
learned, and, till his miniſtry commenced, kept 
at a diſtance from that intercourſe and thoſe 
” i ſcenes 
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Wes! where: men perfectly illiterate an ac- 


-- 


quire the poliſh and knowledge of the world, 
he had no aſſociates but the rabble, no language 
bot is vulgar, and no reſource but his own 
mand, or e vo better fenen than his own. 


- an all RO ee i 
coincidences of accumulated depreſſion, a poor 
obſcure and deſſ piſed carpenter conceives, per- 
fects, and propoſes a plan of entire emancipation 
from every ſpiritual malady and every moral 
evil—ſo general, as to embrace the whole ſpe- 
cies !—ſo complete, as to furniſh proviſion for the! 
preſent and the future equal to all our wants, and . 
even commenſurate toall our defires!—ſo ſublime 
and original as to confound the pride of ſcience, 
to ſilence the oracles of philoſophy, to excite 
the curioſity of nations, and to rap the world 
in aſtoniſhment! It is in this divine ſyſtem 
that the true worth of our immortal nature is 
fairly eſtimated, that our intereſt in the world 
of ſpirits is diſcloſed, that the importance of 
eternity is eſtabliſhed, that the beſt plan of 
| Fg conduct 
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conduct is preſcribed, that a ſource of the moſt 
adequate and immediate aid in the diſcharge of 
duty is diſcovered, and that directions which 
guide to conſuramate felicity are obvious, prac- 
ticable, and infallible. Theſe are the ſalutary 


inſtructions which this heavenly Perſon hath i 


bequeathed for our improvement” and conſola- 
tio ; and they are every where ſo plain, that 
the a capacity may underſtand enough for 
all the ends of a good life, and the beſt culti- 
vated be utterly unable to conſtrue chem into | 


an pita for a bad one. 


- ris: we . of the contempt 12 10 ZOO 
| riches, grandeur, and every ſpecies of luxury, 
were held by certain philoſophers of old times, 
we regard their apathy with a laudable degree 
gf reverence, 5 No ſight can be more grateful 
and flattering, in the eye of reaſon and virtue, | 
than a poor man, from a tub which contained his 
all, - ſpurning, in the indignant language of in- 
ſulted worth, all his proffered munificence who 
deemed himſelf maſter of the world! It is thus 
5 ; that 


of 4 
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ds re- 


5 that wiſdom, even in rags, often comm al 
ſpect, and from her bittereſt enemies extorts ap- 
plauſe; and that, in the humbleſt garb ſhe puts 
on, potentates and heroes have ſometimes been 
proud to rank amongſt her fondeſt admirers. 
But we know how talents thus eminent are 
” acquired; what labour, ſtudy, and time, are im- 
plicated in their maturity, and in moſt caſes, 
what expence their tuition and direction, eſpe- 
cially among the ancients, occaſioned. The 
Author of Chriſtianity owed none of his endow-W- 
ments to ſuch means. From intuition alone he 
drew all the ſublime ſcience with which he enrich- 
ed the world. Not one of the great maſters who' 
then ſignalized themſelves in the various depart- 
ments of human learning had the honour of 
giving him a leſſon. He is the only abſolutel7 c 
ſelf-taught philoſopher and legiſlator that ever 
did exiſt, or whoſe exiſtence. can never be for- 
gotten. Without the leaſt reference or alluſion” 
to other teachers, or their theories, he delivers 
variety of doctrines which the wiſeſt of them 
never knew; and all he delivers n. ſolely 
. 4 . from 


r 
* 


72 PHILOSOPHY or 4 


from him elf, and are the dictates of à mind 
infinitely better informed, and under a much 
N direction than theirs. l 


* 
bs 1 5 * * * 
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t Thus . . even now gives law to a 
<<, great part of the world, and to all the moſt 
_ © enlightened nations; who has been the au- 
e thor of virtue and happineſs. to millions and 
<< millions of the human race; and whom the 
e beſt mem that ever lived have reverenced as 
% 4 divine perſon, and triumphed in him as 
& the Deliverer and Saviour of mankind,” unlike. 
amy being merely human or placed in fimilar 
circumſtances, owes all his celebrity to the 
innate greatneſs of his own nature, and borrows | 
nothing in all he taught and exemplified from 
the uſual reſources' of intellectual or moral cul- 
tivation. And, ſurely, if there is one occurrence 
in this ſtrange eventual hiſtory of ours more 
wonderful than another, it is to hear him, in the 
very inſtant of erecting a permanent empire of true 


wiſdom and umverſal holinefs on the ruins of 
guilt and folly, declaring of himſelf, that rhe 
„ 
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y 2. holes,” and the birds & the air have 


_ but + ee be 195 not OO 


| 1 adeed 8 of Chriſt owes nothing to 
the operations of culture, elocution, or intereſt, . 
or any other i invention or combination of inven- 


tions "which, - to . en of _— hun 1 


rals, are effential and A zenſable. This reli- 


the only records which preſerve it; has ſtood the 


ſevereſt ſcrutiny of nations and ages the moſt 
| enlightened and ſagacious, and even baffled 
every artifice and obſtacle, appropriated by vanity 
or vice, to ſuppreſs or retard its progreſs. And, 
from the enemies it has encountered, the wit- 


 ſpiredand ſupported, the wonders it has wrought, 
is to this day, of all the miracles it involves and 


_ avows, itſelf the greateſt, moſt een ad 
moſt inconteſtible ! 1 4 


The 


ik 
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The kingdom which Chriſt. eſtabliſhed w 
not of this world; neither compoſed: of ee 
materials, nor propagated by worldly means. 
_ His reign is in the hearts, the conſciences, and 

the lives of men; and he governs them by laws 
of purity and holineſs alone. He. employs no 
ſanctions but the hopes and fears which Nature 
hath planted in the human breaſt. His inſtitutes 
are calculated only to enlighten the underſtand- 
ing, diſcipline the paſſions, rectify the attach- 
ments and purſuits of. life, controul the Work- 
ings of the heart, and impregnate our natures 
with, the ſeeds of immortality. In theſe we 
ſeatch in vain for the idle theoriſt, the fubtile 
diſputer, or or the ſtern dictator. They diſcover, 
on all occaſions, not only the popular inſtructor, 
but the kind monitor, the faithful and the ten- 
der- hearted friend; and the great doctrines of 
eternal life are every where delivered with an 
authority and energy, a majeſty and grace, an 

- ardour of mind and ſtrength of expreſſion, cou- 

_ pled with an earneſtneſs and gravity of de- 
portment, to which there never was any thing 
ſimilar 


"6 
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fimilar in the ſchools: or acadernies of ancient | 
wiſdom. 


E Ti 8 the boldeſt blaſphemer of revelation 


contraſt the dignity, the novelty, the utility, 
and the ſplendour of its diſcoveries with his ab- 
je& fortunes, his obſcure ſituation, his lowly 


connections, his uncultivated, unambitious, and 
unaſpiring mind, to whom they are aſcribed, 
and account, at the ſame time, for an effecæ 
thus diſproportionate to the cauſe, on any prin- 
ciple- of human improvement or exertion. It 
is not in the wit of man to give a ſatisfactory 


folution of this extraordinary fact otherwiſe 


than by admitting implicitly what its Author, 

who uniformly profeſſes the cloſeſt affinity and 
connection with an inviſible world, ſays both 
of himſelf and his doctrines. He avows what- 


ever he taught and whatever he did to be the 


immediate and excluſive reſult of ſupernatural : 


agency. In terms of the pureſt ſimplicity” he 


frequently appeals to his heavenly original, and 
refers * the merits of a laborious and f uffering 


condition 
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dition e ee appointment vii 


5 dence; and, with an eaſe and dignity which 
commanded peculiar conviction and aſtoniſh- 
ment, he aſſerts the abſolute ſuperiority of his 
nature, the ſolemnity, the importance, and the 


divinity of his character, and the infinite va- 
nee of great and intereſting concerns which | 
depended on his carrying the powers and pur- 
poſes ay which he was intruſted into n 0 
execution. 7 


The moſt illuſtrious characters for promoting 


the general welfare of mankind, in ancient or 


modern times, have been more or leſs ſullied or 
ſhaded by a of vanity. This is a littleneſs 
which, in ſome degree, ſeems inſeparable from 
human ST eatneſs: the man, at leaſt, who is 


altogether without it is a prodigy. When 
even Cicero ſpeaks of himſelf his readers are 


diſguſted. On this ſubject his ſentiments, on 


all other occaſions ſo beautiful and charming, 


become filly and inflated. It is then that his 
clocution, glowing ah ardent as it generally is, 
Toſes 
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loſes its vigour, and de 
That effulgence of genius to which he owed 

che moſt ſplendid diſtinction, is darkened by the 
vanity which an underſtanding the moſt accom- 
| Pliſhed, anda taſte the moſt poliſhed and correct, 
could not ſuppreſs. Indeed the wiſeſt and the 
beſt of men find it impoſſible to detail their 
own merits, their own concerns, or any thing 


about it theinſelves, with propriety. | 


All the intelligence we receive i our divine 
Saviour is collected from his occafional diſ- 
courſes. In theſe his excluſive buſinefs on 
carth, the myſterious and high ſituation he re- 
linquiſhed in our behalf, his conſtant intercourſe 
with the world of ſpirits, and the manifold en- 
dowments which eminently qualified him for 
the office he ſuſtained, are ſtated and explained 
with minuteneſs and perſpicuity. That he is 
the Son of God, by a relation which no human 
capacity can fathom or comprehend ; that, even 
while converſing with cotemporaries, he was in 

155 the . and the Fulle in him; that the in- 
| ſtructions 


SP 
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ructions he delivered were frarqed. by the atts' : 
3 dex: which he acted; that the grand 
errand, for accompliſhing which, he tabernacled 
among men in a ſordid manſion of mortality, 
was the revelation of the divine will, for the ul- 
timate happineſs and perfection of our nature; 
and that the credentials of his miſſion conſiſted 
in his doing fuch works as no man could do except 
God was with him—are the particulars of that 

account which he gives of. himſelf —which eſta - 
bliſhes the moſt ſatisfactory conſiſtency between 
what. he fays and who he is; and in the detail 
of which he certainly ſpale as never man ſpate. 


But what is there in the goſpel to ſubſtantiate | 
theſe extraordinary pretenſions ? What might be 
expected from a Perſon claiming ſuch high diſ- 
tinctions, and coming on an embaſſy of ſuch 
difficulty and importance? What ſyſtem of moral 
and religious truth would do moſt credit to 
his dignity as a ſpiritual being, and his office as 
' conſecrated by. the Father of Spirits, for the 


recovery and improvement of ours? Every part 
of 
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of the Chriſtian revelation diſcovers the juſteſt 


and the happieſt correſpondence : with - theſe | 


prominent and ſtriking features in the character 
of its Author. It gives validity to the prophecies 


of the Old Teſtament, ' ſtamps a reality and 
meaning on the complicated ritual of the Jewiſh 
worſhip, and expoſes to infamy and con- ; | 
tempt the ſcandalous impoſture of the heatheh 


mythology. 


W 


The force of this argument is not a little 
heightened and illuſtrated by the conſideration 
that the world was in poſſeſſion of no theories 
or documents whence this great Teacher of righ- 7 


teouſneſe could borrow his materials. Both his 


character and religion were ſuch ſingularities 
as had nothing ſimilar or collateral in the ordinary 


courſe of things. , He had no equal among the 
children of men in capacity and zeal for their 


welfare, and his conceptions of their higheſt in- 


tereſts and concerns in the divine government 


were excluſively his own. Theſe he ſeems to 


have formed, as he expreſſed, without the la- 


bour 
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bout of Audyer rellekuen- No ation 
| ſrience, no 739" Ot WO I philoſophy, no tr 
of ideas which human genius could ſuggeſt or 
arrange, were in any degree acceſſary to the 
fyſtem he produced. It was as original as it was 
Alutary, and as natural as it was aſtoniſhing. 


* 


From what data among the diſcoveries of the 
learned, the fictions of the poets, or the ſpecu- 
5 lations of the ſages, could mankind infer ſuch 
features and principles as apply to the Author 
and ſyſtem of Chriſtianity. Theſe are notwith- 
| Nanding ſtated by him, on every ' occaſion, as 
facts, with which, he was perfectly familiar, as 
a ſcience which he could not but know, and in 
the truth of which, he was too deeply intereſted 
to be miſtaken. They conſequently drop from 
his lips with the ſame eaſe, are ſometimes ap- 
pealed to, with the ſame confidence, give the 
ſame colouring to the miſcellaneous topics of 
his converſation, and have every way the ſame 
effect on his manners, which firſt impreſſion 
and ont 3 ſtrengthened by ſubſequent 
4 8 habit, 


habit generally diſcover and ſupport through 
life. They are uttered and illuſtrated acci- 


dentally as time and circumſtances bring them 


forth, like axioms of ſcience, which, by impli- 
cating their own evidence, admit of no reaſon- 
ing, but command conviction as ſoon as pro- 
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PART SECOND. 


Tnovcn the Saviour of the world, commenced 
his important undertaking in perſon, the com- 


pletion of it was reſerved for his apoſtles, whom 


he empowered and qualified for that purpoſe, 
after his departure. Theſe, he ſolemnly com- 


miſſioned or charged to go and teach all nations, 


 baptizing them in his name. The proviſion 


made for their punctually executing the func- 
tions of this high office, is, that they were am- 
ply endowed with the gift of working miracles 
in confirmation of what they taught. And 
with this ſingle preparation, deprived of every 
e 1 other 


* 
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* 


other . he dated them on the ar- 

duous and important embaſſy of converting the 
world to the knowledge,” the belief, and the 
practice of EO” : 


It is a e not the leaſt wonderful, 
in the hiſtory of ſo many wonders, that the 


goſpel ſhould be the production of a mind to- 
tally uncultivated; and that its publication and | 


| ſucceſsful application for the ſalvation of man- 
kind, ſhould be effected by the miniſtration of 


. perſons, who, in all appearance, had no better 


means of intelligence ! 


| Indeed the Author of Chriſtianity, might et 
tainly have appeared, in all the majeſty of power, 


and ſubjected human agency to the fame con- 


trol, which he manifeſted over every other de- 
partment of nature. He who could ſtill the 
tempeſt, bid the turbulent waves ſubſide, cure 
the diſeaſed of body and mind with a word, and, 


with a word raiſe the dend, could ſurely have 
„ — 1 
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tid the world of wickedneſs by open expulſion. - 
eſtabliſhed a viſible empire of goodneſs in its 
room, ſubdued by armies of men as well as le- 
gions of angels the whole earth, ruled with all 
the inſignia of a temporal ſovereign, the willing 
nations, and einen the world with * and 
juſt laws. 


n this eminent ſituation, had he puniſhed 
guilt and protected innocence, made men better, 
and appropriated all his authority for rendering 
them wiſer and happier, he would have merited 
more gratitude, and extorted more ſincere and 
- univerſal applauſe, than any potentate that ever 
ſwayed a ſceptre or wore a crown. But here 

the means, would have been ſuited to the end, 
and the action proportioned to the agent. Hu- 
man ſagacity would then have traced the cauſe 
by the effect; and, on the principles of common 
105 obſervation, accounted for a phenomena which 
have hitherto puzzled the learning and philoſo- 
phy of all ages and nations, ; 


T HER 
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* 


compared with the deliverance he wrought for 


men in their deareſt intereſts, and the victories 
he gained over their worſt and moſt inveterate 
foes. But how was the mighty work accom- 


pliſhed ? Not by force of arms; not by worldly 


wiſdom ; not by any thing earthly or human be. 


but by an expedient equally wonderful and un- 
precedented : by ſtooping to poverty and con- 
& tempt ; by ſpurning at honour and ſubmitting 
to indignity; by yielding to an ignominious 
death, and publicly expiring like a malefactor 


on a croſs ; by leaving the great object of his 
miſſion to be proſecuted, the truth of his cha- 


racter to be eſtabliſhed, and the glories of his 


reſurrection to be ſubſtantiated and proclaimed, 


by a few ignorant and obſcure men; who, with 


no other arms than patience and meekneſs, and 
with no other art than ſpeaking the truth, 
though oppoſed by the learned, perſecuted by 


the powerful, and ridiculed by the witty, in- 


| troduced and propagated, a religion, which hath 
made his name and his falvation precious 


Theſe advantages however are trivial indeed, 
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and tele from the ning to the e 
ſun! | 


To ſuch as conſider Chriſtianity in no higher 
view than as the fiction or invention of a car- 
5 penter's ſon, the executive capacity of fiſhermen. ; 
may be deemed no improper counterpart. But 
is it not a neu thing on the earth that a perſon - 

of no pretenſions above the vulgar, ſhould diſ- 
cloſe and teach a ſeries of truths, which, for 
ſublimity, importance, and utility, are equally 
new and intereſting, attach himſelf not to the 
learned, the illuſtrious, or the mighty, but to 
men in the ſame indigent and low degree as 
himſelf, treat them with unbounded confidence, | 
pour into their boſoms, his deareſt concerns, and 
| after making them maſters of his ſyſtem, 
leave it to their management ? Could doctrines 
which attracted the notice of the wiſeſt be ſafely 
entruſted with the ignorant ? Antient ſages, 
who were proud of eſtabliſhing ſects or ſchools, 
never thought of proſelytes among the mean or 
illiterate. The moment. their opinions became 


popular, 
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. 1 it was among the great, the wealthy, 
or the enlightened, they were ſolicitous to make 
converts. Even in our own time, what party, 
civil or religious, ſeem to value the largeſt ac- 
ceſſion of ſtrength from any other quarter? But 
his religion, who was meek and lowly of heart, 
| hath nothing in common with, and derives no 
conſequence from, any modification of carnal 
policy. Its commencement was totally inde- 


| pendent of the world, it was propagated by 


teachers who had no part of their education 
from the world, and a real conformity to its 
ſpirit ſtill conſiſts in living above the world and 
all that i is in the world! Ds 


What is the Il: of the goſpel, but to pfo- 
poſe or introduce ſomething, to uſe a well 
known phraſe, like a new police, a ſyſtem of 
more refined and practical ethics for all men and 
all ages, involving the higheſt concerns of our 
nature, and ſanctioned by all the energies of 
hope and of fear? But how or by whom was a 
work of ſuch magnitude to be eee 
G 5 All 
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All the philoſophy. and philoſophers of all nations | 
- whaw obviouſly incompetent. The very idea 
| ſeems to have been too big for mortal or finite 

invention. It is notwithſtanding the ſuggeſtion 


of a PLEBEIAN ISRAELITE, and as grand as un- 


expected; as ſuperior to the ordinary operations 
of human intellect as it is diſſimilar to arry an- 
terior theory of ſcience or ethics! * Its Author 
* hath dif] played, in every principle and ſpring of 
this wonderful and ſublime work, ſuch qualities 


and powers as inſtinctively command reſpect 
and excite inquiry; and the agency by which 
it has been rendered efficient, ſeems not leſs ſu- 
pernatural than the capacity in which it ori- 


ginated. 


The great outlines of what his wiſdom ſug- 


geſted, and his ſervants, inſpired and guided by 


his Spirit, taught and publiſhed i in behalf of a 
loſt world, will give additional luſtre and im- 
portance to our reaſoning. | Theſe involve a_ 


ſeries of councils and tranſactions which, for the 
parties concerned, the intereſts ſecured, and the 


conſequences 


-_ 


33 
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; ene entailed, have no ebe or 


parallel even in human imagination, and which 


abſolutely tranſcend whatever we can think or 


conceive! In this ſanctuary of holy ſcience thy 


goings, O God, our King and Saviour, are ſeen, 


acknowledged and admired, as all our ſalvation 


and all our deſire. 


. ' 


Of this merciful and divine ſcheme a ſerious. 
and candid attention is ſolicited to the fol- 

lowing brief but ſubſtantial ſtatement. It was 
ordained in the courſe of divine providence that 


the word or wiſdom of God ſhould, at a certain 


predetermined time, appear in our nature and 
our world. This glorious Perſonage, actually 
commiſſioned by Heaven in a manner which 
could leave no doubt of his ſpecial authority 
and high capacity, for anſwering all the propi- 
tious ends of his appointment, was in particular 
to declare the whole mind and will of God for 
| our preſent ſpiritual and everlaſting welfare, to 


explain and enforce the great unalterable terms 
„ 


of eternal life, faith, repentance, and obedience; 


to 
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- courſe of his own public life, to exemplify in 
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to inſtruct us in our duty, and to give us the 


ſtrongeſt aſſurance of a future ſtate of rewards 


and puniſhments. He was alſo deſtined to de- 
lineate, in plain and perſpicuous colours, a ſpot- 
leſs pattern of all perfection through the whole 


human conduct the moſt difficult virtues, an 
to furniſh mankind with a complete practical 
ſtandard of real excellence. But this was not 


all, It became the Captain of our ſalvation 10 


be mad: perfect through ſuffering. A ſeries of 


awful humiliations and agonies which termi- 


nated in a cruel death, occaſioned by his ad- 
herence to God and the cauſe of goodneſs, were 
deemed neceſſary to illuſtrate his character, to 
eſtabliſh his doctrine, and to render him an all- 
ſufficient ſacriſice for the ſins 97 the world. Nor 
was it leſs eſſential to the great original plan of 


our redemption, that by our Redeemer's reſur- 


rection from the dead and aſcenſion to the 
higheſt heavens, he ſhould afford the moſt ſtrik- 


ing and ocular demonſtration of the future re- 


ſurrection of all his faithful friends and fol- 
| lowers, 
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py jowers aid of their ultimately participating | 


finally provided, as a reward for his conſummate 
and extraordinary merit and obedience, that in 
the nature he aſſumed, and as head of the ſpi- 


ritual empire he formed, he ſhould be ex- 


alted to the higheſt poſſible dignity and honour, 
made a Prince and a Saviour, and empowered to 
beſtow the pardon of ſin, and all divine bleſſings, 
upon the ſincere, the humble, and the contrite 
in heart; to raiſe the dead, to judge the world, 
and to ſettle all his true ſubjects and ſervants in 
a new heaven and a new earth where righte- 


_ ouſneſs ſhall for ever dwell, where. nothing can : 
enter that is unholy, and where the glorified 
inhabitants {ſhall 1 no more e and no 


more pain. 


Such is a brief imperfe& account of that ſalva/ 
tion which this poor deſpiſed Galilean divulged, 


and ſolemnly declared to be the contrivance and 
work, not of man, but of God, of which a dozen 


of mean fiſhermen were the original heralds, 


5 confeſſors, 
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confeſſors, vouchers, apoſtles, and martyrs ; and 

which hath; notwithſtandin g, finally ſurmounted 

all the depreſſions and repulſive conſiderations 

Which ariſe from circumſtances' of primitive 
| «609 and hangs 


2 Mark . 1 what unlikely inſtruments 
the holy Jeſus ſets about an undertaking, on 
which thy thoughts, 'O God, were employed | 
from everlaſting ! Twelve perſons of low birth 
and of mean occupation, without patronage, or 
learning, or breeding, were ſent into the midſt of 
'a knowing and ſagacious world, to reaſon with 
and refute the moſt celebrated philoſophers and 
ſophiſts of Greece, to out wit and confound all 
the ingenuity of Athens, to ſilence all the Ro- 
man orators, to introduce into an empire but 
recently ſettled, and ſtill impatient of novelty, 
ſuch a revolution as muſt eventually deſtroy all 
their temples, proſcribe all their gods, and 
againſt the ſucceſs of which, all the zeal, all 
the paſſions, and all the moſt inveterate pre- 
poſſeſſions muſt be — 3. 
And 


} 


PLEBEIAN ISRAELITE 93 


And what was their object? Preaching a gru- 


_ cified Jeſus by men thus deſtitute and conte 


tible in appearance, was appropriated and conſe- 
crated as the grand engine in the hand of Hea- 


ven, for convulſing the whole fabric of paganiſm: | 


and with no human proviſion, no implements 
of war, no magazines, no treaſures, no armies, . 


no means but their humble virtues, their 


prayers, and their holy confidence in the Spirit 
and power of Jeſus, their efforts were ſucceſſ- 
ful, and they effected ſuch a change in the minds 


and manners of men as all the combinations of 


ſuperſtition, ignorance, and 1mpiety, could not 
reſiſt ! A change which eſtabliſhed new. laws, 
and reverſed old eſtabliſhments, and bartered one 


religion, under which the nations had long 


flouriſhed, and Rome in particular obtained her 


greateſt eminence, for another, in appearance 


mean, and humble, and meek, and peaceable, 
not apt to harm her enemies, but expoſing her 


friends to all the harm in the world; abating 
their courage, blunting their ſwords, teaching * 


| Ms be inſp! piring love, turning ſoldiers into 


citizens, 
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citizens, and impelling them to relinquiſh the 


military for the Chriſtian profeſſion. This re- 


ligion even contradicted reaſons of ſtate, erected 


new judicatories, and, by reſtraining the paſſions 


of individuals, rendered courts of law obſolete 


and uſeleſs. While riches were univerſally co- 
, veted and adored, ambition eſteemed the greateſt 


honour, and pleaſure thought: the chief good, 
ſhe ſoothed and countenanced the deſtitute, the 

pitiful, and the forlorn, and deigned to confer | 
no privilege on the rich, or the mighty, but on 
condition, that, in the beſt ſenſe of the word, 
they ſhould become poor, and e and ſelt- 

denied, 


Can it therefore be admitted, on the common 
principles of probability, that by any degree of 
human ingenuity alone, ſuch a religion, in ſuch © 
a criſis, and by ſuch means, ſhould thus triumph 
over the philoſophy of the world, the ſophiſtry 
of the ſubtile, the arguments of the eloquent, 


the power of princes, the intereſts of ſtates, the 
inclinations of nature, the blindneſs of zeal, the 


force 
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force of" cuſtom, the pleaſures of ſin? that 18, 
over wit, and power, and policy, and money, 
and obſtinacy, and fame, and faſhion, and em- 
pire; a phalanx, which, of all others, is moſt 
in vulnerable, and moſt capable of rendering any 
thing impoſſible? No; as well might we hope 
to ſpan the heavens with the palm of an in- 


fant, or to govern the wiſeſt | kingdoms wy 


diagrams. 


That Jeſus Chriſt made inviſible: agents do 


him viſible homage ; that his apoſtles hunted 
the dæmons from their tripods, their groves, 
| their temples, and their altars; and that he abo- 

liſhed their orgies, and ſilenced their oracles, 
Lucian, Porphyry, Celſus, and other ingenuous 
heathens, confeſs. But it is the peculiar and 


diſtinguiſhing triumph of Chriſtianity, that un- 


der every diſadvantage, it ſhould flouriſh like the 
palm by preſſure, grow illuſtrious by oppoſition, 


thrive by oppreſſion, and even be mn 5 


by e 
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The wonderful ſpectacle of a Gi 4 ; 


which preſented itſelf to the Jewiſh lawgiver 
in the wilderneſs, is a lively type of the goſpel, 
which lives in the fire as well as the wa- 


ter, and is only not ene becauſe G is 


„ it. 


The apoſtles were not learned, but received 


wiſdom and direction from the Father of ſpirits, 


and, though literally without influence, were in- 
veſted with power from on high. Ignorant and 
timid in themſelves, their divine Maſter, enlarged. 


their minds, and encouraged their hearts in the 


work of the Lord. He promiſed, after his aſcen- 
fion, to endow them with the Holy Ghoſt, and 


ten days were not elapſed when they all perceived 


and felt a glorious emiſſion from above, which 


warmed, enlightened, and expanded their hearts, 


and the mighty ruſhing wind, which aſtoniſhed | 
all preſent, inſpired: them with the faculty of 
ſpeaking divers languages, brought to their re- 


membrance all that Jeſus did and taught, made 


tom wiſe to guide men to Immortality, bold to 


vent ure, 


» pLevurAN 16KABEHFR. 


lh prudent to adviſe, powerful to > Work 


| | wonders, witty to confound and convince gain- | 


ſayers, eloquent and mighty in the ſeriptures, 
and gave them the ſpirit 195 government and 
the ſpirit of prophiey. 4 | 


* * 


This beet miracle was wrought, with ſo 


much publicity, that three Fhouſand ſouls were 
converted on the very ſpot, and at the very time 
it happened. It was a viſible demonſtration, of 


ſuch an inviſible agency, as pervades every part 


of this ſupernatural diſpenſation, that thoſe who 


never had been taught, ſhould be maſters at once, 


of all the languages in the Roman empire. In- 
deed, the thing itſelf was ſo neceſſary to be ſo, 


and ſo certain that it was ſo, and ſo public, and 


ſo evident, and ſo reaſonable, and ſo uſeful, that 
it is not eaſy to ſay, Whether it indicated CO 
power or wiſdom.” | 


— 


Thus did the means become obviouſly, ak 


inſtantaneouſly adequate, to the end propoſed. 
VERO. learning the apoſtles could not confute 
| 6 H LY ; the 
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| the learned world, therefore God 3 their ; 


teacher; without power they could not reſiſt 
the violence that en; ironed them, therefore 
God was their ſtrength; without courage they | 
could not grapple with the united force of the | 
.. Jewiſh and Gentile world, therefore God in- 
ſpired them with, patience and fortitude ; with- 
out great caution. and foreſight they could not 
avoid the ſnares and ſtratagems of crafty perſe - 
cutors, therefore God gave them IRIS and 
"ND" them ai 


2 To Poe this demonſtration ſtill more pal- 
pable and. undeniable, the apoſtles communi- 
cated the Spirit to others alſo, to Jews, Gentiles, 
and Samaritans, who likewiſe ſpake | with. _ 
© tongues and propheſied ! Then did they preach 
he goſpel to all nations, endure, all perſecutions, 
cure all diſeaſes, raiſe the dead to. life, were 
brought before tribunals, confeſſed the name of 
2 Jeſus, convinced the. blaſphemous Jews. out of | 
their own. prophets, put the heathens to, the 
bluſh * the Mur e of their aun mythology, 


y and 


— - 


- wa tt only made proſelytes of women 
weak men, but of the braveſt and wiſelt of. all 
ſexes and © naracters, STAY 
fools, as; u matter not certainly true, but 
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probably falſe; to fenounce their former prinei- 
ples, and change their liberty for a priſon, | 
wealth for poverty, ho 
life for death, —had they not been deeply con- 
vinced that by ſuch an exchange they made 


nour for obloquy, and 


| themſelves happy, and were for ever ſecure of 
truth and holineſs, the POOR heaven! and 
the ' alvation: as fouls. Wy 


"oe * : * 5 1 ES 7 WS: 
: Ye ſons and PORNO of a falſe and ſceptical 


philoſophy, which, by ſu pprefling hope, robs 


| the heart of caſe, the conduct of e and 
ations. of futurity not a bleſſ- 


_ renders the Inti 1 
ing but a curſe, think a moment on the con- 


cluſions theſe remarks are calculated to enforce. 


"Wi, ee, 


Compare the f. yſtem here analyzed with all 


other ſyſtems. Does it in any one feature, or 
tendency, or principle, coincide with the bar- 


berikin of an untaught mind? Have I marked 
H 2 £0 the 


Som behind this opaque cloud · of accui 


"oo PHILOSOPHY, c. 


the ce common n effects of poverty? Is there aer 
prepoſſeſſion i in ſociety ſo abſolutely inſuperable? 


Are not the higheſt talents and the beſt virtues 


diveſted of their native lovelineſs and charms by 


rags and want? Minds who recognize even 
theſe divine 8 thus ſunk, debaſed, and 


e chan OE (if 


* 
5 13 
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It was! e beneath this: enormous breſſure, 
blackneſs, that the goſpel originally burſt 1 


the world. The coverin g was ſo ponderous hs 

an omnipotent hand only could draw it afide, ſo | 
impervious that no luſtre could ip: it which 
Was not divine! 15 


MY 
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N. B. Some of the preceding pages, with only a 


trivial alteration in the language, are ſelefied | 


from Biſhop Taylor's Moral Demonſtration, &c. 
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CuxlsriAxrrv, in common with every other 
ſpecies of religion, puts in her claim to an 
| heavenly original. This is the ſingle and de- 
_ eifive circumſtance to which ſhe demands our 5 
aſſent, on which ſhe pledges her credit, and by 
which her influence in the .world, notwith- 
ſtanding its profligacy, is ſtill very conſiderable. 
It certainly well becomes us, Who avow the 
moſt ſolemn confidence in her veracity, who 5 


attach ourſelves to her intereſt, and who regu- 


late our tempers and manners, both by the pre- 
cepts ſhe enjoins and the examples ſhe exhibits, 


to examine her ſpirit and pretenſions with ſin⸗ 
derity, coolneſs, and impartiality. 


"a; 8 5 1 


n Wh, . 


4 
8 
1 
| 
= 
| 


pounded of ſuch a variety of aſton 
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Is Gs leading and prevailing obiect thinks of 


this ſingular and comprehenſive inſtitution, in all 


reſpects worthy of God? Do its moſt obvious and 


prominent features, correſpond to ſuch as are 
every Where, conſpicuouſly imprinted on all his 
other works? Do the numeroys proviſions it 


involves and adopts; for ſecuring its final accom- 


: pliſhment, cordially harmonize with the general | 


plan of divine providence ? Is the e com- 
iſhing articles, 
as obvioufly exceed the ſublimeſt extent of hu - 


man capacity or contriyance? Are thoſe ſtrong 


and eternal diſtinctions between right and wrong, 


which Reaſon in her moſt enlightened ſtage, 


which Nature 1 in the ſimpleſt and pureſt times, 
and which all ages, in their higheſt ſtate of im- 


provement, have ſtamped with every mark of 
authenticity, in no _— whatever W or 
ee 


Pallohaſo basel 3 requiſitions, 


the goſpel enables and commands her diſciples 
to give the moſt obvious, unequivocal, and ſa- 


tisfa ny 


: tisfactory anſwer; ; The religion of Jeſus ap- 
proves herſelf to the conſciences and affections 
of men with an open, artleſs, undeſigning fiti- 
: cerity. Like innocence; the is never ſo lovely | 
and engaging as in her own pure, unadorned, 
and heavenly form. It is not her nature or her 
intereſt to ſhuffle or prevaticate. Error or falſe- 
hood may neſtle in the ſhades of ſubtilty and 
= refinement, but ſhe whoſe ch ief characteriſtic is 
truth, has not the moſt diſtant alliance with any 
one ſpecies of darkneſs or diſguiſe. We need 
but look at her, with our own eyes, to be ſatiſ- 
fied ſhe is no impoſtor. Every thing in her 
aſpe& and appearance, but eſpecially the ſim- 
plicity, majeſty, meekneſs, and merey, which 
diſtinguiſh her internal character, demonſtrate 
her to be of no earthly or mortal extraction. | 


T be brevity to which the argument is con- 
ned, will only permit me at preſent to mention 
a few particulars in confirmation of this moſt 
important and intereſting truth. But to theſe 
the reader” 8 candid and ſerious attentian is tha 
. more 
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more indiſpenſable, that the world in general. 
ſeems. to be no, longer impreſſed by them. 
Surely every. man would do well to be fully 
ſatisfied in his own mind, that truth is on his 
ide, before he ſuffer himſelf, in a mean com- 
pliance with the puerilities of cuſtom, to treat 
the doctrines or duties of reli gion wth Tidic ule. 
e or negledt 


> Bags IN ITS DESIGN. 


3 It c cannot ſo much as be once called in queſ- 
tion, that the great and ultimate deſign of 


Chriſtianity is pec uliarly noble, and aogether 
worthy. ff God, 


| Can any + ing ME ſuitable to that per- 
fect goodneſs which eternally reſides in the 
Father of the univerſe, than to complete the 
| happineſs of his own moral, intelligent, and. 
immortal offspring? What, in the accom- 
1 of 08 falyatzon-: from guilt- and- 
| miſery, 


On THE. — ay 


8 is beneath. bis benignity to prepoſe, 


his mercy to forgive, his wiſdom to deviſe, his 


power to execute, or the majeſty of his govern» 
ment to adminiſter ? Indeed, the beſt and wiſeſt 


purpoſes, and whatever ſeems moſt compatible 


with the dignity and grandeur of Providence, 


are all eminently and obviouſl y conſulted . by 
the reſtoration of mankind to a fate of purity, 
perfection, and happineſs, 5 


CY oy 


- When | we conſider the intrinſical worth of 


the human ſoul, does it not ſtrike us, as vaſtly 


ſuperior to all the ather creatures we know ! Of 


all the viſible creation around us, ſurely the 


alone, as capable of loving, reſembling, and en- 


joying her Maker to eternal ages, 1s Wen d 
excellent and precious than the whole ſyſtem of 
15 inanimate matter 


To make but one man happy for a ſhort un» 


certain life, is an action that would not diſgrace 


the greateſt monarch that. ever fill ed a th rone. 


N 85 88 we wy reaſon to ſuppoſe the ever- 
laſting 8 
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of millions! How becomi 


SS The daher 


lating felt raja one immortal | creature, con · 8 


the Majeſty of heaven. But how unſpe | 
more adequate to the conſtant exerciſe of divine 


2 SY G ; 
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benevolence, muſt it not be, to redeem the ſouls 
ag the greateſt, the 
bs: eat inn beſt of beings, to contrive A | 


ſcheme for giving full and permanent eff, wo - 
this noble and divine pus | 


Such is the 3 and exalted object to 
which the whole revelation of God is direct 


ſuch that majeſtic ſyſtem of mercy and immor- 15 


tality brought to light by the goſpel; and ſuch 


Chriſtianity unfolds and carries on ſo much to 
onour of its Author, and the beſt intereſts 
of the human race. This, therefore, as it con- 


ſtitutes the leading feature in the internal cha- 
racter of reli gion, may at leaſt be conſidered as 
one enen of its truth. | 


8 IN 8 e Te NATURE; | + 
The e of Chriſtianity is 3 ana · 
1 to what we ſee take place in the courſe 
| of divine Proy idence in mou other and lower: 


Thus, * we wetten che hiſtory of 
the human race in paſt ages, we cannot but 


obſerve that very PORE og by the means or 


inſtrumentality of ſome one diſtinguiſhed perſon | 


raiſed up as it were on purpoſe, great deliver- 
ances from diſtreſs and miſery, with other emi. 


nent bleſſings, have been procured to vaſt mul · 
titudes of his fellow- creatures. A particular 
nation, or perhaps ſeveral nations, groaning 
under the violent oppreſſion of ſome tyrant or 


tyrants, have been often reſeued by the ſingle 
addreſs of one A nnen * his 


inſerts and virtues, 


How 
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"Mow nay illuſtrious heroes are, on this ab- 
count alone, e in the annals of human 
ſtory, as the ſaviours of their country! Others, 
born in a ſtate of ſavage ignorance, have yet 
been ſo happily circumſtanced, and ſo highly 
favoured by nature, as to become the chief or 
principal means of raiſing from rudeneſs and 
barkarity, of enlightening, e and po- 


ab had 2 whole a. 


th many 8 where aw every e 
and art are brought to the higheſt ſtate of per- 
: fection, we ſometimes fee a mighty genius 
ariſe, tower abqve the reſt of his ſpecies, and, 
like a being of ſuperior order, enlighten men's 
underſtandings, and, by enlarging the circle 
of human ſcience, conſiderably enrich human 


And does not the leading fact in the goſpel - 
tally exactly with theſe? The caſes are pre- 
ciſely the ſame in their nature, and differ only 

in e. Conſequently we find what happens 
ily 
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Gly in the world, that the abilities of: one man, 
in particular: countries and on ſingular occa- 
| Gons, i may procure” the | moſt important advan- 
tages for millions. Is it not even in the ordinary 

and ſettled plan of Providence, therefore, a 
one great perſon, ſuperior in dignity to angels, 1 
ſhould be ordained and eſtabliſhed the ſole en- | 
| lightener, reformer, and Saviour of mankind; 
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This „e Diu as TE 2 has Tie 
ſomething | in it ſo very grand and ſublime, "= 
much above the common reach of human con- 
ception, that we cannot poſſibly imagine how it 
could have entered into the head of any man 
to propoſe, but on ſuppoſition of its truth, and 


that the truth was communicated to him in a 5 


_ Oe 8 


SP 


_ 
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There are fon of the greateſt aiſcoveries; that 
ever were made by the greateſt of ment for Which 
| = "wn 


ſeience; that his chief buſineſs in the world was 
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ſome account, PR be given, how they wete 


ig the arts or ſciences 


{i WAY by artes or - moſt intri- 
cate, we can trace to the accident, 
ſtance, or the capacity, 9 5 which it is made 


"SE circums 


and preſton, elch, rule ee aeg world, 


and is the only ſolution which renders the Won 
derful phenomena of the heavenly bodies intel- 


| ligible. And indeed, i in every ſpecies of huma n | 


nize the fact, and are, in moſt inſtances, able 


to h it with its author or it * 


FOR how it ſhould: ſtrike a man, who e 
himſelf to be no more than a man, that he 
came forth from the Father, that he aQually 
dwelt in the Father, and the Father in him, 
that he Ane Cod fully and adequately, and was 
in the ſole and excluſive poſſeſſion of this divine 


to 
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ation a new ofs ena ſhould be 
| — into to mor 
the validity of his character he ſhould publicly 


lay down his life, reſume it again in three days | 


by riding from the dead, and. viſibly aſcend into 


heaven: that his followers ſhould - propagate, 


. 


with incr ſueceſs and perſeverance, his 
en among men; that at certain but 
diſtant period he ſhould return again in the 
capacity and credentials of the ſovereign Judge 


of the univerſe, poſſeſſed with ſupreme might 
and authority to raiſe the dead, openly to pro- 


nounce on their fate, and to make an awful and 
eternal ſeparation between the ri 1 and the 
wicked; and that all this he ſhould aſſert i in- 


variably in the moſt familiar . with a 
ſimplicity perfectly genuine, and a humility. 
ſingularly amiable,—ſeetns to our hes: | 
* 2 7 e 


al world ; that to atteſt 


arena. 


wenka : 
ng 3 new. and forprifing 


7 of Providence ?- thoſe great muyſteries 


| v yarious Be and it events 
ve GT of God. ad nition; . 
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WR among the ſons of men, velthioas! the 


genius of inſpiration, could have invented a 
ſchem 
conſequences, ſtretehing beyond the grave, | 


or e ſo ne o ee in- 


riſing far above this earth, penetrating info the 


higheſt heavens, and revealing councils of the 
5 N which thall extend to . 


There 18 ſurety thing in theſe en 


peculiarly noble and elevated. Are they not ex- 


conceptions windtr 8 in every age, Adiſtin- 
guiſhed the brighteſt minds? Do they not re- 


flect a novelty, a majeſty, and a grandeur, which 
| 1e alone could beſtow : 3 


We 


aſſumed ſuch prerogatives. o Jeſus Chriſt as, the 
only one, who, in the character of a Teacher 
and Reformer, "declares. he came immediately 


from. Cod, being the Son , Gon, having God: in 


vim, ſupreme dominion delegated to him, and 


. —_— it, until all the ends of this exalted ap- 
. e ee PA 
oe ofiginats vii bn any mortal n 

| CORALS F181 3; i 90 40 155 As 

11 We have bean ps FR 3 5 affected to 

correſpon 

confined: view, to one 1 own pedſongl. im- 


reverence. porch for, ſome laws and regula+ 
tions they wiſhed to eſtabliſh. But here is one 
who not only pretends intercourſe with God, 


but that God was in him, that he proceeded 


Jonah: and came from God, not for a few. benefits 
or particular regulations, but on a much grander 


or us GOSPRL. : : 11g: = 
W read of any other perſon Who 


t, ſhould be aceompliſhed. Such an 
nomenon, could not e „ : 


with gods or goddeſſes for ſome very EZ 


apd nobler def ga, having n no leſs an object in 
B view 


- 
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tion, that the goſpel ma 
bo a ſufficient W for every lover 
of truth and friend of virtue, to examine the 


Saviour till continuing altogether unanimous 


in their accounts of theſe high matters. If 


1 / — ? ot 


2 


maſter 8, we eannot 
could have been thus minutely and 


confiſtent. Enthuſiaſm is at leaſt a kind of 
changeable or fluQuating ng ching, and ſeldom 
continues the fame. e Ft "Fes 356 TE} 20 
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ORE octrines of natural reli gion, 


in t * La 178 perfect form which the '-, 


r 3 


| human underſtanding e can conceive, is taught in 
"WE goſpel, completes the internal evidence — 0 
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this holy and ſublime inſtitution. „ 
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rage bur Saviour, © or any one having fu X? pre. 
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(12452) 11 | 
tenhons as he had, once were detected teac ing ; 
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aught concerning God , and Providence, and 4 5 
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: Sadat it would be natural to 0 tha 
he aſſumed a character and office which did not not 
belong to him. But if not only the whole of 
his teaching, but the uniform tenor of his life, 
was altogether ſuitable and becoming theſe high 
claims, the truth and certainty of his miſſion 
ſeem eſtabliſhed, on an evidence which no fo- | 7 
nes Whatever e can \ henceforth either affect or 
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This is the key-ſtone of that ately and ſub- 
1 Sako arch which reaches from earth to heaven; 
which elevates and amplifies our views of hu- 
man deſtiny ; which realizes all our. baer of 
| happineſs ; and which renders immortality, ac- 
| cet ble to mortals. : This knits, conſolidates, 
and keeps. the whole together. | . Remove this, 
and the entire fabric of merey, glorious and - 
majeſtic : as it now. appears, tumbles into ruins. 
For that only, can come from God, which co- 
incides with the nature of his government, and 
5 the benignity « of his providence. , All his deal- 
ings with all his creatures, proceed ont maxims of 
igviolable goodneſs a and the pureſt reQitude, and 
whatever does not, cannot e be from 
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Such are ah dame and expreſſive ſignatures 
of truth, by, which the religion of Chriſt chal- 
lenges our attention and confidence. Theſe, 5 
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no cent da ble length in demonſtratn ng that 
this inſtitution is divine. FP 

| Whoever, mas 8650 not cordially embrace 
it, does not lay their whole hearts open to its 
faving influence, and does not place their whole 
dependence for eternal happineſs on a faithful | 


; compliance with the terms it preſcribes, — it 


guilty of treating that ſacred and awful au 
thority which” en coins it wich the Sollen con. 
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7 And ith by rejesing revealed, we! 
do the greateſt indignity to the firſt and m oſt 
fundamental maxim of natural relig gion, "that 
obedience is due- to God in whatever inſtance 
15 OM is clearly interpoſed. 
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| Wo "he. to nan, ere ee felis 
3 cul es c n ned to the 99 ſcanty, precarious | 
5 enjoyments of the preſent! Well then might 
| | his heart inſtinctively revolt from every aſpect 


; 1 of hum deſtin ny... And, alas! what better or 
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more conſolatory are all the {PE oſpetss « of Philo, 7 

5 af. ſophy ! Not a Slable can be gathered from c 5 
; this boaſted ſource of. wiſdom to ſubſtantiate 
. 8 dur hopes beyond the grave. : From, aught , we | 
' have yet learned, by all the IGoveries of reaſon, 
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q a life chiefly marked by its brevity and ſorrow 


LE: - finally cloſes the ſcene, and tarminates all that is 
W intereſiog to mortals in uncertainty 
or oblivion, _ | Re 
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| n fat, nature; alli te | 

no ſatisfactory intelligence about the great ob- 
jects of our W aud our fears. The and au- 
thentic information ſhe vouchſafes, and in which 
we. cannot. be aeg that the preſent 
world is a ſcene of ſuffering. and not of enjoy- 
On the one hand, impelled by the in- 
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- Infancy is loſt amidſt A ved 

nations, and. all the teia ing Eee, Mov " 
ſuſceptible nature——Manhood amidſt the viciſſi- 
tudes of fortune, the requiſitions of fut arity, 
and the torture of diſappointment and. age 
amidſt. all thoſe languors, of body and p. evidh 

dejections of mind, recollections painted with 
5 regret, nd a anticipations darkened by. deſpon- 
Phan oh pangs of a frame verging on diſſo 
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ia 3 truth no whiking what we are, 
for What e made, or "Whither "deſtined, 
withou thoukn# ſerious and pain- 
| als of the world 
e eee part 3 The ſue- 
ceſſſon of one age, one generation,; and one fu 
gitive combination of circumſtances, is juſt as 
conſtant and uniform as that of the ſeaſons. 
Are not all our anceſtors what We ſhall ſoon be? 
ſwept from the records of the living, with the 
miſerable exceptions of a few 'forlorh creatures, 
who, here and there; like the mangled and ſcat- 
red relics of à foreſt after a hurricane, are left 
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Hd Wönt 18 Hed wall che World can pro- 
miſe, fa ey deviſe, or reaſon ſuggeſt, to repreſs 
or meliorate theſe mortifying reflections ! Were 
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5 e ae des d hum 
body, or caprice 5 
: they ' migh 1 admit of a common cure But 
their * are Ig _ ret 
ſolicitudes manage aſſociate — ins 


 Hft hopes of the heart. And what have the 
greateſt and deareſt intereſts of eternity to do 
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diate and dee ele. 7 m. : ai 8 and ex 
aſſurance b . er which will 
more than compenfate all our preſent ſuffetings. 
5 This bears us up, and even keeps our minds 
compoſed and ſerene, under every difficulty 2 
diſarms oppreſſion of its rod; repels the bluſter: 
ing effrontery of vice; lightens the burden of 
affliction; turns aſide the envenomed arrows of 
det _— 2 giyes ſtrength and eon 
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nohat is written, But in what ought to a 


queſtion with each of us is, What advantage 


ee eee he ar W en 


. with: the 7 we expect; the wants w r 
| he hit dn-Hens the 


2 er of God, unanſwerable. They de- 
zohftrate the petulance of the human under - 
| Banding; which; eſpecially in matters of 

higheſt moment, would always be Wiſe above 


us all with a preffure equal to the magnitude 
e' intereſt every one has at ſtake, the 


can be deriyed from an nen rejedtion of 
is great ſaſvatiun? Why | 6 
e a deftiny which 
PO EEE ee us to avoid? Why 
ba ro * and Y 


5 
100 40 „ 
3 0063 log Tor | 
or unrivalled” power 
5 — = 
How fete 50, 


; mes, no charms f for tho 
which unite and es Wy. 3 numerous wi | 
taries of lu xury and parade, which gild the pre- 
ſent. ſecne. of diſtraction and miſehief, Which 
quaſh th e genuine workings. of humane sse 
1 heir belt eſtate empty, fantaſtic, and periſhing. 
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tender one half of the ſpecies, a 
and Aren anotl 
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a: 10 0 this iden 2 18 it not rather ae in - 
diſguiſe? Alas! What pleaſures. can it 3 yield 
what ſorrows abate ? what calarnities leffen ? 
It may amuſe! or) flatter" their riſing falicies' * 
e of life; it may add a momenta 
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arts at reſt in the midſ of diſaſters, or di 
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lered e an intempe | 
hs aching of a toe, make the, : 
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A are . more ane s ant PR 
a beet the difficulty, to the frigid fu 
tions of a ſc philoſophy... it uſeful 
ons, are we not taught by their experience? 
ir prejud gainſt the goſpel may help 
hin to i laugh, or paſs far wits, among 
the oblaſt and profane, give ⁊eſt to t 
| or furniſh. a hs apology, iGo 
Eoin Want 


bw them a en bn or. . of fie] : 
_ neſs. Let Providence ſtrip them of their eatth;. 
qt e jor : ſeize them with debili 


miles ridicule ns bararded on all that is 

PO Ran in futurity ? Do they reap 
my enjoyment, or _ conſolation from the re- 
1 "their ſophi ry or their blaſphemics ? | 
| Alas! their tenets, which have always ſhocked _ 
the beſt of men, even fill their own hearts with 
diſmay, and chill them with horror, when 
poverty comes upon them like an armed nan; 
when they loſe their ſtrength, their friends, 
* their comforts ; when labouring for breath, 
or roaring with pain; when all the reſources of 
phyſic, folly; and impiety, are exhauſted ; when 
| n. ſtares * in the face but infamy or 
* diſſolution! 


energies of religion, whigh” 
Goſpel of Chriſt to be the one thing needful, 
which ſabſtantiats all the nee 5 ; 
| „and which Yon the eee 

city with ainty- 1 


that the dead are bleſſed, wretched were the 
the living Thi ſenſibiy miti- Ov 


at once above and On: | | 
them. For all the ſages that ever flouriſhed in 

any part of the world, have been ſtrangely duped, | 

tony and univerff uy abuſed, if our ultirtate fe · 

and perfection do not make ban in the 


— —„— 


7 
0 vas" 4 EY EIS en tp roy 


1 
; 
| 
ef 
4 
* 
1 
f 
[ 
! 


— 


— re at ions 


——— 
— — — 


1 — 


r ir nr CO 


— 


K T 


er —ͤ ——— 


"or I ——— - — 


. . 8 —— —— 


— RI 


— nnns rents ons ons 


— 


— — —äc—᷑ — — eDen/e I IRR 


— — — — — .. ̃ͤ³!). WII 9s eV Re Ie 
* * » 


+ * * 


, BY. © F ; 4 
, £ 25 0 3 : \ =. DO; 8 8 2g 4 * N 8 Lag s — A a 9 tv £ = 5 85 FE A . ſ 2 If * 
12 N N YI a x * . {LL * kr £2 ; RIG 7 3 C2 4 x 5 F 7 OO *£ $& $2 1 5 3 


e en. ignorance . credu 
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has 5 to you ane l phs,, and 
the advantages of ſuperior fagacity : only in- 
veigle not us in the ſame perplexities with you; 
nor amen, our | hemiſphere with. thoſe, diſmal 
ds which habitually ſettle 


in yours. Continue to impeach the . wiſdom 


n «governs the wands, and the, 
te; but impoſe not 


our wy. We * vou 3 aa 4 1 
faction you enjoy, in the conviction, that, there 
in neither: good nor evil, nor any thing to alarm 


* 


nan, e as he is is in pn e rer 


: dreſs. Suffer us to be ignorant a nd happy, and 
we leave you to be wiſe and wretched. While 
you, like the fowls of heaven and the heaſts of 
the field, are ſatisſied to enjoy your ſeaſon, and 
| ield, in your turn, to a ſucceſſion of the fame 
evaneſcent exiſtence, we will preſume w ith hy- | 
-  milit y and gratitude, notwithſtanding all, your | 
| ſurmiſes and imputations, that there is a, period 
and place appointed and appropriated, in the or- 
dination of Heaven, where, in due time, we ſhall 
yet be as perfect as virtue, and as bleſſed as 
. goodneſs, can make us. Let us. indulge with 
” m_ perſeverance t the pleaſing and. triumphant 
| expectation, that in this kingdom of righteouſ- 
= has heart is not blended by paſſion, nor the 
ö underſtanding darkened with doubts, that all ani- 
moſity is extinguiſhed, that the ſweet exchanges 
| of mutual eſteem are not henceforth checked or 
- ſuſpended by the chilling apprehenſion. of breach 
or ſeparation, and that ſociety is no longer de- 
| baſed or n by the etiquette of pride, the 
KN petulance 
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N Eby,” in perfect Antfötr with all oat bed 
And ſoblimeſt ſentiments, is invariably di ected. 
Vany philoſophers have recommended ** courſe — 
of virtuous conduct from its intrinſic excellence, 1 
its Influence on the happineſs of ſociety, the 
Hope of tewards, and the fear of puni me 
another World. But all their Teaſe 
pothetical, The arguments they Ny 
to inſtruct us in the momentous concerns 
eternity are fo ſubtile, fo indecifive, ſo | equi- 5 
vocal, and their deſcriptions of the ſcenes to 
| which they refer for the coiiſumination of our 
hopes or our fears, are fo ſenfual and ſo low, 
that they have little or no effect on the lives aid 
| hearts of men. It is the prerogative of our Sa- 
'viour alone to bring life and inmortality to Tight 
by the goſpel. This glorious and divine privi- 
j lege, which dignifies a and d diftinguithes our race, 
: 1s 


„ ONLY Bork. = 
is not a inſinuated, but clearly revealed; 
not hinted ſuperficially in a few places, but i- 
5 ter woven with nn his Ma all Ton 1 
tion fror We mapa 1 en b ag- 
ceffion. as our head, repreſentatiye, and ure · 
rumer, 10 the right Hand of the Majeſty en high. | 
Thus is he, dhe ſalvstiou of all the ends of the 
earth, a light to enlighten the Gentiles, and the 
glory of his people Iſrael. His doctriue is 
3uld tried in the fire, which maketh" (rich, and | 
addeth no forrow, the Jakve which openeth: the 
eyes of cle blind, the balm which (heals he 
wounded in ſpirit : his grace is ſufficient for us, 
and his firength made perfect in our weakneſs ; 
his word is @ hight unto our feet, and a lamp unto 
our path; and his name ever was, and ever 
ſhall be, precious Yo them that believe. 
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Aera and ab haþplieſ of your: er West- 
tures? The genius and induſtry daily proſti- 
tuͤted, on this ſtale diſguſting topic; might ſurely 


be more honourabl P's more en Bly. 4 add more 
' eng nn? EN OI 


Were 50 6 h that true anc 
a Chriſtianity: which the writin gs of tho | 
' evangeliſts and apoſtles. exhibit in all its/riative | 
purity and ſimplicity, but which you ignorantly 


and prematurely depreciate, you would ſee it fo 
full of wiſdom, beauty, grace, and divinity, as 


| muſt overwhelm your ſtrongeſt prejudices, preſs 


it upon your conſtant attention and practice, and 
: attach 


HER 3 Whenice e your diſlike of 
an inſtitution, which, under the ſanction of dib 
come, enjoins the cultivation and exereiſe of 
every virtue which can render men eaſy in theit 
wn minds, and a bleſſing to their fellow crea- 
turen z and which is alſo calculated ou cl hk. 
to eriminate, and to puniſh, whatever Hand, 


RE — * 


tendency. to mar BR: comfort or aeg 


£F+# & Þ$ + I. . 
5 i 1 x : 
fe . 833 1 EF ²˙0AuUIUuuu. I ME We Ly 2 8 Pf x 
h 300100 3 F 4 * $24 + 4 5 $6.08 oY „ 5 * © 
: * of 0 
2 * I 5 2 —— * 
| et writer af tet; Hieret 14 76 48 
e 146 21 3% j 5 „ SAL 1 
That the g il | | d 
at th. goſpe While new, untried, and 
* — = n 3 { 1 


inimical to all the deep- -rooted. vices, errors, 
s, and prepoſſeſſions, which govern, and; 
debaſe the minds of men, ſhould meet with dif- 
ficulty, contradiction, and enmities of all kinds, 

was no more than might have been expected 
from the nature of the caſe. and the: temper of, 
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megzts in all enlightened nations; and reje 


day h Igndranch, barbälfllim, bigotry: cool 


_ idolatry; that it has been at ifſus and under diſ. 
exſſfion nearly two thoiſand years, ſtood the ſe· 


ſettled - by legiſlative wiſdom and civil eſtabliſh- = 


dereſt ordeal bf debts,” adraitted all the libet/ 


its opponents could defire, and heard and refuted 
every objedion of the moſt eloquent and * | 
moſt leaftied; both in ancient and modern times; 
that it has finally become an” eſſential — of 
sür boaſted conſtitution, and is ſecured by che 
beſt laws human ſagacity could deviſe, and even 
ſanctioned by the moſt ſolemn oaths, tendered i in 
: the moſt folema manner to our princes and ma- 
giſtrates; might we not fondly and modeſtly 
preſume every tongue would be charmed into 
filence, and every pen ſuſpended from abuſing a 
ſyſtem thus wiſe in its direQtivn, thus powerful 
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and; impious the attempt to perſuade us Nw 
| the conviction and- practice of what combines 
our hopes and fears in our beſt intereſts; enjoins 5 
a worſhip of the divineſt fimplicity ; {and en- 
forces, by the nobleſt proſpects and motives, lo 
chaſte, ſo commanding, and ſo holy a ſyſtem of 
the fubliraeſt and moſt perfect morality and 
piety! Every wiſe and good man, WhO withes 
his own or his neighbour's welfare, muſt con- 
demn you, and reſolve induſtry and zeal, thus 
| ſtrangely miſapplied, into a ſpecies of the moſt 
incorrigible obſtinacy or tet altogether cul- 
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all nature more eee 0 Yea h 16ſo terrible: 
Nor can we be in a worſe ſituation than you, 
though there were not another. But, in the 
firm conviction of a future ſtate of rewards and | 
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In one WO, whe! arguments upon which wi 
credit the goſpel revelation are ſo fair, ſo ra- 
tional, and ſo concluſive; the miracles 'to which 
it appeals are ſo well atteſted, and in their nad 
ture and circumſtances ſo evident Prob ; "of 
divine approbation'; the morality it preſcribes is 
0 Do and excellent, ſo worthy of God' and be 

| neficial 
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ten to vat o life whale tenets 
| are always. in the way of the beſt advice, and 
who have no credit or conſequence from theſe 
but what are derived from the worſt paſſions of 
the human heart. Avoid their company as you 
mud that. of Sn infected by the plague ; 
and regard their principles, however embelliſhed 
by wit, adorned by the graces of eloquence, or 
diſgnilcd and made plauſible by the ſophiſtries of 
falſe reaſoning, as the elements of a ſcience, 
| 4 coders ſoon reduce ſociety to a chaos of 
FITS — miſery; 
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—— om our welfare as men and 


un was not 2 Stn igie of the  Meſfnh 


Ay the late Rev. e one of the miniſters 
| of Edinburgh, before the Society in Scotland for prop 

: Chriſtian knowledge, in the year 1760, and lince repobtiſhed | 

5 in the Scotch Preacher: and whoever would be charmed with 

the beauties of a fine compoſition, ſee the futility of moſt ob. 

jections againſt religion, or contemplate the ſtrong body of 

evidence by which the claims of it are ſupported, can 

conſult nothing in the language more capable of giving 

the fulleſt ſatisfaction. This moſt excellent ſermon is 


4 


5 wan when geddes the preacher 
officers WhO were ſent by the coun ap- 
prehend our Saviour, were aſked ien 


Why have ye not brought him? They an- 


ese — * _ : 


f ward, Never man ſpake like this man; they 


eir convictions in the face of their 


aiccated if asd be ee nal Witt df 1 


the beſt intereſts of mankind, As all his earneſtneſs evidently 
aroſe from a love of truth, he argued and ſpake as he felt and 
wiſhed others to feel. His eloquence is therefore the natural 
expreſſion of a mind penetrated and impreſſed with a ſenſe of 
divine things, and of a heart duly. warmed by the lovelineſs 
and majeſty of what he ſaid. Few religious tracts, and eſpe- 


cially tracts in religious controverſy, diſcover. ſo, much ſim- 


plicity and ſweetneſs i in the ſtyle, ſuch ſublimity and nature in 
the ſentiment, or are ſo happily calculated to gain the heart as 


well as the judgment : and he who can peruſe what is here 
ſuggeſted in behalf of revelation, and yet continue to think it 


an impoſture, muſt be under 55 influence of 2 at leaſt 
| not auch to be envied. Py 
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-— i real, chat t the promiſes it vou 
| | | it inſpires can'by 
warmth, / the 


Conwert and the peace which it dif 
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1 Folly. It is an evidence alſo ſo palpable and 
aäkrect that a good man cannot eaſily be deceived, 
dar a bad man deceive himſelf. It appeals to a 5 
ude altogether rom what he may think or 

"fay in his own behalf, but is enabled to decide 

WP on what God, who cannot be miſtaken, and will 

| not lis, hath aid of chat new heart and right c 
and requires in the 
This is that new name and the 5 
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"white en 10 man "knoweth" but he that 
1 And be will find it fuffctent to for- 
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fluences en 8 our Wils, 


_ rity to man Do we perceive ourſelves es riſing 


to an hu mble reſemblance of God's moral pet- - 
tions ients"of the divine 
image drawn upon our fouls? Are our tuchulent 


vill of ot Po we fine ut "guilty k. 
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nod ſenſual t 1 a | foiritual * divine na- 
Ate? Whoever is thus firmly perſuaded in his ( 1 
own mind, arb, as the ſeripture expreſſeth it, | 
es ſeal age e, and his ex 
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ve me, will l he ſay, renounce 
my religion, and e the ese con- 


ceive in e all delpile that ras] © 


ledge. w which enli 
which is pregnant with 
I forego all thoſe divine ſatisfactions which 
the contemplation of the wiſdom and mercy of 
God in the redemption. of mankind by Jeſus 
ſo abundantly affords ? Shall I ſuppreſs 
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btens and refines my mind. 
eſs and with joy * 
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ſure and joy? W Wege ad- 


viſe. me to withdraw my traſt! in God, which 
reconciles me to all the events of life ae 
deſi 


— 


d to work together for my 8 2 Would 


pt me to forſake à good conſcience, 
my moſt intimate, my moſt» del 
panion, in the deepeſt ſolitude, in che greateſt 


outward diſtreſs ? Would vou perſuade me @, 
barter my hope in death, my tranſporting pro- 


ortal bleſſedneſs, for apprehenſions 
of annihilation, which freeze me with. horror ot 
diſtract me with deſpair ? Can I thus e 
from the paradiſe 0 Son to 


Simi! infidelity ? No. Thanh 1 — 


wee 


be able to anf\ 
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enemies of truth, the lovers of pleaſure, or the 
r oo  ” vVoataries 
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thing 7 , that whereas T Was blind, now 1 cron | 
5 This was the Pang ate blind man in 
| the. golpel, hom Jeſus | reſtored to ſight. | 
When aſked by the Phariſees how he received 
his ſight, he told them Chriſt opened hit eyes. 
e e deſired him to give God the 
praiſe, for, ſay they, ice know-this' man ir 4 
ſinner, that is, a deceiver; he replied, Whether 
| he be a fimier or no, I know not. One thing I 
Ano, that whereas I was blind, now I fee. 
You may eſteem him a deceiver, or what you 
pleaſe, but in this one hing 1 moſt certainly am 
not deceived, that, aherear * Was TR org my . 
Ae now 1 1 


Thus v when we find our e gs en- 
| larged and elevated by the glorious and capti- 
vating objects of an unſeen world! when we 


ſeel our minds renewed, our hearts purified, our 


guilty conſci iences paeißed, our luſts and paſ- 
ſions, our avarice and 


ambition, our r envy and 
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1 evenge, our love 
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13 0 ment to carnal enjoyments, ſubdued by the „„ 
| goſpel of Chriſt, we are furniſhed by the beſt 


4s 


' * reaſon to conclude 


viour of the world; that his religion i dvine 4 


re is no other name under heaven by _. _ 
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the world, and our attach. 


at he was indeed the Meſſiah, the S. 
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1 Mas, of all creatures, is leaſt alive to his beſt 
- intereſt. How frequently and confi dently does 


: : one animal claim the protection of another from 


outrage or danger? Every open window is an 
| aſylum to'the dove from the talons of the hawk ; 
and the redbreaſt, with an obliging confidence, 


takes ſhelter in the boſom of humanity from 
the inclemency | of the ſky.. But we, as if deaf 
to the kindeſt ſuggeſtions of nature, are, in fact, 
never leſs ſolicitous than where moſt  effentially 
concerned. „„ „ 


Why do we not transfer the anxiety we feel 
8 in trifles to matters of ſerious and immortal 
„„ „„ % - onobnce t 


— 


aner arb. Wei 


conſequence? How ficred are the prefer 
Wikis' phyfician to the patient who wifhes'for 


health? What will not the hungry de for 


bread? And, on the brink of an awful pre 
IG" not " llixtely mad, would deſpiſe the 
nduftrioufly avoid the hand, which, 


voice, or 1 


: affiſtance or reli FY” 


When but an 1 ſovereign ks, "has = 


profound attention Hangs on every yIlable he 


utters! Were his words the harbingers of life 
2 or death, they could hardly excite more eat 


neſs and ſolicitude There i is  fomething i in our 
ideas of majeſty ſo o mmanding and reſpect- 
able that it is impo! Lt not to find our hearts 
deeply affected, by. whatever is explicitly and 
formally directed from an authority thus au 6. 
and irreſiſtible. And ſhall Majeſty fu preme ! 
eternal! and incomprehenſible! while urging \ ws 
awful concerns of our immortal ſpirits, be re- 
garded with coldnefs or. indifference > What is 
the Re revelation of his will, but an a 


in ſuch an berg danger, 1 ſhould ler 
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from us with a reception equal ta its value? 
Are we ſenſible of the diſtinction it confers, or 


ance? Rather may not the Almighty literally 


adopt the prophet $ complaint, All day have 70. 
NAtretebed out my hand to a OS. and ge. 


"IM 1 


= NESS 
$5; 
% a 


All 8 tins us with ee ag 


in ingratitude thus unaccountable and monſtrous, 


Did ever the earth diſclaim her connection witk 
the ſup, the branch with its root, of the 


ſtream with its fountain? Is the by ce fond of 
the plant which yields it honey, the brood of 
the wing which ſhelters it from injury, and the 
babe of the breaſt which it ſuckleg? And ought 
not the loſt, who cannot fave themſelves, ta 
hear the benignant accents of falyation, by the 
interpoſition of mercy, with joyful humility, 
liſten to the propitious overtures of Heaven with 
| pratde and receive * truths of the goſpel 


| ” | | | os, | 5 Win 


; n of bis gracious earneſtneſs 1 1 0 1 
portunity for our welfare? And doth it meet | 


happy in the goodneſs it preſſes on our accept _ 
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or THE GOSPEL. „ 16 i 


with Os and fincerity ? For 8 and 
earth are agreed that food is not more neceſfary 
to the hungry, th 


h g tothe naked, WR: 


i eine to the "_ than 1 are to * $25 03 P | 


FE, ; F 
2 


goſpel diſpenſation is not only glory 10 God i in 
the: higheſt, but Peace and good-wwill towards men. 
Such ing 
of all his paternal tenderneſs and care, Who in 
kindneſs to his rational but refractory offs pring 


delivers them in this manner from the conſe- 
| quences of their own folly. - That they may not 
have a diſtreſs unrelieyed, a wrong unredreſſed, 


2 han not his Sow into ;he way to . 
the world, but that the world through him might 1 | 
Be ſaved. The great and ultimate object of a 


ed is the gracious and fatutary purpoſe. 


<Z&ei4 


or a want unſupplied ; all the works of nature, 


and the whole weight of an eternal Providence, 
are directed by him to co- operate in their favour. 
Thus the benignity of Heaven is ſupreme, in- 
oxhauſtible, and unceaſing. For, notwithſtand- 
ing the frailties of our natures, and the depra- 5 
vity of aur e our ignorance, perverſeneſs, 
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Think not "i = T has me | whe 
9 5 not have mercy. upon yo; that his alpe: 
any of our concerns is in the leaſt degree un- 
favourable or. diſcpuragin 8 3 that ſeverity with- 
out lenity is the excluſive object of his govern- 
ment 3 or that he regards our. imperfections 
with ſternneſs, or even without pity. This 
were to flander his goodneſs, and. reduce the 
unalterable maxims of his Providence 
ſtandard of human depravity. But all his at- 
tributes and workings are on the ſide of mo 
Creation originated in the fulneſs and ardour 
of this divine principle, which peryades we) 
animates the whole ſyſtem. of exiſtence, And 
what is Ciſtianicy but an N 


2 monu- 


| ment of that grace which abounds to the chr 
„ W It was conceived in the plenitude of 
a benevol co which excoos all our waits and | 


- merits ar a crucified . eee Sa- 
viour. e ee with a luſtre which 
8 the habitations of heaven, and beams 
ado It unveils and exhibits an | 
beauty, a grandeur, a majeſty, perfe&tly, Ih 
"ONS and Ma . 


\ 2 * * 29 
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„ the genius 20 tend 
* which offers pardon to the guilty, and 
confers immortality on dying creatures. Con- 
 ſeiqus imperfection and depravity is a ſentiment 
which haunts the beſt of us like a ghoſt. We 


cannot go where the ſecret and powerful work - 


ings of conſcience will not ſeize our apprehen | 


ſions, and a thouſand criminal imbecilities, pre- 


eee and omiſſions, riſe in ſolemn and awful 
RE ; . - remembrance 


rtal n all the abodes of mor- 


ncy. of thaties 
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went, and eternity ſtaring 
underſtanding clouded with ignorance and de- 
2 ranged with appetite and paſſion, a life tarni 16d 
and chequered with vice, and an heart lbvuring - 
and oppreſſed with fear, what would we not 
on e on 
minds, to be reſcued from the bitter Pani: of 
remorſe, and the teaſing inquietudes of uncer- 
tainty, and to be prepared for entering on 
another world with” ſolid AE and ve 
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What mal we fs to be eh ? or e e 
| foall we come. before the Lord? are queſtions of 


the moſt indiſpenſable neceſſity and i importance, 
and in the folution of which every individual is 
5 deeply intereſted. From this great, this final, 


this impartial, and univerſal trial, there is no 


6 


exemption. The young and the old, the rich 


and the poor, the tyrant and his vaſſal, are 1er 
on a level, and muſt ultimately ſtand « or fall by 


their own. perſonal and independent qualities. 
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3 may „ trifle w 


caſe be adequate to all the obliquities of guilt, 


the thief, may riot in the plunder of his neigh» 


bour, the worthleſs amaſs fortunes by means of 


= diſhoneſty, the unjuſt ſervant foully betray the 

intereſt, or negligently perform the ſervioe f 
his maſter, the rich may grind the faces of the 
poor, and the poor prowl like wolves on the 
property, the reputation, and whatever is dear . 


to the rich; but for all theſe things they mult 


anſwer at laſt to the Searcher of hearts, and 


: before a tribunal, where it is as impoſſible for 


guilt to eſcape, as for i innocence to ſuffer, And 
though human life, over the whole earth, be 


little better than one unbroken ſyſtem of mut 


inſult and depredation, that God, to Whom 
the whole ſpecies are every where and equally 
accountable, will not be thus treated, for what- 


5 ever 4 f South, that and that . *. 
de. 


Nor 


ith the clini of mortals blind 
nd fallible as yourſelves, human juſtice may be 
| eluded, the laws of ſociety may not in every : 
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dennis, or as 
by his favour. He only is the God with: who 


the Judge on wh. 
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is it Repay any 6 artifice or rut, 


we have to do, the Sovereign to whom we owe 


the profoundeſt homage, the Benefactor from 


whom we receive every thing richly 70 enjoy; 


laſting fate depends. We muſt therefore regard 


- him with the deepeſt reverence, with unfeigned 
| e, and with an importunity in ſome de- ; 
|  gree proportionate to the value of thoſe ſpi- 


gratitu 


ritual and immortal intereſts which are ſolely 


at his diſpoſal, and without which nothing MC 


. or heaven can res our deſtruction. 
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or as guilty creatures? In what inquiry can we 


be ſo well and rationally employed as in ſettling 
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fe unerring verdict our ever · 


KSL. | our 


i eminently | bessebes our £ 
preſent critical and precarious ſituation as fallen 
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for coming to e on a 1 1 ee in- 
finite moment is the more precious and preſſ ſlings, 
aner. Marks, 
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and to enjoy that peace of | 
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z 18 MERCIT U, \REQUISITIONS | 
elſe. without a foul? Does religion era no” | 
more than a common attendance at church once 

a week, or a mere formal diſcharge of duties i in 
Which the heart and life have no concern ? Can” 
we expect to enjoy thoſe bleſſings reſerved in i 

” . heaven forthe beſt, only by avoiding ſuch-enor- * 

. mities as mark the worſt? Are the glorious w 
and unfadin ag rewards of real and operative vir- 
tue due to thoſe who are ſatisfied with the \ 
| ſhadow inſtead of the ſubſtance, who reſt in ap- 

- pearances alone, and are content to abſtain hem: b 
ſuch violations of deceney and law only as might 
ſubject them to the cognizance of eivil juſtice? 
What claim have they to the honours and bleſſ- 
ings of an unblemiſhed and meritorious reputa- 

tion, who could riot in the groſſeſt immoralities 
but for the infamy and deteſtation which ſtill 

: | attend them? Or ſince his wiſdom i is not to be 

5 1 deceived, is it practicable by any means inde- 

3 pendent of virtue to ſecure his favour ? Will 

he regard the worſhipper in proportion to the 

coſtlineſs or value of his oblation? Does he 

a make our happineſs che price or condition of” 
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asd and deplorable were the life of man, 


5 vere. ned on a 8 th, 3 * 


auh, exiſtence would not be a bleſſing but | 


e. Under the e of W 
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gated by a thouſand  ſenkbilitie, 9 
from a ſituation of ſuch extreme hazard and 
anxiety, whither could he fly for refuge, to 
What expedient have recourſe, where find an 


aſylum from the accumulated horrors of fu- 


mg and the foret ng ee of his 
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= 55 whole 1 race are 13 in- 
volved, the Sun of righteouſneſs appears. He 
hath Shewed the, 0 man, what 1 Js go 5 that 
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never find; nn e 


we had offended, and to whor 
able, hath ſettled and ii the 1 terms num 


and ſo much doubted;/ that myſtery bid fro, 


ages, is thus een n an" pe. 


amin of his will contair ih. 
| Nu ſolution of all our doubts, and a hare ; 
life to come are 10 TY owl 


The ſcenes of a 
up in awful 
mpenetrable obſcurity.  We' khow that 


eur Redeemer lrveth, that our Maker is pro- 


pitious, and that infallible means of delivering 
our ſouls from death are eſtabliſhed een —_ = 


which he is willing to be reconciled, Thus 
e propoſition on the part of heaven is made 


and tendered, and nothing waiting but our ac- 
ceptanee to ſecure an inheritance which is 


= 
8 > * 


ding, u undefiled, and paſeth mot away. And 
I'D 8 | that 


3 
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that our unbelief and | obſtinacy may remain for 
ever inexcuſable, he even Fwears by. bine HF, 
becauſe he can Swear by no greater, that be has 
no pleaſure in our death, | # 


| What then doth religion x require a us ; but to 
act chat part, and fulfil thoſe obligations moſt 
conſonant to truth and nature. We can never | 

ſo effectually pleaſe God, or obey his will, as. 

in doing good to ourſelves and one another. 
The more effectually to ſecure theſe ſalutary | 
and deſirable objects, he makes the means of . 
our bappineſs the condition of his favour; nor 
can we ever be fo ſure of his . 
a8 when conſcious of having acted well. 

| There is indeed no worſhip, | no penitence, 
no religion, ſo grateful. on earth, or ſo ac- 
ceptable in heaven, as a conduct founded in 
ſtrict integrity and honour. | God and man are 
united in ſtamping it with peculiar dignity | 
and diſtinction. It ; is this which gives a right 
88 the tree of 1 / ifs, which entitles the human to 
N 5 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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a participation * the divine nature, lick 
wreſts the ſting from dea 


„ and diveſts the 
grave of horror, which RN the bi | 


dregs of life, and which ultimately adminiſters * 


an eaſy and joyful acceſs to an immortal king- 
dom of 955 pureſt and moſt ſubſtantial Mat. 


tude. 


DIVINE | 


-vivins PERFECTION. THE arsr 
STANDARD OF MORALS. 


9 Z Py . 


„ 


Arr the phenomena of nature give con- 
ſpicuous notices of an all- wiſe and almighty 


Creator; our relation to him as Maker and Go- 


vernor of all things 3 our dependence upon him 


for all our enjoyments; the homage and ſervice | 


"we owe him; what we have to dread from bis 


diſpleaſure, and the confidence we ſhould repoſe 
in his goodneſs, Surely a due ſenſe of ſuch a a | 
connection with ſuch a Being, rightly adjuſted _ 
and reg gularly purſued, might well be expected 


to produce in the minds of men real and ſub- 
ſtantial tranquillity ; for it may well be laid 


down as an incontrovertible maxim, that what- 
ever is not the- ſource of all happineſs cannot be 
| true religion. No. The God and Father of the 


s univerſe, who takes 'the tendereſt intereſt and 
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concern in the n of all his numerous 
- family, can be the author of no inſtitution "I p 
 tinguiſhed by any other tendencies than thoſe | 


of humanity and benevolence, of benigpiry and” 

5 . 5 

: But if 1 we Dk. into the world x we ſhall per- 

Ceive the face of things hath a quite different 

appe nes. Reli igion is fearful, ſuſpicious, full 

ek doubts and 'miſgi givings of heart; never ſatiſ- 

fied with itſelf; continually ſeeking, but ſel- 
dom finding where to fix in reſt and quietneſß. ee 


11 happens therefore that ſome, not rightly con- 


| fidering the cauſes of things, miſconceive reli- , 


| . 1 gion itſelf, and think it better to lay aſide all 
1 . 1 pretences to it, than for ever to toſs and fluc- = 
= :, tuate in that ocean of darkneſs with Which isͤs 
| '; 1 5 ſurrounded. Thus ſuperſtition, by. aeaderige 
f many miſerable in purſuit of religion, makes 


others, to avoid being loſt in that gulf, preci- 
pitate themſelves into another of infidelit y and 


extremes true nn is loſt, and, Aogether 


| 
=" irrcligion, which is much deeper. In theſe two 


— 


IR. 4 


mind which belongs to it alone. 


—_— STANDARD: OF MORALS. | 
WW 


- with. it, chat 


i 

For let us view the ſupreme: Being 8 -— 
which of theſe. extremes we pleaſe, his ap- 
pearance muſt. be dreadful: we ſhall ſee him 
- _ in all the terrors of najeſty and power, 33 
but every ray that flows from his mercy and 
kindneſs will be quite intercoptes: ou our 0 -/ 


ches, e . - mY 


\ "ark ee ſees nothing in God but the 


Judge; and the Avenger; and haſtens back to 


his infidelity to ſhelter him from that wrath. 5 


and juſtice which, even in imagination, are in 


e 


a 3 
A 
„ 


: © Superſtition is ſo perpetually enveloped in the 


gloomy clouds of black apprehenſions and ſuſpi- 


cions, that it cannot diſcern the beauties of the 

great Creator. Every frightful ſpectre that 

ſtalks in its own timorous fancy is miſtaken for ' 

| the e Deity, and becomes the God of its idolat ry; 
: * 3 Pl Wag 


- 


166 proine renrserien THE" 


= ſore ſavages are fad to Oy demons not 1 5 


| 927 love but n 


— 


Wbende We theſe fad calamities ? What 


7 atk robbed mankind of the comfort, the plea- — 


ſures, and the rewards of religion? And how 
hath this living F pring, this fountain of delight, 


been corrupted, and all its waters turned into 
gall and bitterneſs. Theſe misfortunes have 


ariſen from miſtaken notions, a and falſe conclu- 


ſions; chiefly from erronequs and unworthy : 


ideas of that God whom to know is life eternal. 
Whether we confider the inſtruction. or the 


encouragement neceſſary for our progreſs in 5 
holineſs, we. ſhalt find, having true and wor- 


thy. notions of God and his perfections, the 


i beſt means by which we can come to the 


| knowledge of our duty, and the beſt motive to 
4 pag it when Known. 


The "= M of pole are the rule by which | 


men are to act ſuch a part as may pleaſe God. 
F It 5 impoſſible chat Ne thing e itn 


* 
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| 'G0d but what is agreeable to bis nature po 
e en 7 and unleſs we know. what. theſe. | 
are, we can never know what duties, will pleaſe b 
bim. God. himſelf hath, from all eternity, ex- 
8 iſted infinite happy. His happineſs was com- 


plete before the univerſe was framed ; before an- 
gels or man were called forth into being, in 


order to adore, to illuſtrate, and to partake of it. 


His own eternal attributes are an inexhauſtible 


ſpring of all ſatisfaction. Since all the poſſible 
reaſons for infinite pleaſure are contained in the 


nature of the Deity, it follows that nothing can 


be i in the leaſt pleaſing to him, any farther than 
it is in ſome degree a faint ſimilitude of his na- 
ture, the imperfect ſemblance of his perfections. 


For if any of our ſervices were diſtin& from 
| theſe, and yet ſufficient to pleaſe bim, he could 


not be ſaid to have in himſelf all the grounds of 


an infinite ſatisfaction, which it 1s an a abſurdity 
to ſuppoſes e tis | 


4 


80 that has: nature and „ of b che 


Al ighty are a certain ſtandard, both of what 


M 4 | bath 
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7 from all eternity, and of rh to all 


8 | eternity | ſhall be well ran to bim. 8 4684750 


— 


The W of God is Wen the proper in- 

+ - - Aden for pleaſing him: for how is it poſſible 
for us to be ignorant of what will pleaſe'him 
when we know what has pleaſed: him for ever ? 
It is true, God hath given us an expreſs revela- 

tion of his will, and marked out the rule of our 

| conduct diſtinctly; yet it is ſtill neceſſary for us 

to recur to the ſtudy of his divine nature, to 

underſtand his will after it is revealed; without 

| right apprehenſion of which, we ſhall neither 

know our duty nor what will pleaſe God, al- 
| ge he hath aer ſhewn us both. 


2 
3 


ky 


„ 0 He Wanne 1 us to be 
juſt and righteous, to be faithful and true. The 
reaſon of the command is obvious. Theſe are 
divine perfections. But unleſs we know what 

the juſtice and righteouſneſs, the faith and the 


PF | truth of God are, how is it poſſible for us to 
5 3 imitate him in thels, notwithſtanding he bath 
it os 1 enjoined 


5 STANDARD" or MORALS. _ "ou: 


nj ined them? Since the aue of ae 
15 artes from the perfections of God, how can 

: we underſtand the one unleſs: we "EE" T clear 
| W of the other? e ee OED 


| We are Aa in tr : cps to be 
merciful and perfect, as our Father who - is in 
heaven: but if we know not what mercy and 
perfection in God are, how ſhall we ever in = 
s theſe ref} pets be like him? So that the nature |: 


of the Su preme Bein; f is our only infallible guide 


by which to underſtand the nature of the moral ; 
duties enjoined in the revelation of his will. 
' Unleſs we have recourſe to this, we certainly err 
in our interpretation of them. And' this is not 
only requiſite to underſtand our duty when re- 
vealed, but is eſſentially neceſſary alſo antece- 
dent to all revelation. It is ſuch a knowledge 
as without it we could not have ſufficient 
| grounds to underſtand the ſcriptures, however 
otherwiſe explicitly delivered. And in that caſe 
revelation itſelf were uſeleſs and nugatory. For 
8 unleſs we are firſt perſuaded. of the eſſential 


„ 8 . 
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meſs of God, and his 


care, how can we be aſſured OTE. RY — 5 
: make any ſuch revelation ? How can we be cer- 
tain that what is revealed i is indeed his will, but 
by firſt knowing him to be the God of truth, 
who cannot- \ deceive ? Or, ſuppoſing that the 
- ſcriptures when firſt revealed. were his will, yet 
bow can we be fatisfied that they till continue 
to be ſo, but by knowing that he is unchange- : 
able in his nature, that in him there is no 
 variableneſs nor ſhadow of turning. Or what 
avail thoſe laws he hath enjoined, unleſs we 
know him for the ſupreme Lord, who hath abſo- | 
lute right and unqueſtionable authority to ena 
them ? Or what would all his promiſes. and 
threatenings avail, unleſs we believe him juſt 
and faithful, that he will execute as he hath 5 
threatened, and reward as he hath promiſed? 


The knowledge of God is the beſt means of 
attaining the knowled ge of our duty : and i; 
'. moreover, the moſt powerful motive to excite | 

us to pfractiſe it when known. The only | 


= ; means, 


8 


to move and raiſe the p 
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means, lit can be afforded us bo d our dutyyis 
to have ſuch arguments Ws 
paſſions, to Iinfluence our 

wills, and excite us to action. | 


; * 
„ 


ow it is the property of a an cg to 0 
| actuated by argument and perſuaſion; and 
wherever there is virtue in any action, it muſt 
be under the direction of a free choice, per» 
formed by the influence of reaſon and moral 


argument. Perſuaſive motives muſt be pro-—- 


poſed, and the compliance with, or rejectio 
them left to the judgment of the agent. For 5 
whatever abounds in ſuch | arguments as are 
moſt able to move our paſſion, is fitteſt to excite 
our religious obedience. There is nothing con- 
ceivable ſo abſolutely proper for this, as the 
contemplation. of the nature and perfections of 
God. For every attribute of the Deity is both 
| a reaſon or foundation for ſome duty, and a 
motive to practiſe it. Nor can the difference 
of men's particular diſpoſitions be ſo great, but 
Ra woe will be ſomething | in the divine perfections 


. | 


of, : 
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goodneſs of God, and his continual Yroviden 

I _ Jon how can we be aſſured that he meld | 
make any ſuch revelation? How can we be cer- 
tain that what is revealed is indeed his will, but 

, - firſt knowing him to be the God of truth, - 

who cann 


ꝛ0t deceive? Or, ſuppoſing that the 
3. N ſeriptures when firſt revealed were his will, yet . 
bow can we be ſatisfied that they ill continue 
to be ſo, but by knowing that he is unchange- 7 
able in his nature, that in him there is no 
Et variableneſs nor ſhadow ' of turning. Or what 
_ avail thoſe laws he hath enjoined, unleſs we 
know him for the ſupreme Lord, who hath abſo- 
Jute right and ungueſtionable authority to enact 
them ? Or what would all his promiſes and 
threatenings avail, unleſs we believe him -juſt 5 
and faithful, that he will execute as he hath 1 
© threatened, and reward as he hath promiſed ?_ 


The knowledge of God is the beſt means of 

attaining the knowledge of our duty : : and it is, 

a mor eover, the moſt powerful motive to excite : 

us to practiſe it when known. The only 5 
; 5 8 means, | 
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or MORALS. 17 N 
means dat can be afforded us to do our duty; i is 
to e. ſuch argume ts laid b . as are e apt 


in and excite 0s to 4 4 Phe 


For it is the property of a moral- agent to be 
| actuated by. argument and perſuaſion ; and - 

wherever there is virtue in any action, it muſt 

be under the direction of a free choice, per- 
formed by the influence of reaſon and mor 
argument. Perſuaſive motives muſt be pro- 
paoſed, and the compliance with, eee, 
them left to the judgment of the agent. For 
whatever abounds in ſuch arguments as are 

moſt able to move our paſſion, is fitteſt to excite 


our religious obedience. There i is nothing con- 

ceivable ſo abſolutely proper for N be as the 
contemplation of the nature and perfection: 

God. For every attribute of the Deity i is both 

a reaſon or foundation for ſome duty, and a 

motive to practiſe it. Nor can the difference 

1 of men's particular diſpoſitions be ſo great, but 

. here will be n in the divine perfections 


a, 
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; lated t to: move them old 97" 
late their effects. S0 that whether a man 's na- 
tural conſtitution. rend him capable of being 
influenced chiefly by: en by fear, by ſhame, 
by love, or any other. prevailing paſſion which 
can rule the human breaſt, he may always find 
: eſpondent attoibints in God, his omni- | 
potency, his em his juſtice, his merey, 

or whatever is moſt naturally apt to excite ſuch 
ſentiments in him. And theſe attributes bein 9 
5 all infinite, what force can be conceived ſtronger 


or, more likely to make us What we ſhould: be? 


What is it but: an Almighty reaſon applied wo - 
that paſſion which is in uſe to controul and de- 
termine the whole man? 1 


> f 


<6 On Sadie of Ms great force and efficacy 
contained in ſuch - motives, it certainly is that 


they are ſo 0 

1 frequently do we: there find mention made of 

| the power, the merey, and the juſtice of the 15 
Almighty; of his being able to ſave and deſtroy 
to the uttermoſt ; of bis being full of compaſ- 

„„ 1 ” | - ſion, 


en made uſe of in ſeripture. Ho- 
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Gettin 5 e nd ly merciful: ai cm 4. of 
,- bis hatred of 
ing the guilty? And for what reaſ 
8 attributes | ſo often enut 


* 


1: are. theſe 


f 
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These eee of God are not the moſt 


f frequent, but, indeed, the only motive to holineſs 
which the eee contain: Fo ti ; 
are there diſſuaded from bi t <a 
temporal aun eternal c [ER 

virtue by promiles of Marie and a:foraw-blitiey 


yet it is plain that neither of theſe, nor an 


promiſes or threats whatever Al influence Mn. 


but only in fo far as we believe him to 


cere and true who hath promiſed and threat- 


ned, If we are moved to the practice of our 


duty upon the account of temporal goods and 
evils, it muſt be, becauſe we are fully perſuaded 


fear God, and ſhower down diſtreſs. and anguiſh 
on the; heads of the wonthleſa and unbelit 


5 — 


ſin, alid his reſolution af ne . cl ar- 


nerated, bur e excite. 
wah den to .QDCTC 10 n IE * FR EET 81 >: | 


I; Providence, that will, make 
all things work. together for Zood to them. that - 
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hom of all gs motives i id perſuaſions. „ 
is from the notion of a God alone that men 
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ae man, it ng be, becauſe he believes the 


| ; Almighty to be o by tth ul 
infallibly reward where he hath prom 


1 and juſt that he wall - 


puniſh where he hath threatened to do, both, the 


one and the RE 5:9. 8 329) 
: 1 . 
"Fe a ö 2 2 in 1 1 


5 | 


L [ 
ps: 


4 hats ibu 2 hs God. are _ YR 


+ to-haye any ſenſe of religion 3 and it is by 


the fame principle only that they can determine 


whether any part of their reli gion be true or 


When we conſider God as the Lord and 


vernor of the univerſe, we ſoon perceive our- 


{elves to be in ſubjeQion, and that we ſtand 
obliged both by intereſt and duty to 7 him 
the moſt unreſerved and univerſal obedience. 


But what is that obedience ? and in hs ac- 


tions does it conſiſt ? For ſatisfaction in theſe 
5 ee 


Anheben and/true, our obedience 


be juſt and reaſonable. If we conceive: 48 80 
de holy, pure, and juſt, we ſhall neceſſarily 
15 cad hat no ſervice can pleafe him but what 
| is agreeable to holineſs, purity, and N | ice. 
we conceive him to be a being good e 


5 ciful, a common pg to all, eee, 


conelude, ub een bind us to — love 
| and univerſal benevolence, | ext 84772 


F 
1 1 5 ws 
* 1 


If we take from the notion of God any of they, 
moral perfections that belong to it, the alteration 
will alſo affect religion, which will degenerate 
12 in n the ſame 3 as the idea 105 the ! 
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1 
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There is no more certain way of preſerving 
ourſelves ſtedfaſt in the purity of the goſpel, 
than by obſerving this rule. Enthuſiaſm, or 


deſtructive zeal, could never have ariſen among 


c Chriſtians al men had compares their practices 
On with 
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with 2 natural ſenſe they: have of the Deit) "HE 
+3 hey 11 ſhould have ſeen, that to defend even re- 
| ligion by cruelty and bloodſhed, muſt be hateful 
in the fight of God. Religion could never have 
degenerated into ſuch folly and ſu perſiition as 
in ſome places it hath done, had the true notion 
n been preſerved, and every religious a0 

tion been examined by it. Nor could infidelity 

have been produced. by theſe. ſuperſtitions, if if 
men had formed their notions of religion from 
the nature of God, and not e the follies of 
their fellow creatures. 


This wie * the Moſt t High 1 0 us 
ä 8 cultivate and improve, as the ſafeſt i in- | 
ſtructor in all doubts, the true principle of re- 
| ligious wiſdom, and the ſureſt ae to * 
| eternal, | 
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Taz cannot be a more fatal ſymptom. of 


depravity and, corruption, in any ſociety. of 
Chriſtians, than inſenſibility to the impreſſions, 
or want of taſte for the peculiar doctrines, of the 


goſpel. Perhaps no period in our hiſtory 5 N 
be ſpecified in which mankind. have appeared 


more knowing or leſs pious; better informed or 
more degenerate ; with faculties ſo well culti- 
vated, or diſpoſitions ſo little affected * the 


hopes or fears of a world to come. 


In the preceding age much addreſs Was re- 


—_ keep infidelity in countenance. 1 | 
E 


combined energies of wit, and eloquence, 


and learning, could not protect it from the 
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odium and honeſt indignation of our forefathers, 
who had till common ſenſe enough to perceive 
and deteſt its pernicious conſequences. They 
were, at leaſt, not ſcared out of all their beſt 
hopes and ſtrongeſt convictions by the world's = 
„ dread laugh.” The principles of the goſpel 
were ſo faſtened in their natures, and twiſted/ 
about their hearts, that ſome reaſoning or ſo- 
| phiſtry was then neceſſary to diſcredit their au- 
thority and abate their influence. The ſcales 
are now, however, ſo effectually turned, that 
| the friends and advocates of our holy religion 
ſeem no longer bold in her cauſe, but eye one 
another as ſoldiers who deſert their colours in 
the day of battle, and are marked, and even 
ſcouted, in ſome companies, like aſſociates in 
fraud, whoſe ſchemes are blown upon, and 
whoſe characters are detected and expoſed! E 


Thüs, to do public homage to the God of 
our fathers, to worſhip him avowedly, who 
made the heavens and the earth, and to love | 
and honour his Son, who redeemed our 
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J. 1 auc, is even «hou ght, in this refined 
and faſtidious age, to N in need oye 1 


apology, Eo. 


— But we | proba; in the name of Chriſtianity, | 
againſt this daſtardly conſpiracy of her enemies, 
whole paſſions are intereſted in decrying her 

beauty and excellence, and appeal to thoſe who 5 
know who ſhe is, _ what ſhe can do, who 
have actually made the experiment, and who, by 
ſubſtantiating the terms ſhe preſcribes, are how 
in full ne of all her blefling 8 and _ 

ments. e 


Would vou ſee her as ſhe practically exiſts, 
| us ſhe is delineated in action, in her probation 
and perfection, as tried and triumphant; lift 

up your eyes to the habitations of holineſs, 
where her divine empire is for ever'eſtabliſhed * 
and realized. Do ye aſk who thoſe ſplendid 

multitudes of all kindreds, . and nations, and 

languages, are, who fill the celeſtial manſions, 
and are clothed i in white robes, with crowns. of 
2 e ee glory 
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. * 


: LE glory. on their heads, palms of viclory in 1 ber 
hands, and the 55 praiſes . God in their 


mouths 2 


- Theſe. are they which came out. of great tri- 
4 18 and have waſhed their robes, and. made 
| them white in the blood of the Lamb. Therefore, 
are they defi the throne of God. 


— 


It mat not t be e to 3 in the bak back 
of God, a more finiſhed picture of Chriſtians 
| than in theſe words. It tells us whence they 
come, Who they are, what they do, and whit her 
they go. Though not exempted from the 
troubles of life, they are not overwhelmed by 
them, as the fearful and unbelieving ſometimes 
are, but have the peculiar privilege of getting 
out of them. They not only awaſh their robes, 
but make them white, keep themſelves unſpotted 
from the world, and alſo abound in every good 
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word and work. The natural and faving effect 
of divine truth on their hearts, is, that the are 
purified, ſanctiffed, and cleanſed in the blood of 
| Mi = LY - he 
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: te Lamb. From : a patient continuance in 1 well 
5 doing they are kept by the omnipotent power of 
God through faith unto fatvation, and finally 
perſevere in the paths of holineſs. 7. berefore 
are they before the throne of Cod. The moſt 
5 conſummate ſafety and felicity, all that divine 
benignity can give and their immortal capacities 
receive, is the neceſſary termination of their 
principles, their duties, their trials, and their 


triumphs. 2s 


PROBATION, 


| Theſe are they which came out of great tribu- 
lation. The event is miraculous, and men- 
tioned in the language of aſtoniſhment. It is 
contrary to the common courſe of things, and 


all thoſe concluſions we generally draw from 


exper ience. For the wonder 1s not that there 2 
be few, but that there be any, who are Javed. , 155 
Who can be ſenſible of their ſi ituation, compaſſed 2 
about with temptations, the M of the eye, the 
Tons =: N +: Lust 
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WT; of the Halb, and the Pride of I life, 4 | 
ſtrength of corruption within, the blandiſh- 
ments of ſenſe without, the bias of their na- 
tures, the weakneſs of their faith, and the per- 
fidy of their hearts, and not be fatisfied that 
Atrait is the gate and narrow is the way which 


mee to life, and few wers be who 9 10 it? 


What an ed 8 awaits the ; 


preſent. profeſſion of religion in our times ! A 


little external atterftion is, in our opinion, all 


the goſpel requires, We think the work done, 
our ſalvation effected, heaven obtained, and all 
our danger at an end, by only deigning once a 
week to aſſociate with the diſciples of Jeſus, as 


if that could renew our natures, reduce our un- 


ruly appetites, rectify our vicious paſſions, ſanc- 


tify our tempers, ſprinkle our conſciences from 


dead wor ks, and render our lives both holy and 


happy. Who does not commiſerate and bewail 


the ſtrange infatuation of ſuch as preſume that 
all theſe gracious effects are produced by the 


A repetition of words operating on their 
| minds 


minds like a ant As well may we expect | 
9 blind 3 * 5 
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I cata üer the ſtream at random, = 
Yiglding: implicitly to wind and tide, as that we 
can imbibe the Spirit, receive the comforts, or 
realize the promiſes, of the goſpel, by ho 9 
the ſame carnal and looſe lives, committing the 
ſame faſhionable vices, adopting. the fame LEY 
maxims, and exhibiting the fame licentiou 
| manners, as others ane . ee 


"Thou: erate did the e Chrid ians, 
the holy martyrs in all ages, and even our on 
forefathers, who are now. with hoſts of holy 
men jnheriting the promiſes, act from the no- 
minal Chriſtians of theſe days? Do but com- 
pare, our circumſtances, our conflicts, and our 
ſufferings, with theirs. What can give pain to 
the body, or anguiſh to the ſoul, wound the 
whole ſyſtem of human feaſibility, irritate the 
Paſſions, imbitter the ſpirits, or wring the heart, 
Wien they did not endure, in which their 

N 4 faith 


* * 


| 184 ' CHRISTIANITY REALIZED. , 
faith was not put to the teſt, their hope en- 


HERS) 
S 


hvened, and their patience victorious Have we 5 


any trials to ſuſtain, compl ints to utter, or ca- = 


lamities to bewail, equal or ſimilar to ſuch a 1 
diſtinguiſhed them? No. They were litera by. 


carried to heaven i in chariots of fire! The 
were embroiled and their deaths premature. 
They reſiſted the fierceſt ſtorms of perſecution, 
reſolutely adhered to the teflimony of Jeſus, in 
the blackeſt times, and even gloried i in his croſs 


while their hearts were fainting, and their eb 


actually Sang: and ae e thr in the ee of 
W 


Happy they for whom the world had no 


25 


charm which could detach them from their 


beſt intereſt, who could eſpouſe a cauſe which 


promiſed nothing but what is moſt alarming 


and repugnant to fleſh and blood, who preferred 


a maſter chiefly diſtinguiſhed by ſufferings and 


loaded with ignominy! Ye humble followers 
of the humbleſt religion that ever ſaluted the 
ſ of mortals, what could thus faſcinate 


N „ 


'n IAI RBALYZ = -- 1 
rm in that nch We id 


harn was d ied in ge- 
neral ſo viſionary and unpopular 0 What could 


you diſcern in this man man ' of ſorrows” powe N 


enough to make you follow him, at the cer 


loſs” of fortune and friends, highly aggravated | 


by the dreadful and immediate anal of exile, 7 
1. 955 = . 12 2nz 5 


: wn ww ce e or r the a7 8 ) 


* > Arq ; . 
8 * an, 5 = 3 3 
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This Id dr ours, , in AE chat Kin 85 "ol 
martyrs himſelf had not- where to lay his head, 
diſclaimed theſe holy men, but their names are 


written in heaven. Like him, thou gh deſpiſe td 


and rejefted of men, their lives and death! ee 
equally precious in the fight of God. The 
princes and rulers of the earth combined againſt | 
their quiet as they had done againſt his, but an- 
gels unſeen watched them ſleeping and waking, | 
miniſtered to all their wants and infirmities, 
gave them eaſe and comfort i in proportion to the 


77 fierceneſs of the violence that purſued them, 
and often made them happieſt when ſeemingly | | 


moſt in miſery ! Their lives were ſpent in cor- 


ners, of we e dungeons, and their deaths 
| imbittered 


Ge - 
ak a — 44 v 2 


3 „„ on nem 


an ono . 2 — — amidſt 4 | 


t ſtorms of human fury; the agonies 
* ſt air Pangs were ene in 


| 2 en cho ds of deriſion 


which darkened their — 7 Sona 
* dying moments, a gleam of departing 
donally 3 their illuſtrious exit, 
ded, and ſometimes converted, 
IE: nemies. Theirs were literally 
6c © the ſtings and a arrows of outrageous fortune” 
bot theirs alſo. were the un/eerchable riches of 
ghreouſneſs, The borrors which then en- 


i kelleſt e. 


Woned chem were ſpeedily diſpelled by the 


hope whic h beamed refulgent on their ſouls. 


' triumph was divine. In theſe ſhocks their 
bodies only could ſuffer, but their ſouls were 


inſtantly hleſſed, and their memories wil be had 


in everlaſting remembrance. 


Theſe 


K's 
* 


CY 


- the grace: of Go 


enklrlänrrx EALIZ En. 
Theſe were tribulations, great nn 
"but 's armies of holy martyrs and conf Urs, oF 


, by the influence of his'S irit, 
by the operations of faith, by the 


patience, and by all the eee of the 


goſpel, came out of them all. Now their ſevereſt 
adverſities ' are forgotten, their hearts at. rel * 


their ſpirits made perfect in bleſſedneſs, and all 


rendered for ever illuſtrious and triumphant! 


\ PURITY. 


And haue waſhed their robes. In the lan- 


guage of inſpiration our iniquities are ſaid to be 
forgiven, as if they were offences, debts, or in- 


were wounds or diſeaſes of a moſt inveterate 
and malignant tendency—cancelled or botted aut, 
as if they were evidences on record it us 


covered or put out of fight, as if IG 


which we e (9 be bead wad, : 


| bug 
. 
e 
4 
* 


* er T AE ALTzED. 


* 1 were ſpots, that the unavoidable Wa. : 
2 th e body may put us in mind of 

1  frailties and imperfections which tarniſh | 
ind deface the FO of God'i in our "Outs . 
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The mw aſe waſhed, Moftrates one of the _ 
important duties i in life, by a circumſtance com- 
C: mon to all, and Which the meaneſt capacity | 
muſt comprehend. It denotes our eſcaping the 
corruption that is in the world through luft, our 
abſtaining from every appearance of evil, our not 
being conformed to the world, or, in language 
of ſtill greater energy, our being crucified to the 
a"; and A wy world i unto US. 
All this luminous aſſemblage of pictureſque 
expreſſion is calculated to imprint on our ima- 95 
ginations and heart this important doctrine, 
that nothing but the beauties of holineſs can 


an immortal ſpirit; or that we can never 


appear with : ſuch advantage 1 in the eyes of all 
who have the faculty of true "diſcernment in' 


our own. eyes, or in the eyes of him with 
whom 


* * 
189 8 


ubom de 1 10 Pb _ to ha all things. 
e open and naked, as in the garb of goodneſs. 


And the-clearer, the purer, and the whiter, 
this heavenly. 


arb is, the more comely and ac- 
eptible.we hall be ft 


T0 interpret the. Rey oh - ih 1 apoſtle 
by the practice of Chriſtians among us, We 
be, in ſome meaſure, to diveſt them of meaning. | 
Religion, indeed, requires no more than a con- 


duct which right reaſon muſt approve, and that 


we adopt it, as a governing principle to reject 


unexceptionabl y all the artifices which ariſe: from | 


| the: ſiniſter and low paſſions, as incompatible. 


with duty, hoſtile to our beſt qualities and their 


higheſt exerciſe, derogatory to character and 


- incompetent to happineſs. We ſhould live in 


the world as not abuſing nor abuſed by it, above 


the. ſordid craft of little minds, equally inde» | 


pendent of ; proſperous and adverſe fortune; 1 


avoiding all worthleſs unprineipled aſſocistions, 


| where time is often the victim of ſottiſh indo- 
lence, or ſomething worſe; reaſon of intem- 


1 — . 5 5 perance, 


Chriſtian name, and mark millions who aſſume 
tt, not only as low and contemptible, but like= 


een anc 


4 * | 

wt 5 79 2 2 
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. ho 3 to make bigots 
pocrites, to drive her diſc ciples into holes 


or corners, or to render man the enemy of man. 


Her aſpect beams with kindneſs to every human 
cm all her tendencies are benevolent and 
dial, and even that ſelf-denial which the im 


poſes as a Fundamental law, and which involves | 


fo many hard duties, is only adopted as the in- 
diſpenſable means of her accompliſhing the 
grand and gracious object for which ſhe was de- 


ſigned. Her promiſes, however, are all con- 


ditionary, and we cannot expect her bleſſings, 


while we live in expreſs contradiction to her 


BY EE EE 
is 
* 


This 


| danger 9 to be confined” for the moſt part 
to the oppoſite extreme, as the only ſemblance 

of religion left in this. country 1s evidently re- 

duced to a ſpirit of mean compliance With the | 
umour, the maxims, and the prices of : 
others. But! 18 that man TRE, Who takes Fw 


"wi makes, which dot 

pains and penalties ? And can there be any ſin- 
cerity in his profeſſions of the goſpel, in tlie 

1ame he bears, and the vows he takes, however 

frequent, ſolemn, or public, whole life is with 

out principle, whoſe manners are without pu- 

rity, whoſe habits of acting and thinking are all 

formed, ſuggeſted, and regulated, not by the 

e e of Chriſtianity, whoſe ſanctions he ſel- 

om feels, nor by the influence of i in | 7 
hich it is ſo much the faſhion to confide; wor ] 
even by the calls of . intereſt, which {6 few can 
WRT, leaſt of all by the clamours of con- 
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s ad, Witt mah juſtice, that inſtead: of forn ming 
his men like gods, he forms his gods like men; 


elner nette, e 


| 8 or the hardibogd to ee n 10 eee 
gacy of an undiſci lined. an, or the en 
9 an 5 8 1 | 


285 


- There 5 is. no RY fi rg or een as | 
Of Homer it has been 


for, i in fact, he aſeribes to them indiſcriminately | | 


7 every foul paſſion which can. debaſe the mind 
or contaminate life. And does not every im- 
moral Chriſtian the ſame ill office by our holy ; 
religion? In him Heaven is no longer a pattern | 


to earth, but earth to Heaven. He keeps not 


his garments clean, nor has waſhed bi robes. 


His life gives the lie to his creed; for the ſpirit 


of the goſpel, though! liberal, is pure, manly, and 
affable, not looſe or indecent; kind and cour- 
teous, not licentious or corrupt; proſeribes in- 


civility, but admits of no connivance with guilt; 


expands and ſanctions the beſt ſenſibilities of the 
heart, but enjoins, with inflexible ſeverity, the 


greateſt 
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This word, as N to 1 manners of 8 | 
1 Chriſtians in a condition of trial and diſcipline, | 5 I 
Rifying | influences of divine 

, our conformity to the will of God, and 


our 


* 
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another world, even while pil- 
: 0 4 
- 


| grims and is on the. earth. | 
enough to avoid evil, we muſt alſo 45 good. 


Ch⸗ꝛiſt would never want diſciples were it not 


ſtill more neceſſary to follow his example than 
bear his name. But to come where he i is, we 

muſt be what he was. We all wiſh to be like 
him in his glory, , to reign with him, and to be 
as he is, at che en 3 and. 


ctoſt, we but wo g 


eee 


abilities, his celebrity, and his triumphs, we 
are eager to ſhare. We are dazzled by the 


ſplendour of his exaltation, and e our- 


ſelves as much as poſſible to 
brilliant traits of his character, but care not to 
imitate him in esp, in en in ee 

| and 1 in a _— * | 


2 


This, however, is the copy we are chiefly | 


But in . 


all the blame. His graces, his 


1 


the 
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, the altitades; and has l which, in culti- 
vating his likeneſs, we muſt aſſume. Our 
robes, to be made white, muſt be drenched, i in 


"the waters of affl tion 
| lows of adverſity, and rendered pure as the 


driven ſnow by the fierceſt winds of heaven. 


Thoſe only which came our of great tribulation 
are thus bathed, thus cleanſed, and thus beau- 
—. How comely and complete do the virtues of 

moſt profeſſing Chriſtians appear when viewed 
only i in a negative light! And where is the man 


who is not proud of ſuch a catalogue? His 


character is branded by no groſs crimes. He is 


not fairer in his on eyes than in thoſe of the 


world. No flagrant violation of either piety 
or peace marks any part of his conduct. He 


robs not, neither. does he ; ſteal. His tongue 1s i | 
not blackened with blaſphemy, his converſation 


debaſed with obſcenity, or his life contaminated 
by unclearmeſs, He ſeldom: abſents himſelf 
from: church, never avowedly breaks the Sab- 


- 


toſſed on the angry bil- 


O 2 c bath, 
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ath, and rarely omits the. . of one : 
religious rite. He may alſo pay his debts, pro- 
cure reſpec̃t from civility, and be notorious for 

the maſs: of no relative ne res e 


6 


: Tig u may 3 60 ce 8 but al of it does 5 
not come up to the requiſitions, or rea 120 Wal 10 
| genius, of religion, It may waſh your robes. 
from-the taint of external pollution, but cannot 
make them white, or detach you from the more 
inveterate defilement of inherent depravity. It 
may recommend you to the approbation of men, 
but cannot render you acceptable to God. It 
may gild the outſide with all the virtues and 
ornaments of decency and decorum, but can 
neither warm your hearts, nor e your 
lives with the beauties 15 holineſs. 


| Theſe es, however, ou whe you kak. 
edlyato do, but other duties, of ſtill greater con- 

2 ſequence, muſt not be left undone. What dili- 
gence, what perſeverance, what zeal, are all 

+ in e the witten you are 


under, 


ek 1 Mt. Ata rb 


ur er, and the vows you” have made. OP * 
prebepts and injunctions of the goſpel are not 

more numerous than poſitive and indiſſ benſable. | 
But many there are who oe have all its 
bleſlings, and practice none of its duties, who | 
make ach a ſelection as ms own crafty 
and carnal inclinations, WhO compromiſe the 
buſineſs between God and their ſouls by rigidly 

_ adopting all that appears harſh or auſtere i in the 

exterior of Chriſtianity for a licence to indulge 
their guilty paſſions, and never in all their deals 
ings with others to be troubled by the teafing 
and "officious CE of principle or co 
ſrience.” en e hee 


ar By — 1 1 : 1 : 3 


Theſe inſidious friends are the worſt enemies 
of the goſpel, who, like Judas of old, would be 


med diſciples of Jeſus, and, on every oppor- . 
tunity, betray their maſter 2th a kiſs. "They 
ſtudy Heaven, but not the anc to obtain it; 
faith, but not good works; repentance, not. 
new obedience; adoption into the famlly of 
n not the filial temper of his children; for- 


9 8 Siveneſs 


| = hs: of Hides; own „ges, not of heir 
2 who treſpaſs againſt them; juſtification | Store 
God, not righteouſneſs with men; predeſtina- 
. not ſubmiſſion to the will of God; ſanc- 
Dy tity, not ſincerity; a good name, not a good 
| | 3 T P 3 een ps it is called in the tech- 
novation, a ee or a new nature; god- 
Uneſs, not benevolence; piety, not virtue; de- 
votion, not holineſs; aſſurance, not humility; 
glory, not grace; or grace, not duty. They 
make up in appearance what they want it truth, 
and ſupply their moral deficiencies by the mum- 
meries of ſuperfluous ſanctimony. Their hy- 

. pocriſy is often brought to ſuch an exquiſite de- 
gree of refinement, that none can be more 
abuſive. than they are againſt the worſt hal ts 

and vices to which they are addicted. It is thus 
5 they rail inceſſantly at the name of diſhoneſty, 5 
of falſehood, and of hypocriſy, and for no rea- 
ſon in the world, but that the original may 
eſcape, and the effigytor copy only ſuffer or be 
e or that they may aggravate the general 
; TOY 


4 1 1 Ys 
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ils — 1880 . ee hd alia 

character the Iſraclite indeed, in whom: there ig no 
| guile{ There is ſomething in genuine fincerity ' 
ſo chaſte and ſweet, ſo pure and heavenly, ſo 
Hike that cence in which man was 
. nntike: that; fiatervEguiltiandiis. 
prove to which he is ſunk, that the moſt high 
59 God cannot but regard the character i in whom” 
| the ſupreme governing principle 
with peculiar and diſtinguiſhed eſteem. For a 
weil polſelſed-of all poſſible perfection muſt de- 
| light in whoever among his intelligent offspring 
- approximates neareſt his own divine likeneſs ; ; 
and all who are thus highly privileged muſt be 
proportionably happy. No luſtre is ſo beauteous, 
ſo ſublime, ſo captivating in the eyes of God 
or man, as that of a good life. It charms all but 
ſuch as have no heart, and confounds whom it 
does not charm. It is the earneſt of immortality | 


ugh a familiar medium. | 
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| emanations oft true weck. and; not vie. in ou | af 
inhabit, the manners ae, ad by | 1 f is, at] | 
us an eaſy, pleaſing, and commanding example 
of Whatever is moſt amiable and uſeful, and 

which it is moſt our duty, our intereſt, and our 
Honour, to e, ten cee, 80 
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An the blood of the Lamb. The time when 
the divine oracles were written, the ſtate of 
ſociety, and the peculiar climate where they 
were ori nag publiſhed, with the very in» 

3 tereſting 


In this, like all other hi 


little better than a ſeries of maſſacres; and the 


and ſanguinary feature in the human character, 
and ſatisfactory to 


| 7 ; ſecrated as. grateful” to 
men. Creatures, who had no juſt con 
of their Maker, naturally thought he might be 
by whatever ſoothed and terminated 
their own angry and vengeful paſſions. © Cot» 
| ſcience, always lacerated and Hliſtered by g 
had 
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auld. we | receive inde atonement, A 1 the 
| dovereign and permanent virtue of which we 
ae N de are es 98 we are dee 
This: is "i hath laver in which the + pee 
childten of men can ever be purified from all 
the inherent defilement of a depraved nature, the 
taint of hereditary corruption, foul paſſions, baſe 
| habits, / and unhallowed deſires. What inſtitu- 
tion but that of mercy. could ever. better their 
rts, renew their wills, or ſanctify their lives? 
Whoever i is bleſſed with the knowledge of his 
own numerous imperfections, and feels himſelf 
| humbled and | mortified by comparing his im- 
potence and obligations, muſt. draw peculiar ſa- 
tisfaction and comfort from a dif] penſation ſo 
well calculated for ſupplying his defects. Does 
it not give us ſuch diſcoveries, views, and im- 


preſſions of our nature, our circumſtances, the 
perfections, the counſels, the laws and the go- 

f vemment of God, as, under the influence of 
| | „„ aye 
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5 f divine grace, are: 3mn nediat 
5 of moral e at order and dre. 


; e : 5 3 


Thus ohh 5 of the 8 covenant: 


are ample, ried accommodated to all our ſpiri-⸗ 
tual wants. It is furniſhed with doctrines pe- 


culiarly fitted for cleaning us from all filthineſs 
of the fleſh,” 


. verſation examples of the higheſt poſſible ex- 
cellence, and not the leſs practicable that they 


are perfect the greateſt intereſts: and moſt 1 im- 


portant motives and rewards which no finite 
capacity can eſtimate, no contingency fruſtrate, 
and no period in the boundleſs extent of 1 
aer or enen oor bog 59 4 io0y 
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Therefore are they before the throne of G 


They. came out of great tribulation, ' 8 


daſbed 


nd. perfeBting holineſs in the fear of 
the Lord—precepts which have the direQeſt 
| tendency to make us holy: in all manner of con- 


bit SE FTI WEIR "Nos * them whit in 1 
blood of the Lamb, ey by that rr means they are 
made meet ts be partakers of the inheritance of 
| the ſaints in light. There is the fame con- 
nection between the holineſs of our lives and: 
the perfection of our natures, ſanctification on 
earth and: glorification in heaven, as between 
ſeed time and harveſt, or cauſe and effect. 
The idea is borrowed from ſuperiority of 
rank in ſociety. Few arrive at any elevated 
ſituation or authority among their fellow erea - 
tures by meaſures either equitable or innocent. 
Crowns of princes are often wreſted with ra- 
pacity from the harmleſs and peaceable, gene- 
| rally ſupported at the expence of their liberties, 
their properties, and ſometimes their lives, and, 
in moſt caſes, worn in defiance of their rights, 
their complaints, and their wrongs. Not ſo the 
diſtinctions of ſuch as are thus before the throne, 
and made kings and prieſts unto God. They 
receive them indeed as the reward of grace, and 
not of debt. For the beſt on earth, after all 
| their 
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ever; 4 the: ſpirit ang ad of- _ a | 
inſtitution which is the equitable eſtabliſhment; 
of infinite wiſdom. They reſult from his pro- 
miſe whoſe faithfulneſs. endureth for ever. They 
are exhibited to an intelligent univerſe as eter- 
nal memorials that Ir eee 
covenant. i 1 


| Thus the connection between real worth and 
true happineſs is founded on the conſtitution of 


things, and beyond the poſſibility of change. 1 


And it is as natural to expect that the whole 
ſyſtem of the univerſe ſ ſhould be annihilated, as 
that a bad life ſhould en or a e hopes 5 
a . one be ne enn 


ike is Fe the i 1 rules it in 
mercy, and who hath redeemed it by his 1 


has the whole ordering of our lot in time, and 
will alſo provide for us through eternity. The 


7” „ © Opn 


IZED. 
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_ ptopricty and expediency all his di] penſations, 
 darcha! myſterious as they now appear, ſhal 
then be diſcerned; acknowledged, and applauded, | 
. When his entire economy is openly en in 
| 5 irres fidiſhed ſtate; ac terminating in the conſum- 
| | nate felicity of his ſervants, its abſolute} recti- 
wude and holineſs will fill the ſpecies with 
| 1 5 aſtoniſhment, ſilence for ever the murmurings 
| of the wicked, and realize the moſt. _— | 
| 


eee of the 6a 


But who can Geſerlbe a en WP? 3 + 
DOE This much only we do know, 
that the eye ſees nothing like the objects, the ear 
hears nothing like the melody, the heart feels 
nothing on earth like the raptures of heaven. 
Then ſhall we aſſociate with all the ſpirits of 
uf men made, perfect, with the wiſe and the ; 
| | good of every country: and denomination, with 

b the friends we love, and all who knew us and | 

N to whom we were known. Above all, 
ſhall 175 God as he is, and be Ake him, = 
0 hom 


is fulnels of joy, and at . right. 
—_— for evermore. Trad 17 


* 


Beautiful and bieſſed —— What are ſe | 


our ſweeteſt and happieſt circles in compariſon 
with you! Alas! the gayeſt among them are 
but groups without life, forms without reality, 
the hollow ſpectacles of vanity, or at beſt the 
ſemblance only of what they would be. Happy 
ſituation! where pleaſure is not deſtro 


exalted and refined, where virtue is the purſuit, 


and perfection the attainment of all, where np- 
thing is preſent to interrupt, and nothing want- 
ing to complete, felicity. Nothin 


enſnaring infeſts thoſe flowery paths on which 5 


they tread, poiſons thoſe living waters of which 
they drink, or lurks in thoſe verdant ſhades in 
which they repoſe. Hypocriſy, diſſimulation, 
or deceit of any kind, has no countenance from 
one of all yon fair aſſociation ! Their harmony 


is not marred by levity, nor their purity tar- 


niſhed with guilt. There, ſociety exhibits : 


inſidious or 


Wet: 
1th 


22 0 
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ber holieſt, ſofteſt, beſt att was ? „ 


averſion in the heavenly pn the ſainis 


in light. There can be no ſtrangers where all 


quilly welcome, no reſerve where there is 


ſign, and no ſuſpicion where all are known 
Intrigue i is not the faſhion in our father” F/ houſe | 
There, obſcurity! hides not the ſplendor of merit; 
poverty quaſhes not the ſentiments of reſpect; 


rudeneſs bluſters not in the preſence of delicacy; 


caution diſguiſes not the workings of the heart; 
aſperity miſinterprets not the language of can- 
dour; jealouſy preys not in the boſom of 


friends; indigence abates not the ardour of be- 


nevolence; hope deferred makes not the heart 
It is thine, Eternity, to conſolidate theſe 
amiable attachments, and give permanency to 
the joys of the blefled ! The filken cord. which 
binds them together in the divineſt union is in 
thy hand. Thou art the charm which con- 
bommates their happineſs. Without thee, fad- 
Eco De | _ neſs 


a 
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; KD would deform. their faces, ſorrow mar 
their ſon gs, and melancholy ſhroud their 

bowers! Thy preſence adds vivacity to theirs, 
animates their pleaſures, and ſtamps the moſt 
laſting and ſubſtantial excellence on whatever 
warms the fancy, or raviſhes the heart, in all 


the heavenly world! 
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Heaven without light, water without bounds, 

animals without eyes, and men without law, 
are but faint emblems of a world without Pro- 
vidence! The ſupreme governing Principle of 
being and order thus withdrawn, darkneſs, con- 


fuſion, and ruin, were inevitable and immediate 
The firmament which, as a mighty canopy or 
arch of ſtate, the Moſt High God hath ſtretched 
over our heads, would looſen, ſhiver into atoms, 
and involve the whole material frame in its 
downfall! The planetary worlds, no longer 
confined within their reſpective ſpheres, would 
juſtle and confound the motions and utilities of 
| each other! The ſun, inſtead of rejoicing like a 
Fant to run his race, would languiſh | and grow 
. . 


- 


2 PROVIDENCR. N „„ 


- dim, the moon wander on ber beaten path, 
their annual rounds, the winds bring no more 
health and refreſhment on their wings; the 
clouds ſhed no rain, the earth yield no increaſe, 
and men and animals and nature be all e 
n n mon e 1257 


v aal, mis fay in your 3 chow is 0 
Gad, tell us, what reaſon but Providence can be 
aligned: or deviſed, why the univerſe, during 7 
the flight of ſo many centuries, hath | not ac. 
tually come to this fearful endꝰꝰè eee 


* 
oy = _ 


| BENIGN INFLUENCES OF HEAVEN. 


It hath pleaſed God to collect into one maſs 
all the light he has made, that from this vaſt 
treaſury all the world may be illuminated. By 
the rays of this magnificent body we have the 


uſe of our eyes, contemplate the viſible works of 
- 3 | _ -God, 


214 | PROV 
God, perform our duty, ſele& our enjoyments, 
and purſue our intereſts. But for the ſun's'own 
light we had never ſeen his beauty, which ex- 
ceeds all the other beauties of nature as much 
as the heavens exceed: the earth. What is ſpi 
ritually ſaid of his Maker is materially true of 
him: He dwelleth in Jight that it inacceſſible- aul 

Full of glory. The benefits which accompany - | 

his rifing up and his going down, and 'pervade 
the whole of his mighty circuit, are as palpable 
as they are numerous. But they beſt know his 

real value who are blind, or ſhut up in dun- 

| geons, or abandoned to the accidents occaſioned 

by his abſence. Who can eſtimate the advan- 
tage of light ?. What a ſource of convenience 
and pleaſure ! It is adapted by the wiſdom BE - 
all ages to paint the higheſt ' acquiſitions of 
knowledge and virtue. And we learn from 
Holy Writ, that our bodies were not more dark 
and diſconſolate without: the ſun, than our ſouls 
actually are without God, . Chri 5 pid 
Penney bope i in the e gre de od) 
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4 Far dis our Shy: and farther above 
dur knowledge, e e and other worlds, 
; 8 by other beings, perhaps occupying ſu- 
perior ſpheres, and anſwering ſublimer ends, 
demonſtrate the wiſdom and benignity which 
| preſide over all things. It! is becauſe the Lord 
God omnipotent reigneth, their magnitude, their 
motions, their mutual relations, utilities, and 


„after rolling for ages round their re- 
pective centres, are to this day as they were, 
as e as . and as e 8 
E N does * POS Keel 11 
day and night accord with our frailties and con- 
venience? The one, affords opportunity for la- 
bour, and the other for reſt. This, lends a co- 
vering for all creatures who prey on others, as 
they leave their dens and holes, and prowl for 
ſuſtenance. That, invites the buſy ſons of men 
and their domeſtic animals to fulfil the various 
duties of life, and regale themſelves at the table 
which nature ſets before them. Both are em- 
ad images of the very different compenſa- 
P 4 tion 
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Peu in reſerve for all who. ſerve 
ſhall nally . on the 
un ſhall as more ge %- and of an 1 
night deſtined at hes Gnas time to spe 
the latter, when the day ſball never break, and 

PEP LINE cog anti hank. 
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# W vic 8 of Si IS the edit 5 
motion of the earth, and the relative poſition of 
both, the ſeaſons viſit us in their order, and 
each is fraught with a freſh accefſion to our 


commion ſtock of enjoyment and mercy and 
bleſſing. From a iciſſitude thus falutary and 
| auſpicious to all who inhabit the terreſtrial globe, 
we have nne and harveſt, and corn and 
Wine, and all x manner of food for man and beaſt 
in abundance. 


Winter leads on this genial train, and, though | 
| harſh and ſevere in aſpect, is kind and whole- 
ſome in effect. It kills and converts into uſeful 
manure all ae vermin which, „ kept alive, 
„„ after 


217 
aft 6 the G of every uſeful . 
plant, might faſten with avidity, and glut their 
appetite, on our hapleſs race! It invigorates 

every vegetable principle, meliorates, fattens, 

and prepares the ſoil, It re- animates our droop- 
ing ſpirits, and braces all the fibres of the hu- 
man frame. It operates in the natural ſome» 
What like adverſity in the moral world; its 
ſierceſt aſperi ies are preludes of pleaſure, its 
gloomieſt clouds indicate a brighter ſky, its 
blackeſt Pe give notice of better eee at 
hand. 


Happy they, who, ſurviving all the wreck 
and hardſhip occaſioned by the turbulence and 
rage of the elements in this dreary ſeaſon, hail 
the approach of ſpring, which burſts on a de- 
ſolated world with- the luſtre and benignity of 
the ſun after a dark and ſtormy night. What 
a welcome and joyous reception every where 
accompanies the preſence, and marks the pro- 
greſſive movements of this new gueſt! Nature 
at * her call àwakes, and all her vital ſprings and 


cher gies 


ene ! The mighty pulſe of life then 
begins to agitate the heart. There the great 
fountain of renovation originates, overflows, 3 
and deluges in copious and living ſtreams all 
the foſſil, the vegetable, and the animal worlds. 
The earth opens her boſom to receive the ſeed 
rom the hand of the ſower, and, under the 
foſterin g care of Providence, ſoon yields ſuch a 
proſpect as equally delights the eye and raviſhes 
the heart of every living thing. How charm- 
nung do her various ſcenes appear, as the verdure 
deepens, the ſtem ſprouts, the bud unfolds, and 


the ſhoot extends. The mountains and vallies, 
and hills and dales, and woods and wilds, and 
All their inhabitants, rejoice! In the field and the 
grove nothing is heard but the melody of love. 
Man alone, conſcious of that gracious influence 
imm which all this vivifying motion originates, | 
awed into reverence, and warmed by devotion, 
hails with gratitude the harbinger of heaven! 


It is the prerogative of Summer to accelerate 
the growth commenced, and the completion 
of 
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of the hopes inſpired by Spring. Now the 
(clouds drop fangs. the meadows are green with 
herbage, hrubberies are gay with flowers, 
orchards with bloſſoms, and trees with leaves 
The corn, which diverſify the plains, enrich the 
incloſures, and ſwell the huſbandman's heart; 
are already in the ear, and, in ſome favourite 
ſpots, grow mellow; the roſe-buds diſcloſe their : 
hidden beauties, odoriferous plants ſhed abroad 
_ their fragrance, and all the earlieſt” fruit invite 
our ſenſes to a banquet of luxury. In animated 
; nature the progreſſion is every where propor- 
tionate. The hedges ſwarm with inſects, the 5 
ſtreams with trout, the paſturage with riſing 
herds, and every hillock and every clod with 
myriads of creeping things. What department 
in all the precincts of exiſtence does not ac- 
tually teem with new life? Of fowl: particu- 
larly the brood is hatched, and all the dams are 
buſy fledging their young, and teaching them 
by what means to ſubſiſt and weather the in- 
conveniences of harſher ſeaſons, or leſs favour- 
ble. climes. Some relinquiſh the old for a new. 
B | ö B 
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and forcibly does it call upon us all, to ſeize our 
fleeting moments, and loſe no We of 
doing good! It tells us, in the moſt pathetic lan- 

guage, to make hay while the fun ſhines, hes 
no occaſion, -or by any ſolicitation whatever, to 


waſte a minute of. that time which cannot be 


recalled, in ſloth, inſignificance, or impiety, or 

to leave a faculty unemployed, à talent uncu 
vated, a paſſion unſubdued, a debe uncancelled 
ora * nn. 


| nov 0 * 
ow” the + great dae of G Gra eich thei ener 
ce of all — Thus ia the an- 


? maturity, andto hs all ber various fu hs 
the ed he * carried on wk 0 many 
. r and j in ſo W nn having fermented | 
her whole maſs, rer every thing of its 
| r . with won- : 


- reſts from the labours of the year, , prac an the 
opens them with: A nl: hand, covers for us 4 | 
offspring to be ne and indulge themſelves 
with her bounty. See! where fulneſs in various 

ipe to the touch, and tempting to the eye, ; 


perched on every tree, crowds and weighs down 

the bearers!! where the vines are loaded with 

—_— and where the fields, ſmiling 
| under 


— — 
— — 2 


are 3 iche gol. en ſtores they are abo 
to pour into the laps of their owners. And Ms ook: 4 
dhe ſight enough to inſpire us with a conſidence 
in + as _ as abe 
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ments in his hand, to blaſt our bleflings. with: 
a curſe, defeat all our labours, and fruſtrate all 
our expectations, by blighting dews, or ſhaking 
winds, or rottir g rains, to ng our ho: 
3 our ao ai our _—_ y houſes, « 
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"IN ſteadily Dei ables en never 

viſit us but in kindneſs, always bleſſing us with 
the richeſt abundance, and touching the livelieſt 
and beſt ſpring in our natures with comfort and 
| hope... Thine, o- Lord, are all that our palates 
reliſh or our appetites crave, and thou art the 
ſource of whatever we enjoy. Therefore Jing. 
unto | the Lord with thankſgiving, fing praiſes 
upon the harp unto Cod, who. preparethh rain for 
the rently who, maketh a rn upon the 


10 n young ravens js which c cry. 
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LY” "fn i ria mantle 
which inveſts our globe, is irapregnated with 
innumerable bleſſings to the children of men. 
Through this wonderful medium the rays of 
the ſun are tranſmitted, and all his other ineſti- 
mable benefits and utilities communicated, Its 
heat in the lower regions, draws up the vapours 
from the earth; its cold in the middle, thickens 
5 theſe vapours in f the clouds 7 and theſe clouds, 


The whale world of ales | Gredted ivy "7 
N ſerve the defigns of Heaven in mi- 
iſtering to our cot venienge and neceſſity. 
Their great reſervoir is the ocean, which ſends 
forth its ſprings, and rivers, and "_ and 
; dews, and rains, al over the univerſe. Here 
| fiſh of all kinds, and in the greateſt abundance, | 
are ſpawned and nouriſhed, anc $row, in many | 
inſtances, to the moſt enormous ſize. It is their 
element; and its ſhores, its lakes, and its bays, 
lay open this inexhauſtible ſtorehouſe to human 
induſtry. By navigation we are enabled to tra- 
verſe the utmoſt boundaries of the great deep, 
and render it a channel of communication be- 
tween places the moſt oppoſite and countries | 
the moſt remote. The commerce carried on by . 
its means, in complieation and magnitude, has 
no parallel among the inventions of art! And 
it is none of the leaſt awful in the myſterious 
appearances of Providence, that man is per- 
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with all things needful for man and bea 
. quarries of ſtone, and pits. of clay, thge 


ding from the meaneſt cot to: the 1 
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them, that even hs baſer metals of iron, aud 
ſteel, and lead, and tin, and copper, and 9 . 
eee a LECE 


at” an We kbp of {the vegetable hit: | 
—__ where the eye and the ear riot in luxury 
of fights and ſounds, and where there is the 
richeſt _ 18 e ſenſe and ever. appetite? | 


"nity palpably _— 5 
attention the Creator is yet more viſible than 


192 creature. Their ſexes, their Rs, 
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their birth, coke hin their lives, their wnſtinQs, | 
their i ympathies, affinities, ſimilarities, diverſities, 


and antipathies, all ſo effeQually conſpire for their 


own good and for the uſe of man, and ſo entirely 


without their own wiſdom. or contrivance, that 
they alone furniſh proof ſufficient to ſubſtantiate | 
A Providence. What power inferior in ſagacity | 
or goodneſs could. direct the fowls of heaven to 
build their neſts in high and hidden places, to 
lay their eggs, to hatch their young, or to feed 
and protect them when, hatched ? He who 
made every creature competent to its own de- 
i fence, arms the lion with fangs, the ox with 
huorns, the horſe with hoofs, the bird with 
wings to fle away, the fox with cunning, the 
nubbit with holes, the hare with fleetneſz, and 
every timid and impotent animal with the 
means of providing more or leſs for its own 
ſafety. How manifold are thy works, O Lord! | 
nnen e made them all. The earth 
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big is the doctrine of Providence v . 


conſolation to creatures placed as we are in the 
midſt of fo many” dangers ! Who can con- 
template the care we are under, the hand that 


of 


we caſt our eyes, or 
„backwards or forwards; on heaven 
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turn 


our wants, or the arm that upholds: bur 
ngs, and not be penetrated by the deepeſt 
emotions 


Above, or the earth beneath, the ſhore or the 
ocean, the world or ourſelves, the glorious 


9 ee and Governor, ill a 


mands. our attention and excites our. love in 
every ſituation we fill, every bleſſing we enjoy, 
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and every innocent gratification we indulge. 
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5 rover. 
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n Pyhass wart e we feel 7 the pro- 


füuſion of tenderneſs that is ſtrewed about our. 
” paths, our dwellings, and our very beds, is loſt 
in the ſentiments of humility, confidence, and 
awe, habitually en hl a n of his pre- 
5 . who is all in all 45 0 i e 


ua, the! 8 W Ws Abe God 
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and evolutions from. the baſis. to the ſoramit.of | 


creation! „ 5 


What is — but ſuch an inceſſint 
and palpable appeal to our ſenſes and experience, 
as abundantly: ſubſtantiates the reality and be- 
nignity of an ever watchful and ever active Pro- 
vidence? All nature is full of God, features of 
f his cha ater and ſymbols of his preſence. .. We 
cannot. go or be, or act or ſuffer, or enjoy, but 
vhere we are conſtantly, under his eye, kept in 
| the bollew of is hand, led by his Spirit, feaſted 
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Wick be hath reared and confeorate blk sis 
| !'or the one gredtaltay on which all bis 
creatures, in all their various ene 

. offer him the dutiful, acceptable, and Perpen : 

1 and acknowledgment. And 
. 4 | who' would not conſole themſelves in the | 
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on of his creatures, N 


good or bad fortune, doomed to a life of 8 : 


hs drudgery, or careſſed in the boſom. of proſe 


perity, it is our duty to bleſs God much 


for the diſcipline that aamecks, than. fac the in 
d en * e 


1 many are in 1 habit of ee wha 


| Fe do nat underſtand, rather thari adoring the 


kindneſs of God in what is moſt ade Theſe 
are the d1 | 


- miſery, and are dee mee _ | comps 
ing of God's dealings, . accuſing his care of neg- 
lect, his wiſdom of folly, and. his exe of over- 


king them and their affairs, But while he 


e Fan a do nothing to pleaſe them, how ſhould 
creatures like themſelves be expected to give en- 


tice ſatisfaction ? They are never placed where 


they W on one hand, or too 


c Q 4 — much 


| and eee haye no . 


| eee + their: bulinels too * helow/ dem, | 
too ſuperior to their neighbour, or their neigh- 
bour too ſuperior to them. And the meaning : 
always is, ee are not ſo well or ſo high in 
; their. own. ab 
can do enough, though he does every day and 
every hour more for them than they n 1 
| They. would repair every. thing by reforming 
all, not according to his will, but their own; 
and, under pretence of ſerving him, they are all 
the while ſolicitous only to ſerve themſelves. 5 
May a bleſſing light on that man's head and 
1 heart, who, every time he riſes from his bed, 
flutes the mercy of a new morning in theſe 
Words, or words like theſe—** Do with me, O 
Lord, this day, and all my days, be they. 85 
or many, or good or evil, what thou wilt. 8 
3 Here i is thy ſervant, prepared by thy grace, 
| « and ready for thy ſervice, to perform the 
6 hardeſt duty, or ſubmit to the heavieſt af- 
4 fliction. Lift me up, or C: caſt me down, ſend 
b 66 me 


on as they with God never 5 
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me to the eight or to the left; make me high 
or make me low, haraſs me with want, or 
* deluge u me with plenty, let men bow to me 
4 caſt, I am thine; and at thy diſpoſal. : If my 
4; pions: muſt be tried by poverty, diſtreſs, 


46, or obloquy, it is under thy care, in thy h 


85 keeping, dy n 85 e 


« grace, or 85 . any Se Stn 5 
2 78 my 7 


then ſhall diſgrace be my 
he 1our,. my ſhame my glory, my afflic- 
tion my happineſs, and ay: Wage my 
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is is to ſpeak like a philoſopher and a 
riſtian, or a man after God's own heart, and 

not like men of the world, ever 5 diſpleaſed : 

with God's management, and eyer mending 


| God's works, pretending to do better for God | 


than God can do for them, natning God always, 
but always meaning — „ ane 


vothing eren __ - world. TERS +1 = = 
RS Son mm ̃ ĩ eg. pon es 
When the iorning dawns 
ſelves on your knees, and thank a good God for 
the light of another day, and the freſh oppor- 
tunity afforded you of working and earning a 
livelihood for yourſelves and families; and when 
night comes, bleſs him for the reſt it it brings 
along with it, and repoſe your fatigued and ex 
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d cometh in which no r a c | 
you to live | 
. upon God without them, and their life ewe 
bo to live upon God in them, as it is his | 
Whoever may ; 
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but for the moſt part more by thoſe who do 


nat firm reliance on the 
Providence of God, will actually enable you to 
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ing eee of repentance, or the dregs of 
of affliction. A dependence thus independent 
e and raiſe Jous n 
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to indulge a looſe. 
b dying intereſt, fo 
" righteouſneſs ? Sin is always 
againſt God's will, but to ſin from hopes of 
reward, is to blaſpheme his wiſdom, to provide 
ſt the Karat of "Heaven, + to beeure our 
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What a fad and fearful hin 18 it 
n to look into nis on ee to fin 1 
full of guilt, without confidence i in the power 
that preſerves, or hope in the mercy that muſt 
ſave it if - Afailed' by troub ej. convulſed with 
 diſcaſe, or in the jaws of death, O God, what 


an awful account has: he to ſettle with thee who 


is not a favourite of Providence, whoſe liſe has 
been hitherto without worth, or is black with 
criminal conduct) who! has. aged a treach 
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. ſeveral, a ſlanderer, a traitor, or an aſſaſſin, to 
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truth he wee 
confidence he dne 40 the 
ruined, convict him to his e e 
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ified in his 


Elfe and ratified by his: 
men in all the beſt times have belizweds: avowed, 


and tavght; and which is ſtill ſtamped by the 
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ageleſs and worldly luft, ſet th: 
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. of C 171 it, who. have no confidence in 
fe, and to whom the world Bas been ee 2 „ 
as they are to the world. Bred in bis ſchool, - | 
and transformed into his image, Who hath 
called them from darkneſs to light, they act all 
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it as a rule of life which will make vou ps. . 13 
unto. falvation, as the admonition of a friend I | 
who will not deceive, - as the. advice of a phy- 
fician who is able and ready and happy to fave! 
It comes from an authority which cannot be 


queſtioned; appeals to an experiment which all 
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** deaf, colour to the blind, or 
But the moment he hears of a 
Shin ive contract, the price of ſtock, 
the balance af trade, or the ſtate of exchange, 
his ſenſes are all alive and eager, and he is in- 
ſtantaneouſſy as mute and attentive as a fiſh in 
its element. „ | 
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their happineſs; their ſouls, 


e are made with facult 
to contemplate, admire, and reien ou 
Maker; ” but the ſordid: ideas and grovelling 
prepoſſeſſions of loſs and gain hang about us like 
a millſtone, and ſupplant the aſpiring tend 


ency 
of our + natures” wn . DO _ ou die 
which chokes the bel of che te pre- 
vents its growth, which ma tes men weary f 
 well-doing, w which cauſes the love of many to 
yax cold, and which tempts an oy with 
all, for that which adsl e Sg | 
What but a worldly and worthleſs temper har- 
dens men's hearts, diveſts ſin of its horror, and 
holineſs of its charm, detaches multitudes from 
the faith and the hope of the Goſpel; and even 5 


makes them proud to know no godlineſs but 


ES >. 


gain, to cultivate no principle but the love of | 


promotes their - intereſt; falls 'in with their hu- 2 
_ or is more or leſs in faſhion." Rt 
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— GH foul is precious. Chriſt, 


IRT Y TREASURES. 1 
Nature hath rendered the object F 


- of our attachments and purſuits i in ſome. d <4 
| analogous. and congenial. The latter at leaſt 

poſſeſs an afſimilatirig. influence. on the former. 
And nothing can more vilify and traduce tho 
bash intellect than a deliberate and ſyſtematic 

8 of the and the worſt to the 
nobleſt. aye beſt of all enjoyments. Shall powers 


. 


immortal in their nature, and capable of im- 


mortal improvement, ſtoop for happineſs to the 
ordid occupation of reptiles, grope for it in 
the circumventions of traffic, or expect, by 
the reſinements of duplicity, to extract it 
from the hollow and carnal intents of the . 
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the Heir F all things, who could have com- 


manded all the treaſures of the univerſe, lived 
in want, and ſtampt A divinity on a low eſtate 


by appearing in the form of a ſervant, that he 


might demonſtrate how very little affinity there 
is eee eternal life and worldly wealth, 


either 


* 


Knight bor ſb of . 2 le a 
cloiſter, or a kingdom for a glaſs of water! 
what are theſe, to a raſh ſurrender of all tho 
hopes which give vigour and expanſion to the 
art, for a treaſure on earth, or a dream which 
has all the inquietude without the x 


of fleep, or the tyrant's feaſt, which,” after a 


world of ceremony and preparation, proved * 
a ſervice of wax, and, quickly diſſolving, le 
the gueſts more hungry than it found them; 
or the impoſtor s noſtrum, which he boaſted 
contained | the eſſence of all true ſelicity, 
though it diſcloſed, when o opened, n but 
wind! e . | 


0 Death, how. ſhocking muſt hs ſummons "Y 
To all, who are at eaſe in their poſlefſions, 
And, counting on long years of pleaſure here, 

* a unfurniſhed for the world to come! 


CAUT IONS, 


* * i E * Ly „ 


EARTHLY: TREASURES. — 267 


bg 


#3 + 


g 1 # 
. 


is . * , . I $* * * * 8 7 2 2 Set 
> : L 7 7 7 7 9 
: J ; "A 2 y * 
11 * * n y ** 4 Ly , 
h . e CAMTIONS.. 
8 ; * p * * b Vi 2 


For all theſe reaſons, and all that reaſon and 
3 religion can urge, , riches increaſe, ſet not your | 
hearts. upon them. Keep aloof from whatever 
would ſolicit or win your affections, but God 5 
and a. | od conſcience... Think on the rich 5 
fool in the goſpel, and take warning from his 7 
_ deſtiny. He had got. what he wiſhed, reſolved | 

on no new project, but ſeemed content and re- 
ſigned to manage and enjoy the fruits of his 
labour. How ſanguine and ſhort his hopes of 
indulgence, Thus it is that worldly minds uſurp 
the! prerogative of Heaven, and preſume. on a 

futurity wholly in the diſpoſal of God. And 
it often happens to them as it did to him; ; 
in the very moment of their expecting a full 
reward for all their toil, their fate is denounced, 
M1 2 fool, Lak Mg oo 5 WIRE be w 
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The time : haſtens and is at hand, aha all the 5 
| Wealth of all worlds, though at your command, 1 
FE would ſerve you in no ſtead, Do you wiſh in 
. that ſerious criſis for no other ſource of relief, BY 
no other Tuceour, no other happineſs than riches - 
cer Can you think of reſiſting the ills „ 
ifs; grappling with affliction, lying down on a 
death bed, or encountering the king of terr rs, 
with no better principles than thoſe, by Which, 
you have made a fortune, eſtabliſhed a family, 8 
| or raiſed a name? Alas! all your pecuniary ac- 
a.uuiſttions, be they ever ſo entenſive, will then 
A but make you poor indeed! Millions, in ſettling | 
E your final account, will ſtand but for cyl ers. 
. What can all thoſe things, you are now ſo 
proud and elated with, ſo anxious about, ſo loth 
to leave, and yet ſo unable to keep, avail, when 


the appetites they © e and W r are | 
extinQ ?/ he 


* 


be not therefore dupes io the deceitfulneſs of 
wealth. It is a kind of a ſpiritual opium which 
may lull you, as it has done thouſands, into a ſtate 
Tz „%% Go, 1 
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of the moſt fatal ſecurity. We are never in ſo 
much danger of its W as n leaſt wa | 1 
| 5 benſive! VVV e » ol 
Sifera faſt . Pharach in kts chatiot, 1 
Belſhazzar in his bowls, Haman at the banquet, , 
and Herod in his robes, were confident and fear- 

leſs, but they were not ſafe. Like filly birds, 

they perched and enjoyed themſelves on the top 

of the tree, at the moment the fowler levelled * 
5 his 1 1 0 and e them to the ground! 


Ants are never Pant wag; red 401 
yellow earth, than when the feet of the paſſen= a 
gers, cruſh e to death mod millions! 


No fiſh are more Kody; alert, "iT joyous, 
than thoſe little beautiful and ſhining ones, which 
are ſeen gliding and friſking in ſhoals down the 95 
filver ſtreams of Jordan, and plunging in the 


Wai 


5 . Sea, where MT periſh! 
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AFFLICTIONS. 


Pans of body and anguiſh of mind are the 
inh eritance and condition of every human being. 
From theſe no mortal ſituation affords any ex- 
| | 5 emption: the monarch's palace is no better 
a ſecurity than the peaſants « cottage !/ This world 
P exhibits no ſtate or ſcene in which good and 
evil are not coupled together; no ſpecies of © 
proſperity wholly unmingled with adverſity. 
Every vale we traverſe, and every hill we 
aſcend, preſent us with an aſpect alternately 8 
bright and black. It is certainly not here, 
whatever our fond and fooliſh hearts, warmed | 
and faſcinated by illuſive and viſionary pleaſures, 
may ſurmiſe, that perfect ER from trial, | 
e or 


\ 
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N - 7 : or trouble, or e uſfering, or ſorrow, can poſſibly 
„ be realized. 55 


EL; To 8 5 FIRE, and anitnate our minds, 
| - _ * -uider all the viciffitudes of a contingent Rate, 
and arm us with courage and conſtancy for en- 
| d the changes and chances, to which, in 
our perſons, fortunes, feelings, and connexions, | 
we are inevitably and invariably expoſed, it is 
Wy: neceſlary that we have fixed and 
- rooted in our minds the genuine principles of 
faith, of peace, and of comfort. We muſt 
- otherwiſe be in a ſtate of fearful uncertainty and 
ſuſpenſe, even where our all is at ſtake. And 
who can enjoy the [leaſt caſe or quiet, without 
full ſatisfaction, in a criſis big wth « everlaſtii 
I eee or as 


the: ſettled conviftion, that ihens is a juſt and 5 
ber e e the world, 122 all our 
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e in . eh ee 5 e | 

is occaſioned. by the perverſeneſs of our 88 85 
| and terminates in our eternal welfare. tationed 
on this rock, we may regard with pertect tran- 
auillity whatever can happen. While the eter- 1 
nal God is our refuge, and underneath” 18 are 
1 everlaſting arms, the thunder. may roll and 
ö growl above our heads in the | moſt awful ex- 


entail oy about our. ears, the tides may 
| ſwell beyond their -uſyal boundaries, and the 
tempeſt may exhauſt its fury on every proſpect 
that charms the eye! The certainty that there 5 
18 4 God, that the management of all things i is 
in his hand, that we are kept by his Almighty 


» the lightnings may flaſh with accele- - 


| power, that nothing can affect us but by his 


permiſſion, and that we are dearer in his fight - 
than children in that of their parents, is the 
great anchor of our fouls which preſerves them 
fure and fledfaft, when the billows are moſt | 
thieazening and the winds moſt 2 Faith 

S 3 . or 


an inſenſibility of h. 


compole our b, in ſweet a nde 
ever . misfortune. VF 


| Fa D.0g of; exterior ir or apparent fat 
neſs and; compoſure under. ſevere afflictions 
from very different, and often enough, ta; 
from very bad principles. How many, from 


eart, natural to ſome conſti- 
tutions, from a ſtoical pride or ob ftinacy that 


fo = . 
Ci SES. 


ſcorns to be deemed. an object of pity, or from 
vain glory to attract the applauſe and been 
of the world, affect, under circumſtances of 


conſiderable Klee, to . mw and uncon- 
| cerned. 


Theſe „ 3 ey not hs Wund 
competent ſupport in every extremity. There 
are a N e which n 15 . to, that 


require 


BE 


require relief far wren to any that nature can 


magnanimity, which religion inſpires and keeps f = 


"_=_ and ſtrong and active, can alone enable the 5 


to reſiſt ſucceſsfully ay. ome or 


wehe of incu umbent forrow, * 


WS $ „ * b 3 ; I 


That holy e which has for its baſis. 


the ſtability of the divine government, and no - 
other, is adequate to the trials and ſtruggles of 


e It is built upon a rock which no tempeſts 

can ſhake ! Its foundations are eternal and 1 im- a 
e Its prof] pects are certain and im- 
mortal. The good man's hope, far from de- 
ndin 8 upon ſelf-preſumption, i imaginary excel- 


| lence, or emotions of affection, is grounded upon N 
the aſſurance that he hath of his, being in the 
hands, and at the diſpoſal, of a juſt and merciful 
Creator, who judgeth righteouſly, and puniſheth 
| mercifully, and both equally for the good of : 
his creatures. He never corrects but with in 


finite reluctance and compaſſion, and his anger 
is that of a tender -hearted father, rather grieved | 


F 


Et]. OO for 


ord.” The virtues of patience, courage, and 


| children. T als Is 
: "ore the fruits of his 1 indneſs and attention, ww 
1, : not fo much intended to puniſh our 
as to make us ſenſible of their conſequence; t to 
| bring us to repentance, and to inſpire us with is * 
confidence i in His ns I 
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Hille would be a cruel God, indeed, if heleft * 
„ to enjoy undiſturbed, the product of our crimes, ' 5 
1 or arranged our concerns in ſuch 1 manner, as to 

protect us from every ſpecies of trouble =; 
| | moleſtation. in the indulgence of dur guilty 
. pleaſures. Theſe inattentions to our welfare 
=: -would in fact be the moſt awful and alarming 
| indications of his dereliction and Wrath. But 
When he ſows with thorns, the road which 


l fooliſhly thought xeſtrewed with roſes, we per- 
* ce. ive our folly in flying from religion and holi- . 
neſs as troubleſorne and difficult, fince the 
| | "oy ochre are ſo much more unpleaſant and 
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- ales our eight to re our natures, and 
to perfect our virtues, 5 But theſe ſufferings, or 
Micłions of a moment, which we bear at preſent, | 
are greatly meliorated, by the ſecret conſolations 
of his good Spirit, and ſerve to render us more 
worthy of that eternal. Ow 9 128 reſerved 
bor us) in a a life to come. 


e is ; abſolutely neceſſary in every . 
proper, dutiful, or great action. It Is for want 
of mature and deliberatd atdention; that men are 
betrayed into ſo many errors and miſcarriages, 
and that they often ruſh headlong on the ſnares 


and embarraſſments f vice and folly. - They ED 


do not wiſely enquire into the true nature and 
real value of things, what ſubſtantial comforts 
attend on virtue, what ſtings of remorſe follow | 
vice, how. glorious the rewards of the one, and f 
how ſevere the eine of the «hers muſt 

"NO be W 
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= * inattention, to -nditthes of. * 

uch importance, can only reſi ult from the i in- 
i toxications of proſperity. This is the fatal illu - 
ſion that blinds, bewilders, and ruins our race 


„ by millions! However dearly we love, bor 00 
over eagerly we purſue it, we ſiud it not fo fre- 


quently a friend as an enemy, Who, inſtead of 


realizing the felicities it promiſes, is a fruitful 
ſource of uneaſineſs and anguiſh. It naturally 
unbends the mind, and relaxes all its powers. 5 


prevents the thoughts from ſettling on any 


ſerious object, and ſwells imagination with va- 


nity and ſelf-conceit. It ſeldom improves the 
good, and always makes the bad worle. Hive 
not the wiſeſt men, from a long flow of health 
and ſucceſs, expoſed themſelves. to contempt 
and infamy by plunging into vice and folly? 
| How many, by a run of unexpected good 
fortune, forget that they are men, and, 
proud of their wealth, conceive themſelves 
poſſeſſed of ſuperior natures to thoſe beneath 
them. | e 
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5 bringing us to ourſelves, ſummoning up our. | 
„ recollection, reducing our feelings to tem 5 
perance, allaying the ferment of the paſſions, } | 
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ES to LG won is, e as . e as we. 
"uſually, take in proſperity, as fantaſtically. gay 

and as regardleſs. as We are of our duty, ſo . 

in adverſity will our wandering thoughts, be fixed, 5 NY 
| aland our minds diſpoſed to ſerious .confideration. Op 1 
1 The turbulent noiſe of paſſion is then abated, 
7 and yields to the calm expoſtulations of reaſon. 1 OA 

. The cauſe of virtue may. conſequently be tried 

. : with fairneſs, and the follies of vice condemned 3 
| . N With juſtice. | We perceive, at the ſame time, 5 


* . ** 


. _ that. fin. is not innocent, that an abuſed . 


ſcience i is no jeſt, that religion is real, that pro- 
|  faneneſs is madneſs, and infidelity diſtraction, 
and that our only refuge, our greateſt comfort, 


ion alſb mike men gentle, 
ble, and ſuſceptible, of th inſtruction advice, 
W which, in better circumſtatices, they depr 
ad nmd diſdain. We naturally ery for help when ſe 
E 8 •„„ Dos of weakneſs, and, receive that with thank- 


oF 


errors of their ways. Indeed, 
ns only know the proper uſe of 
them as faithful 1 
tion them againſt their frailties, to afſiſt die in 
Garg) their conduct, and to excite to water 
 Aﬀitions are fo peculiarly | 
ed for reprefing whatever is frothy in our 
SF natures and manners, that the caſe, where . 
W produce humility and moderation, muſt 
N be deſperate. Tide, furn unting the moſt ef. 
ſectual means to reduce it, is the fign of fuch 
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